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WHERE SHALL BABY'S DIMPLE BE?

Over the cradle the mother hung,
Soflly coaing a slumber song :

And these were the'simple words she sung
All the evenmng long :

¢ Check or chin, or knuckle or knee,
Whete shall the baby's dimple be?
Where shall the angel's finger rest

‘When he comes down to the baby's nest?
Where shall the angsl's touch temain
When he awakes my baby again?”

Still as she bent and sang so low,
A murmaur into her music broke,

And she paused 1o hear, for she could but know
The baby's angel spoke:

¢¢ Cheek or chin, or knuckle or knee,
Where shall the baby’s dimple be?
Whete shall my finger fall and rest
‘When I come dowa to the baby's nest ?
‘Where shall my finger's touch remain
When I wake your baby again?”

Silent the mother sat and dwelt
Long on tbe sweet delay of choice,
And then by her baby’s side she knelt,
Axnd sang with & pleasant voice :

“Not oa the limb, O angel dear!
For the charms with its {onth will disappesr ;
Nor on the cheek shall the dimple be,
For the hatbouring smile will fade and flee :
But touch thou the chin with impress deep,
And my baby the angel'’s sexl shall keep.”
~Dr. ¥. G. Holland.

CHARMS.

Until quite & recent date, old women in the Orkneys and 1
Hebrides made a livieg by selling * fair winds ” to sailors—
2 knotted string being given to the mariner, and a breeze,
a strong wind, or x gale being su to follow the
loosening of certain knots. Love philters could be pur-
chased which wounld tusn the most indifferent lover into an
ardent suitor. Many persons were probably poisoned by
such drinks, sometimes intentionally, sometimes unwittiagly.
Miss Biandy, executed in 1752 for the murder of her father,
maintained to the last that she gave him the dose of poison
believing it to be, as ber Jover (who supplied it) assured her,
merely & harmless philter which would incline the old man
to agree to their i There is a Scolch tale of &
school-master who brewed a love philter to soften the heart
of an abdurate 1ady-love. The precious mixture being sct
1o cool, was drauok by a passing cow. The animal immedi-
ately conceived most incoovenicnt affection for the luckless
dominie, following him everywhere, into the school, into the
church, till be was obliged to bave the creature killed in
order to escape its ill-timed endearments. * The Band of
Glory,” tbe dried hand of an exccuted criminal, with a
mge composad of various ghastly ingredients stuck be-
tween the fingers, were sap to secure immunity to
barglars, no ote oa whom the unhallowed light fell being
able to stir a limb or utter 2 cry, while bolts and bass
yiolded 10 the touch of the dead hand. A liar srrange-
ment of straws across the threshold of a newly-wedded pair
rendered the maniage childless or unhappy.

Lapland and Finland weze more famed for their witches,
and Norse mythology is rich in tales of charmed swords
and mystic spells, and soch superstitions fancies. The
Swedeaand Esthonians still belicve in the existence of &
mysterious creatare called 2 skrat, a kind of northern Robin
Goodfellow or household fairy, who will do a great deal of
hard work foc his oxpers and only expect & meal in return.
Urlike pocte, skrals can be made as well as born. A very
cfficient skrat can be manufactured out of x tin pipe, 2 bit
of tow, patt of a pair of scales, part of a harrow, and some
other ingredients. TLis figure most be set up on three
successive Thursday nights in the middle of a crossed way,
with many cercmobies, and on the last night the skrat
mnanafactarer cuts his Gager and allows the blood to fall on
the Sgure, which immedialely becomes endowed with life.
The manufacturer must have provided = swift borse for
himself and xslow one for the skrat, as it is very impor-
tant that be should succeed ia outriding the figare.  1f he
guins his house door first, be has secored a humble slave
in the skrat. Skrats will do the work of thiee servants ;
they guard the house apainst thieves; they even steal for
their owncrx, bringing f0od, vepeiables, money, if required.
They assame various shapes, somelimes tbat of a man,
sometimes 2 cat with = fiery tail, sometimes & flea~—London
Gloke.

ABOUT STEALING.

The general idea of steading is, taking another’s property
withcntg;is couseat. If a man picks your pocket, he it a
thiet.  If be sobs your hen-roost, ke is = thief.  Bat if
be comes 10 your house with some nostrum that he
knows to be worthless, and perscades you 1o pay him &
dollar for i1, he claims that he is an honest man—
that he gets yout tmoney in the way of business—tbat you
give it 0 him freely, and all that. Bat if be has any acnse
and any couscience, he must fecl that he is a thief, and
the meanest kind of & thief, We all pickpockets ** the
Yight-fingered gentry.”  They train their hands to skilfal
wanipulation, and 3o sucoeed ia robbiag yoo. But the
vendor of a worthless article does with his tongue what
the other does with his hand, Where is the difference? Is
vot tongue stealisg just as bed as hand stealing? Is mot
every Xind of frand, pretence and deception, by which one
gels another’s property without compensation, just as ted
as picking ets or tobbing hea-roosts? Arenct all the

tricks of tade by which an article is 30ld as geauine,

when it is spurious, plain and palpable violations of the
eighth commandment? 1f coffee is worth two cents an
ounce, and you put into every pound two ounces of chicory
worth only & cent an ounce, you steal two cents fiom every
one who buys & pound of your cofice. If you add a qaart
of water to every gallon of milk you sell, you stesl the
price of that quart from your customer. No malter who
else does it, no matter if all the milkmen do it, it is sheer
stealing and nothing else.

¢ Thou shalt not steal ” onght to be posted up in capitals
in every store and factory io the laod. The man who sells
shoddy for genuine cloth, who gives light weight or short
measure, who puts gieen wood or flawy iron into the ma-
chines he makes, or slights his work, is a thief. The only
diflerence between him and, & robber of a railroad train is,
that he is 2 coward as well as a thief, He does secretly and
meanly what the other does openly. Why, a defective bolt
io & sew mowing machine, last spting, cost me a journey
to town and the loss of a day in the busiest scason of the
year. The maker of that machiae knew that the bolt was
not good ; by using it he saved twenty-five cents, and made
me pay in time and money fully five dollars. Was not
that just as meanrand dishonest as ditclung a tramn in
order to rob the passengers?

Oace of my ncighboars found the other day that he had
a spurious coin. He did not know who paid it to him,
bat coolly said: “1 will pass it on somebedy else. If X
was fool enough to take it, I'll find another fool, no
doubt, who will receive it as good; and 1t will go on cir
calating nobody can tell how long.” I suggested to him to
appg this principle, or ratber want of principle, to
another case. **You say that some unknown person
robbed your hea-roost a few pights ago. You were a fool
not tc have had the hen-roost securely locked ; but prob-
ably there is some one in the neighbourhood just as fool-
ish as you were., You go, thercfore, and rob his hen-1o0st
to-night, and send bim word to rob somebody else's to-
morrow night. There is no telling how long this thing
will go on, and where the final loss of chickens will fall.”
He thought that there was a difference between passing
bogus money and stealiog chickens. Bat I cannot seeit;
can you, dear reader?

If I was not so busy in getting in my winter’s wool, 1
would try and ventilate some more of these respectable
and fashionable kinds of stealing. People think 1t is not
dithonest to get the property of a corporation or of the
Government without any equivalent. To cheat a milroad,
or Uncle Sam, is all right. Too many men are like the
boy who used o rifle his father’s pockets at night, and who
contepded that thete was no harm in that, for wasa't he
the old man's son 2—Occident.

THE OLD FARAM.

Out in the meadows, the farm-house lies,
O1d and gray, and fronting the west,
Many & swallow thither flies
Twitteting under the evening skies,
In the old chimneys builds her nest.

Al 1 how the sounds make our old heartsswell ?
Send them again on an esgerquest ;

Bid the sweet winds of heaven tell

Those we have loved so lon§ and well,
Come 2gain home to the dear old nest,

When the gray evening, cool and still,
Hushes the hrain and heart to rest,

Memory comes with 2 joyous thrill,

Briogs the young childrea back at will,
Csllsthem all home to the gray old nest.

Patient we wait till the golden morn
Rise on our weariness half confessed ;

Till, with the chill ard darkness gone,

Hope shall zrise with another dawn
Aud 2 new day to the sad old nest.

Soon shall we see all the esger cast
Bright with the Daj-stas, at heaven's behest 5
Soon, from the bondage of clay released,
Riseto the Palzce, the King's owa feast,
Birds of flight from the Jast year's nest.
—Ckristian Union.

SUDEA FOR THE FEWS.

——

Judea is a 1and of amaring possibilitics. With 2 good
mment and reasonable tillage, it counld be made won-
derfally fettile and pmrems. Something like its ancient
glory among ke peoples might come back, with wastly
more than its old temporal advantage. And who, of ail
men, can sccomplish this so well as its awn long-cxiled chil-
dren? We beliere in Juder for the Jews. Let delegations
of them return thither from their workd-wide dispersion—
from the Nosth, from the South, from the East and from
the Wes, Let them carry back something of their gold,
and more of their proverbial thrilt, and the 12ad will smile
under their feet, and they wall 300n be in coadition to adjast
goveromental matters to suit themselres,

Mr. Lawrence Oliphant’s name will occar to many in
this connection. He&ad a good scheme of this sort ; bue,
perhaps becanse he was not 3 Jew himself, the Ottoman
Government did not smile tpoa it, and it came 1o nothing.

We rejoice to leara that another movement has been sat
on foot which offers larger promise. Cerain leading and
infsential Hebrews, chiel among whom is M. Canalet, have
made late advaaces to the Tarkish powers, and the agent
of the endeavoar in Constantinople has already passed the
schemes throngh some of the most difficolt preliminary
stages, 30 that it daly waits the approval of the Council and
the srads of the Scllan, both of which arc confidently ex-

od indue course. Grantsare aked of Goverament land
mny pat of Syrin atthe Porte’s own choice, and the im-

mediate expenditure of five millions sterling ($25,000,000) in
setiling Jewish colonies and developing, the tesources and
means of communication of the country it pledited upon the
sole condition that full freedom be given for the consteucs
tion of all works of public utility which may be thought in-
dispensable to success.

t is known that some German coloni=s have been pros-
pering in Syria, while even some sinall Jewish agricultural
establishments have been doing well.  And, especially with
the aid of a good number of Russian Jews, who are fond of
farming, little doubt is felt of the speedy realization of a
large success as soon as permission shall have been gained
to lay the foundations of the undertaking. A beginning
once well made, it will not be strange i the eyes of Jews
from all over the earth should be turned towards Palestine,
and a movement take place which shall make the lioly
Land, within the vision of ¢yes already born, another land
than it has beea for well-nigh two thousand years.—Congre-
Laltionakst,
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THE BOTTOM OF THE ATLANTIC.

‘The soundings that were made between Ireland and New-
foundland before laying the Atlantic cable, have made the
bottom of the Atlantic almost as well known as the surface of
Europeand America. It is covered with a fine mud, the re.
mains of microscopic insects, which will one day, doubtless,
harden into chalk. The bottom of the Atlantic is one of
the widest and most_prodigious plains in the world. If the
sea were drained off, you might drive a wagon all the way
from Valentia, on the west coast of Ircland, to Trinity Bay,
in Newfoundland ; and except one sharp incline, about two
hundred miles from Valentia, it might never be necessary to
put the skid on, so gentle are the ascents and descents upoa
that long route. From Valentia the 10ad wonld lie down
hill for zbout two hundred miles, to the point at which the
bottom 1s now coveted by seventeen hundred fathoms of sea
water. Then would come the central plain, more than one
thousand miles wide, the inequalities of the surface of which
would be hardly perceptible.  Beyond this the ascent on the
American side cummences, and pradually leads for about two
hundred miles to the New'oundland shore.

HOW THE RUSSIANS KEEP WARM,

The Russians have a great knack of making their winter
picasant. You feel nothing of the cold in those tightly-
built houses, where all doors and windows are double, and
where the tooms are kept warm by big stoves hidden in ke
walls. There is no damp in a2 Russian bouse, and the in.
mates may dress indoors in the lightest of garhs, which con-
trast oddly with the mass of furs and wraps which they don
when going out.

A Kussian can afford to wun no risk of exposare when
he leaves the house for 2 walk or drive. He covers his
head and cars with a fur bonnet, his fect and legs with felt
boots Jined with wool or fur, which are drawn over the
ordinary boots and trowsers, and reach each up to the
knees ; he next cloaks himself in a top coat with a fur collar,
lioing, and cuffs; he buries his hands in a pair of fingetless
gloves of seal or bear skin., Thus equipped, and with the
collar of his coat raised all round so that it mufiles him u
to the eyes, the Russian exposss ouly his nose to the eo\g
air; and he takes care frequently to give that organ = little
rub to keep the circolation going. A stranger who isapt
to forget the precantion woald often get his nose frozen if
it were not for the courtesy of the Russians, who will al-
ways wam him if they see his nose ** whitening,” and will,
uabidden, help him 10 chafe it vigorously with snow.

In Russian cities walking is just possible for men during
the winter, but hardly so for ladies. The women of the
lower order wear knee boots; those of the shopkeeping
class szidom venture out at all; those of the aristocracy go
out in sleighs. The sleighs are by no mecans pleasant
vehicles for nervous people, for the Kzlmuck coachmen
drive them at such a temific pace that they frequently
capsize.

LAYING BENS.

The advice to get this or that breed of fowls as the best
ofall is frequently met with. Different breeds are recom-
mended according to the Juck the writers have with them.
The following practical advice is from the American Culli-
welor> * To increase egry production, mark those hens in
your flock zematkable for the size or the number of their
egrs, and hatch these in preference for laying stock.
Choose breeds which do not sit. Do 2ot over-feed or fat-
ten, and keep laying hens in =n active, hungry state. Do
not, however, Tun into extremmes and uaderfeed them.
They maust have plenty, and yet always be ready for food.
Donotkeep old hens; two yearsis the outside limit. Birds
hatched, say in March, 1880, should, on an epp farm, be
killed fortable on the first siges of moalt in antamw, 1881,
They are thea reasonably young, fetching a good price, and
will notbe 30 valmable in 188=. Laying hens should not
have toc mach soft, fattening food. Sound grain in variety
is the best diet, and plenty of gzeen food, also 2 supply of
oystes shells or mortar tubbish.”
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