
THIE CANADA PRESBYTER!MN,

THJE LORD'S API>OINTMfRNT.

I1oSay' h aver n d aven, aud yet again ta-cia>,
hi rests ynic rit as suredy as it did ycsteidaay,

ht is the Lord'à appaintincnt:
WVhaever my 'aork may bel

I am sure luni>' heatt heni
Ht bas oflered itaeme.

h must say it aver and over, andl again ta-day,
For my work is different tram that a! yestetday.

It la the Loîd's appohtnent
XI quiets My resiless wiIi

Like the voce a! tender miother,
And Myi> licrt anal wiIl arc stilil.

1 wiii sa>' it aven sud ave, tiis and eveîy day.
Nvhatsoever the Master eiders, came viuat nma),

Iii' the Lotd's appointaient
For anlyI>'ii love can sec

What h wisest. brai, sud nght,
WVhatilatiuiy goad for me.

LIJ1 E MY I'AYND.

A tender clillaloa summers tinte,
Seeking her litile hed ai niphî,

Pauei an the cark siainsliamidiy.
''0, moiher 1 talle my linnd' sa,,l she,

Anal then Illtecark iill ail bc ligi."
We aider children group oui way

From dcark bchinal ta daik betore;
And oui>'when aur banal, we la>,
Deat DLdinluThine, the ncht s day,

And there is daikuess never more.

TUE LJFE VERSUS THE CR'RD.

Rtv. Dr. joseph Parker, ai Tht Temple,
London, thlnks that. bath Chnlstianit>' and
tht Bible tlnd tbeir strongest support in tht
lives of those Who surrender theniseives
viholly ta their teacblng. He says :

ITbere are twa lights Ia wich Chrîs-
tiani> nia>' be regarded ; h nia> bc laoked
at as ciossîfleal in seciaian degnias, and as
upheid b>' an>' panîlcular course af aigu.
ment : ln general ternis, it may becanit a
subject of criticismn. Treaied la ibis moan-
mer, It bas been alîke the abject ai ridicule
and revereuce. On thte ther bond, Obnîs-
taaty may bc ttsted by is resalîs as a pîoc-
ticai religion. Its history is blttan tht
worid.

Il Wbat bas Chnîsîlanît>' donec? I bas
greater testimion>' thon tht commeadaîlon
af its deep schoiars and laquent preachers.
It bas opened prison doors, braken dowa
had Gaveruments, alded ali good causes,
lftîed up tranipled hanon and vîtue ; îî bas
savedl men's sous, given menas lîves blghcr
tievatile, cbanged deaîh loto a beneficent
liberator, and turned tht grave ie tht ast
step toviards heavea ; I bas made atifisb
metu benevolet, harsh men gentie, timId
mea berolc, and sad mca bappy ; It bas
blessed tht cause et freedoni, succared tht
efforts et chari>, upheîd tht dlaims af peace;
it demnanda ta ho judged b>'lits fruits, aud its
dernand la reasonabie and augbi ta bc irre-
sistible.

IlWe are called ta maintain a practicat
testimon>', ta give the cmphatic and con-
vinclag answer ai noble living. We bave
had enougb aiflterar>' testimonial ; vie bave
doucecnough la tht matter ef tht evîdeacesj
vo are thankful ta every outhor Wbo ha!i
spoken oue good nd ior tht traîb ; nov
iet thet math speak for lîself, let tht Chnis-
thon bc the htst defencc of Chistianit>', let
the Ilite of tht sevant commend the doctrine
ai the Lord.

IlTht argument vihicli apples ta Chrîs-
tianity appiies aise wltt equol effecita tht
Bible. If the Bible Is ta be jadgcd b>' its
worke, thent h, happil>', an end of contre-
vers>'. Tht Bible must bc lis oua vindica-
to. Net becanse aur fathens bctitved la it ,
mot hecause i bas a remanîic histon>'; but
hecause et ils own proved pawer ta euighiea
tht mnd, ta bess tht beari, te 'elevate life,
and destra>' tht pawer af death, must ibe
Bible bc held firstinla ur lave and highesî in
aur veacrotion. 1'A good tmcc cannai hing
iorth evil fruit, neither cau a corupt tmet
bring forth good ruit. What dors the
Bible brng forth? Wbat af mabood?
What et puit>' I What ai hope? hitmuai
not ho judged ia detail iJI must ho taken an

its entirety ; Il must have fre scolpe -; I
must be received iota tht heart-thon %le
abide b>' tht verdict."

GeA CE JIEFORE MEAT2.

Tht quesstion bas rccentiy heen tised
whetherlt would uot bt a w:se thlng ta omît
the customi la Christian familles ai asklag

tgrace " at tht table hefore meais. hIt s
claimed that b>' this trequencv ln the
niajarît>' ai cases It bas becomne a nitre ioni
that t supplants trut prayer b>' degenerat-
iag ta a Ilvain rcpetitlo, that Iltis out of
place when guesîs wha may net he Christian
people ai ptesent, aud ihat tht dally board
should hc a place of social Intercourse and
pleasure rather than a place af worshlp.
Certain hI s that tht practice la less (re-
queni iban fonmerly, but two explanatiens ai
its decadence are. given :ane, that lncreas-
iag Christian elightenmenî and a state of
generai spiritualit>' are gradualty dlsplacing
tht aid trm b>' a pervadlag lite, a lite thot
touches alil ormns ai activît>' and experieuce;
the allher, ihat prayer la every ltrniand the
spirit ai truc worship are being quletl>'
crowded asîde by vannaus formns ai world-
liesr. A gîet change la respect ta ail
c'biervonces et tamul>' worshlp bas taken
place la the ast ten years, sa great thot re.
tuining missionatrs have uoted tht tact
wîrb surprise and pain. While il can bc
soid bhat tamul>' prayers are sthli cammon,
il is stili trur, as ane emintut missionar>'
bas put tht case., that the dîscontinuonce ai
tamly worshap 15 the Most naîlceable recent
change la American Cbrkîtia amly lite.
Tht old evaugelists vitre accustomed ta
mention tht Ilbrtaklng doua ai famîil>
altars " as ont of the sîgas of religions de-
cline. ere they right or are we learniag
a better way ?

For variousa gond reasons we wisb te
enter aur plea for a more carefai observance
af ail tht traditionaop ims ai family warshlp.
We do mot believe that vie can omit tht
custaom ai askiag God's blesslng an aur
dail>' bread, ind af wrshipping Hlm in the
reading et lus Word and in dal>' prayers
and tbonksgivings around tht home altars
viribout the Most serious tess lu vital pitty,
and tht secularization ai tht mlnds ai tht
cildrtn that go forth fram aour households
ta those strifes and responsibiltites whîch
are successiail>' met by thost ont>' who have
put on the whole araio God. Religion
framn the sîde ai man ls tht lave ai God;
tram the side ai Gad i is tht divine response
ta ibat love, and impiies tht bestowment of
Ilîiself ln iorgîveness, itilowship, and lite.
Prayer is tht Most interlor expression ai tht
ieltowshlp and lite bctween tht soal and
Gad, and ta the typicat evtdence of the pre-
sence of piet>'. When si is saîd, Il Behold,
bc prayttb," it is tht sanie as ta sa>, Be-
h old, he îs bora ancw unie God. lu respect
ta bis use ot tht Lird's Praytr Luther said,

For ta ibis day 1 r -,k stîli ai tht Pater
Noster lîke a chld ; à cat aud drink thereot
like a iall-grown man, and can neyer have
enougb."

And i s no abjection ta famil>' prayer
that tht expression af il is penlodicol. Perlao-
dîcît>' is a conimon cbaracterisîlc ef tht
expressions aofhie. We do not sa>' thot a
trec is dead because it dots not put forth
buds and leaves and flowers la ever>' manth
ai tht vear ; not thot a saul ls dead because
lt lifts tscla thankintaess ta God ai stat
ed lies. Rallier, ia proportion as It bas a.
"llite bld with Christ in God," will ih bave
lis sel imes and places ai communion. This
is tht ver> loy eitilis religions belag ; It

C-12MC iaeni, and tht associa.
tions af ihese times and places are bollowed
and sweetî, lîke the lnctnse et God's altars.
David prayed moto God Ilcvenicg, and
niorning, and at noonda>' ;" when Christ
breke brcad with Ris disciples Ht gave
tbanks ; Edwards bad bis sfafed seasens of
secret prayer whicb occurred II thrce limes
a day, in bis jouiucys as 'rtil as ai bornie."
Snch expressions tramn the heglaaing bas
piaus fle had la aliltht histor>' ai the cbnrch.
Thatsit is la tht int ai tht nature oet hings

la suRgested by the tact thai the heathen
have" steadiiy made libations tu their gods
before their meals, as an acknowiedgment of
their lndebtedness ta iheni for thelr dally
food."

Indced, if mai' hc given as a general
rule, that the omission oi staied prayer la the
omlision of ail prayer. We arc creatures of
habits, mettbads and forms ; and tbe more
complete our life ls, the deeper wiliIthe lunes
be cut that mark our habituai ways. The
scbolar, the phlauthropist, and the mature
Christian reveai theniselves lu weedlng out
the randani and vagrant elenients tramn their
carrent actlvîties. Liue will create its owr.
forms, and the faim i encourage thetfle. The
man tbat la hapbaziid la bis devations bas
an cntirely superficlal devatianal spirit. We
aaght, therefare, ta encourage ourselves in
praper stated ways, andioa make sure thai
we put aur best lite loto them ail, Ta omit
the I' grace befare m cat," the daîiy prayer
where tht iamliy are gatheted, the closet,
warsblp in tht sacred ftne wiîtht he'buse-
bald af God-thls ls ta wreck plety and t0
couvert aur teligion lot a nitre coustitu-
tianal sentiment. hIs lapassible ta kill a
healthy tret by plucking ail lis leaves as
weIl as hy destraying lisrats. ln tht
early hlstory ai Oberlîn there was a college
raie torbiddlag a stadeat ta board in qny
tamily la which family warship was flot
observed, and ta the present day eacb
recitatian or other coliege exercîse is opta-
cd by a bni prayer or by tht sicgiag af a
stauza of a hymu. Thetorate was rarciy
crlîicised, and tht usage in tht apening of
recîtatians is rarely irksome or au evîdent
farmality. Such are the natural expres.
sions af tht pions fle af tht college and the
village ; the fle and tht usage fit nataraily
logether. To abandon tht usage and ta
provide no proper substitute would be a
limitation ai tht lite, or tIse a sigu that tht
l1e had depated.-The Aidvance.

A.,SERAION FA CTORY.

There is a syndicate in Ohio which bas
canducted a large traffic in sermnons and
aratians ai ail kinds for many years. Tht
traffic Is carried an Ilaua obscure way. Ser.
mcns seli tram ten ta t9aenty five dollars
each, accordiag ta tht oraateness af style
and the vigour ai rhetortc.

Tht syndicate Is conducted by twa
college graduates, who describe theniselves
as «I journalisis, essaylsts, and authors'
They employ several accompllshed back
wrlters besides. They are prepared ta un-
dertake anythiag tram a funerai oratian ta a
iew choice reniarks at a weddlog. la their
circular tbey request a triai ai their merch-
andise. Minîsters niay send ibeir own texîs
or indicate the general toue ai tht sermon
which is desired. For example, if the
preacher stnds lnaua order for a brief, curt,
and epigramniatic exhortation ta bis con-
gregation requesting tbemn ta contribute
mare iiberally, ont ai the staff sr.rmonizers
will select somte suitable text as " And tht
capper-smiîb dld us mach injury," and reor
a lght and alry structure ibereon. Sermons
containing philipplcs and invectives are tht
hlghest priced.

NOB)LEMEN WVHO ARE FOND OF
PREÂ 0111KIG.

Emperor Willi>ms toste for preocbing,
evea where tbere is a duly quaaified ecclesi-
astic within reach, Is for more cemmon
fancy than most people migbt be willing ta
imagine. Under the circumstances, it ik
difficaît ta uaderstand the surnrim whis-
bas heen caused by bis lnsistcnce in deliver-
log tht Sunday discourse during tht recent
yachting trip la the Medîterranean, a1l!ough
be had an board with hlm tht chifai tht
Court chaplains.

Thus ln England there are ai least a,
dozen secular members af the Hause of
Lords who, flot content wth prenchlag ta
their own buseholds and tenants, actually
travel about in Englond and on the Conti-
nent preacblng wherever they cao find either
a cougregatlon or a pulpit t their disposai.

Severai ai theni, sach as, for instance,
Lard Radstock, have lncurred tht wrath af
toreiRa Goveraments la consequence ot
their religious ceai.

The youusr Eau l eaachamp ls another
af these lay preachers, but he coafines bis
mnitsratilns to the E.ast End of London
Thea there lu Lord Bennett, marrled ta an
Amenican vrlte, and beir ta tht Eart ai
Tankeytvie, viiiebas blatt mested lot
strcet-prcachiag an several occasions.

The prescrit Duke af Hamilton dots a
ltuile la tht preaching fine, chietli amang
tht poarer classes in London, bat none ai
these peers cames anywhere neat' tht lat
Earl af Shaftesbury se fair as pulpit oratory
lu conceraed, the Earl belng known b>' tht
nlckname ofIl"tht la>' hishap.1"

A III>I>Y DEA TII.

Ia answeriag tht question, Il Is Christi-
anit>' dyiag eut ?"'BH. K Carroll, la tht
carrent number of tht Forumn, compares tht
aelgiaus ceasuses afi 890 and 1895. Ac
cordlag ta tht former there Were 20,6i S. 3o,
communicants la tht United States, and ap
ta lasi year thetoftals had been increased ta
24646,584-a gain Of 4,028,277 lu five Veai..
During tht sanie pernad there was a galan C
13,075 churches, and 21,646 ministers. Tht
gain la new niembers is net fui!>' represen:.
cd ia tht above figures, because tht ,5oo,.
oooa lasses bv death bad first ta bc mode up
befar a aiptlincreaso couîd be shown. The
valut af church buildings, lois and lurnituie
la î8go was about $680o ow,ooo, and naw is
tbaught te ho taily $Soo,ooo,ooe. Ves;
Chrlsianit>' Is live and active t ,it is
dying, lt ls surtiy havlag a happy deatb.

AJ>rIEA RA NcE 0F JOUN ICiVOX.

Tht iollowîag es a description ai the
stand>' Scotch Reformer : I"ha stature be
was slightly under tht middle beigbt, ai
welt-knit and graceful figure, witb shanîders
somewbat broad, longlsh fiagers, bead ai
moderate size, hair black, complexion sanie-
what dark, aad gencral appearance not un-
pîcasing. In bis s51Cm and severe couaten-
auce th ere vas a notural dignhîy and mtstsy
ont wthaat a certain grace, and la anger
ibere was an air of command on bis brow.
Under a sanievbat narrew forebead bis
brows stood ont ln a sligbt idge over bis
raddy and sligbtîy swetling cheeks, se that
bis eyes seenied te retreat laie bis bcad.
Tht coloar af bis eyes was bIalsh grey, their
glanco keen aand aalniaîed. Hîs face vias
rather long ; bis nase oi mare thon ardinan>'
length ; tht mouth large ; tht lips fll, tht
apper a liat tticker thon the louer ; bis
beard black, mngled with gray'. a span and
a halitlong, and suoderatti>' îbick.

THE IWORLD'PS GREA T NEED.

Mrs. Margaret Bottame, tht head ai tht
ling's Daugbtens, regards bal>' women os
tht grcotest need af tht worîd. la tht
Ladide'h'RéejournaZ she says :

Tht greatest need ai tht enrd to-day,
tht greotest aeed ef aur familles, ai aur
churches, la holy womnen-womea af Goal.
women of divine power. Oh thai we couid
get tbausands et wamen who weuld arise
and shake off t dust cf vioidlihucs, and
say Ila beaveni>' race demands my zeal
and an u manrtal crewn." Young woen
loto vibase bauds some ai us wiii, ere long,
lov aur work, we ask yon ta carr tht ban-
ner ai tht cross. Yon ta whom vie look for
belp lin bis nd, for car King, aur Lard
and Savieur. Tesus Christ. wiul von net con-
secrate your yanng womanbood ta Hin,, ta
Bis cause, tht salvation ai immontat souis?
This wiii bc vortby of your heling, and on
ibis inetbiere viii ho no disappaîiniment.
Atter a few short years you wili la>' your
trophits downaond bc crowntd wilh viciai>'
ai His feet, and then anetennity af progress
will stili ho hefane yen t Tny te ho se hîike
Hlm bere, thot tht peopit ulil set God la
yen 1 Surah>' is is werth living for, anal
wbiIe omne îhiogs are net vithin aur reacb,
ibis la."

[Aùc'.(,ST Sth. IM.


