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ASTOR AND 'DROPLE.
T*RtU*7*11 i IISVRE OF 1774L/711.

IlowC Ver si bc as to the survival ci the fittest lu flic
animal klngdonl, te strival af thet rtacsî In humnia
society an il hiiumutu phitasoph> l fi sousid niaxtiii.
Wc imust Lclleve that Gcd s uini faite, and thnt the
Judge o clt the carthli wiii do rlglst. AUl rightly.con.
stitutcd mlnds have nt least lIti niuch faithlit the
aider of tire uiierse. lience lte comuon saying,
IlTrulli la iighty, and Il wili prc%. ail.» Notte but tire
Inturabi> t mucous believe thai the Devl wili trlumpm,
and even tiîy do not bellevc h, ilîcy arc oniy un.
willing la concocte v'ictory ta lighieousutess and
liollucass bccausc ilîcy lcet ihai they have îiirown In

their lui wiîi tire fortuncs oi the l'rince ai the Iluwer
of tire Air. *rhcse thoughis tverc suggested b> ob-
Servling a parajrapin l a :îcwspiper about rurke> a
lettci deàcribing the fearful dlsorganlztîon wicld
cxists lu thai touuîtry. Aftcr tire capture af Constan
tinopfin 1453 bY blahiiiud Il., %lit Turks, nul con
lent with the capital of Uhc Grcck Etîîire, une
Selimi, tr grandsnn of NMahiuiud, addil Syria ad
Egypi te iiicir dominions; and >cî laicr Salyman Jie
?itagnlficeuî, the tulosi Iccalnp)lisllc( ci ail tc Queo
man pinccs, concjucrcd the greaier pari cf 1llungary,
and exîcmidcd fls sway ln Asia tu the ruphrates.
This was aubout the miiddle ai the sixtecuith ceniury,

- and ntilî.'s pcriod the Turkith Empire was uriques.
iionably tic mous powerfui in tire world. IlIf you con-
sider,» says the hiýtorian Ruchles, wlte wroie about
twe centuries sinice, 'lits bcginning, its progress, and
uninterrupîcd success, there lu noihing iu the îvcrld
mare adinirablc aud strangc, If thc greatucas and
lustre itercai, naiiîing moret magnificcnt and giorious,
if tire potwer anul strengith ihcrco, noihimîg mucre dread-
fui and dangerous, wlîich wondering -si notiig but
the beauiy cf itself aud druuk wuîh the plicasaut %vine
of perpetugai felicity, iaaideth ail the rosi af the worlul
lu scarn.1 Tiicy wvre tie îcrrar cf Europe, aud in
j683 liait puslied tlicir aruis la the îwaIis, af Vienna,
where thcy wcre dcféaîcd, by Johin Sobieski, framn
which, lietieir piower bcgan Ia dcclinc.

Charles V. %vas thc canicmî>orary af Salynîan the
Mlaguiliccut. Tite power cf tlîc Italian Churcli was ai
lis acit, and the bugles af the Rcfcriuation hll jusi
been souuded. Riphac], NIichnel Angclo, and Titian
were adarniug the churches of Rui, Florence, and
Veuice wiîh their paiutings. John de Mcedicis, l'ape
Leu X., Riade lily tr centre cf liierature and the
arts. Ït was lu 1519 thai the building of Si. Pcîtçr's
was ccuîiunced carricd au subsequvnU> b> Mlichael
Angclo, who, speaking ai the grand daine which lie
had cauceived lu his niind, reinarked ihat "lie would
suspend tire lanthtan in the air.»

Mocre are Constantinaple and Spain and the
Church cf Rame naw? "lHaw aErt thau fata frant
heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the marning! » IlThy peais
is brought clown te îhre grave, and the noise af thîy
viols ich warux is sprtad under thec, and the warms
caver îhcc Judgmcnt appears about tu, bc visated au
tie Ilcast and tire False l>raîhei alike.

Malhainicdanismi has liad a wanderfui carter in the
worid. Il petrraicd into E urapt; i teck possession
of North Africa; i spread itseli auto Judma, Persia,
Tartary, and among tht islanris of the Mainy Archi.
pelage. I has lhvcd -as a pawcriui systemn througli
1,200 years. Il cauid noi have llved se lang excepi an
the ptincipie of thecsurvival ai the fittesi --it was iriser
than anything eIsc wîîh ivhicli t camne lu cantact.
There cre sonic fine icatures about the religion oi
islani-its unrelcnting mnueheismn and is intense
carnestuess. Tht Tuîh niay be vrtry wreng in his
retigious îdcans, but lie at toast bchcevts thern ; ihere lu
ne sccpiicisin iu lslamism - no indiffcre.ntîsmi. fi lu
a dawnrighi positive thing; i is auieug tase religion3
hike Calvinisas arnaong tht truc. l3efore t inlferior
types ai religian disap)eatrçd.

Tht Raixian Cathalic (aria of Christirnity- despite
it greai carruptions-has run a Parahiel carer. Thcy
canmtnced about tht sanie timc--and thty arc likely
te end about tilt saine time. Raîuanism was better
thau Pagaxiisni; it annaunced inany glarious truihs;
and the trullh which it hield has iniparted te i its
woudcrfui vitaliiy.

But strang as were Jslaniism and Romnanism, aver-
Ioadcd with errer they carried in theniselves the seeds
of decay. They shane like luminaries lu a dark age;
they paled belare a pure forai of Christianiiy as did

the chi1 ltght.hauses on aur coasîs ni campftred wiih
tht cnîcîmin clectric lighis. T'he tiistnry ai Etirope
sluce the Rcianîîatlau cantinues te Ilustrie cuir argu.
menti. l'tiosc uatiaalifics whItcli ciubriceti tht Triil
are precisely tiiose Ivhich caustitute ta.da> tht îîawers
af Europe. llie 11111e meatin ai Sicogiiid lias gren
under lis stem Ilresbytern convictions ta bc one af
tlic mcii notable commuliinities ln flice wcrid. Eng.
land, lioliantl, 1)cnînark, Swedcu, Genuiany, lhave
couîiitely averuiiatied Spain, Ilortugai, llaly, Ails.
tria. France is a poeritil and prosperaus nation,
but cvcu here the elenîcuits cf strengthi are clcrivcd
frain time wcakening afitire puiver af Uliramiontanc
thouglit, and the ceinents of weaknesî arc duc tu dt
absence of strong religiaus conviction.

And naw, surveying the whole field of hitîtry and
phiiasophy front lime beglnning, whaît systeni lis fi
whith lias, iu i-amp-irison witt ail aiher3, exlbied the
greatieat amaunit of vitality? has froid is own and ton-
intmcd ta grow amîid the wrtck and det..lt al itiez
sysicîtîs? Friend aud lac wili i once rci.ogmatc libai
that great ENIJURINt, sygitent has been Cîiimi i tA.si 1 %.

philosophy ai the Raînan worid itîl beforeih. (,rad-
uaiiy e'.cn in acorrimpît«lcrtin it pusiieti isvty
oer the enlire continent afi î:utrape, .înd madle titat
continent whai ire set Ai lo.day wltiîorit any parahîti
as art examîle ai ci ili.ion fl tire Mter) of hc
woid. T1ire saille Chitianait mi sis Protestant fori
lias creaied a siîiffar civilitaila lu titis western
warld, and is buildinîg up anotiter iiighiy civimxed
coniniunity lu Ausiralma not ta spenk of the Infligence
it begins te exeri l indiia. Every aihtr fart» afI re-
ligion vauilîes belore its toucit. Il is plain te sec
lit blohaiiuiiedanissu, llrahmanissi, hluddhisiît,
Camituci.inisn, T1.îaDI.tsi, vcnserabie as tut> arc, and
titougit ccunuitg their adhercnis b> scores ai iioins,
wili succuib te lis impîact. Tetiteuiot stubbaru re-
sistance it, lias ever cncauniered lias been fronti ls
eider brother judaistu. Note the vitatiiy thai lay ti
tht rcveiatiau ai tite Oid Testament, îîîalîtaining
itueli faont tire da> s of the h'htaraolis againsi Assyrian,
Grck, Romtan, îhrîiglm thI Midle Ages, clown ta the
pîroscnit uiie, lit every couimry un the face oi the globe.
Prophecy assures us itai il wiil iitvealhtitss bc
mergcd lu dte Itiglici rcveilicn.*

If Clinstianity mianiiests ibis indcsttuctibiiuy. -and
ibis cenquering power assailati as il lias been tee by
every (orna of plilosopiîical specuaiaticn as %voit as by
tr sword and tht powrer of tire State for cigitccn

centuries is it net because iu is ipossible te exti.
guish tire îarch oi truli?

fi is cngaged iu a Crent conflici ncw, îvitb Jufidel.
aty. Suppose the stcpticai philosophers lîke Huxlr%
.and Haeckel should îrauîîîph, tde wc nat aIl knew Oiai
wc shouid have Chaos? lu not ibis a guaranc titat
Infideliiy wih nai triumph? Can tuemotiter ai Chaos
devour the child ef Mary, whost precepîs arc tht bond
cf utodlern society, and whose iaiih lias awakencd the
swCctcst affections tîtat ever tuciteti witii cliariy lie
htumn heari? Can LovE be bgaumuhet tram tht
%vcrld? and shahl thte P'ure in H cari be drmvcn away as
a lac iotathe basenioaisacaciy? Ceiitra!1>rebyrwij.

C41N II'E PEEL SURAE.?

i was raid of a certain maguificent speech ai
Daniel WVebster that "levtry word weîghed a pound."
But there is a fiue in tht thirtyfiilt îîsalm -nxostiy
mnade up ai mcnasyllabies-iu wlîîcb ei'er word
wciglis a ion. David utîered ht lu a seasen af despon-
dency, wbcu hce cricd out. "&zy unto niy soul, 1 amn
Mhy salviiain." Tht aId mnonarcbi was in trouble.
His own îhroue was assailcd, and se hie wcnt te tht
Evcrlasting Titrent. His own hiear was assailcd by
doubus, and se hie sought for a tresît and full assurance
ai saiva?.on. Whatevcr David's own exporiences may
]lave been, hce furnished a golden prayer for universal
use in tîtese prcgnant, pi:hy words: iay unti îy
soul, I amn îhy saivation.l"

Tht salvatian which ai ofus meut neeti is a dcliv-
crance (ram the git and dominion ai Sin. We uceti
te be iiberaied froni the bandcage of that greai slave.
holder, the Devil. fleset wiîh teilnptaîions, wt need
succour when we are teinpted. Tht offly salvatian
"4under Heaven given amaug mnn is by thetorîcing
blooti of Jesus and tht regcngerating power cf the Holy

*Tiirec religions have been faundcdl in wholc or iu part on
the Old Testment; Judlaisuî. ChrismanitY Mloliammedan.
irag; and ltow stroug cadi eue bis beeu. Chai.îuanttyp lias
tits for It background.

Spirit. This Is ai full stalvation, Il con, tete salvation 1
litls GccVs uus-tcrpleco cf InercY to us gîsitty, dcîra ver,
and dylnh, sinaiers Ctil ts saivation bc malie jupe
Io a 1mi.n, auJ clin lie bc n-sr tuai ho possesses il?

WVc atswer, tinhesitatitgiy. li es. David tIid not
ask for luiipcsslbliitcs wlten lie aske.i Cuti tu assure
ftilm tf fls salvatien. l'nul kmîew wiiat ha wits about
%Yhemî lie sald. IlKncw ye net yaur own selves, boxw
ilit Ictus Christ lis fli yom, except ye bt reprabatest-
l'lerc ls ne iterliap about tige salvaîton af a trmc foi.
lowcr ai Christ, asiy mitai tItan diicte is about the gris.
lig oito-uiarrow's sun. hi dmotoidepeutiuponii>
Say, or your say, cr any tiians say. Oîily Ccd cang
gîve tira dletsive andl intalimbie assurance ta us tuiai
we are sale for titis warid and for eternity.

Letîti bc carcfuliy nîtd fliti te urayer lt thai (,ou
would sny unito the saUl. Ilh alti thy saivatian.-
l'hors as ne audmble veste addressed ta tire Car; mn
faci, mîulitutîdes litar tcaciter of saivation evcry babb
bath b> tr car, andI )et tîmeir hearis are as deai as
adders. Wltat Goîl says tan only be hoard by tige
licari. WVe would defino failli te bc heaî.khe,lT,ý4
Andi unie thc docile, belicvingr tout Goci says wcnder
lui îiîings, andi tiigb tu niaka tire soulkeIap fer jey.
*l'iîis is aî ilthîmi sayîng auJ wortla> of ait acceptatmon.
thai Ictus Christi canit mbt tht world te save sinners.
1 open the lvory chataber of John's Gospel, anti rcau
titee werds. "V'enhy, vent>y, 1 ta;s unie yen, lie tît
iteul nîy wardi anti belevetii on IlInt that sent nie
bîath everl.iutiug liteand shahl net conite iute candeliî.
naition."1 Agiin, jesus says. "This ms the wili cf H-uit
tîtat sent rac, titat cvcry onc whîe beicvtth ou the Son
nîay jive eveila!.uiug t11e.» 144Iy slîiep bear su
vaicc, anti i kucw tirent and tîiy folaw une. Andi i
Cive unie thein eternai fle, and they ishahl neyer
pcrish; nciîiîcr shahl any ni pluîck thiacut o c uy
iiand." hie dos mîct aluini ihat wc iiay ileier, ui a
rit ai waywardness and prhthe, throw curselves out of
tuai ahnîighîy andi Iovisîg baud. But lie ducs declare
that whitec wc siay there we ate sait. A-ad, bemug
sait, ive have a riglît ta knaw it, andti î féel ail the
sdenity andi satisfaction which this ownersisp by tme
Lordi Jesus cars inspire.

Faith la the souh's trust lu j*ius as aur saîvatien.
hi<«dte bning a delightfui sense of security. lut

il docs nai always do se, becaie i iu tae wcxik and
doubuing ta produce assurance. Faith ma tht inilh-,
andi assurance iu the crean which riscs n it. Tire
riciier tht iit hc marc abundani will be the creaiu.
4ssiarance lu nat essential ta salvatian, as faitli 13; for
Ged wiil Iei a greai îny people into heaven who had
a very iceble tailis hore on Iearth. Failli lu lite, though
it bc sanicîimts a very weak, auxicus, burdened, asic
uncoinfortabie hile. Assurance marks a hmglier degrec
ofciîath, vigour, joy, and power ta ovcrcmtîc. Peter
possessedi sonit faîlli wheu hie screanîed, te his Mlaster,
[rani tut wavcs. "Lord, Save me!" Ht had reached
a much htîghtr atlainiment by the Spirit wheu hie ex.
claimch in the mnarket-place af jerusalem: "Thius tu
the stant which was set ai naugbî of yeti builders,
îvhîclt is becoixie thc beond ai tire corner.» Saut of
Tarsus hadian infant faith bornin bis saul wîîcî lie
ivas gropang about lu tht bouse ai Ananias at Damas-
cus. Tire infant hiat grown laie a giant when Paul
liati rtached up te tlie ehghtb chapter te tht Romans,
anti couiti shout: I knr.Lu whom 1 have btlievid, and
alui pensiadedti iai Ht is able te keef that whicb I
htave coîuitîcd te Hlmn." Jesus had reay jaid ta
l>aui. I axia îby salvation2'

Paul htad the itness ai tht Spirit that hie was
Chitst's. Thcem was ai, inward. conviction and ast
autward lift, anti thetiwe correspondeti whth eact
cîher. They bath carrespandeti aise te tht Spints
description cf irise pieîY in the Dible. Whtn a tree
prodîtccs tire Ieaves ef a pear and tht fruit cf tht pecar,
wc are sure uiatit isl a pear trest. WVhen a mari fite
the love ofijesus in bis saul and keeps the comnmand.
mîxcts of Jesus in bis fle, hie bas the witnss ai the
Holy Spirit that lie is in Christ Being in Christ, ie
hs sate. There is ne candemnation te such a ruait.
He bas passeti front death unte flte. The Lard bas
already saiti unite such a éonsisten( believer: 'Il ang
îhy salvation." But when an cily-tongued dissembier,'
wbe cheats bis creditors or lives a fle ai secret uin-'
cleanness, grises lu a prayer meeting andi prates glibl
about his hahincus or bis sauictifleti attainruents, iei
simply isnmasks bis own hypocrisy.

~'We have joui said that assurance la net a positive
essertiah ai laiîh; but yeit his the priviiege and the.
dut> ofla genuiue Christian ta possess the assurzince
ai Chriit's lave andi protection. Old Laimer use Io0'
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