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àMR. EDKTcR,-From time te time we
heàr or reid statements regarding the mis-
sianary wvork of aur Ohurch in wbicb tht
Home and Foreign tids are compared and
cintrasted te tht detriment of ane or the
alter, and otten, we car, ta tht positive in-
jury of bath. We citen wondered how sucb
one.sided Impressionis ai eut werk sheuid
gel abroad. 0ur missionarles, geoerally
speaking, la the home filds are believers in,
and ardent supporters ef, Foreign missions
whit aur ioreîgn missionarles rejoice in the
pragrcss cf tht work nt home and coatribute
iiberaily towards its maintenance.

%Ve can readily uaderstand Dr. Robert-
son and Dr. Cochrane emphasizing tht im.
partance cf that part cf tht Chnrchs' work
which is sptclaliy committed ta their cure
and appealing ta us for a mare liberal sup-
port. Neither are We surprised when out
Foreign Mission convener and secretary
direct Or attention te tht condition cf the

Ebeattien la distant tauds and strive ta ealist
our sympathies Ia the Cbnrch wark ai seuid-
ing ta them the blessed gospel of or Lard
and Mfaster. We expect this of lhem, tbey
recognize il as a duty and apply theniselves
ta it with commendlabit diligence. Tht
responsibtiity of propagaing sucb unfortua-
aie impressions as those reterred ta, evi-
dentiy tests upon others wbo make use cf
ihe press or piaîform ta air their pecu-
tiat bias, and pose as champions ai tither
flome or Foreign missions.

A fercihie illustration ot this teck place
at tht recent Christian Endeavor Canven-
tien in Brantford, when at a raily ai Presby-
ttfraan Endeavarers, a preminent minister cf
our Cburch, speakîng an the subjcr, l'How
shail ne bring aur forces iota lice for united
effort for missions ?" miade a number ai
siatements, whicb, if believed by tht young
people preserit, were caicuiaîed ta leave an
mourons impression regardîng cut mission
fields, tht character aud tv.ork cf aur mis-
fionaries, and tht wisdom ai aur Home and
Foreign Boards.

Tht tîme cf the meceting, atter tht ad-
dresses were delivered, was taken up iargely
in the consideration of important resalutions,
sa that no lime was ieft for discussing the
address ta whicb reference is here made. I
irisb siniply ta mention sorte cf tht posi-
tions taken by the speaker and endeavor ta
insîver tbem, or at ieast ta affer a few words
clexpanatian whicb may tender them less
taifui.

Ia supporting an appeal for a deeper
itrest in Home Missions, tht speaker

stated (in substance, il net in the exact
words): x. IlThat the Hame Mission Corn-
mittee barely escaped a deficît whiie
he Fcreign Mission Cemmittte hail
nnncy encugha and ta spart." It is
encouraginf; tc know that bath cscaped a
eficit, but if tht Foreign Fond made a bel-

tir showiag than the Home Fnnd, is tht
cause nt ta be found in tht large bequests
ade durîng tht year ta tht former rather

ban ta any talliig oli cf interest in the iat-
er? Are not Loth b Dards equaiiy wiiling ta
. sely e.xptnd ail tht Iunds placed at their
*iSposal.

2. "'Tfat tht fareiga missionary gels a
rloiîgh cf ont year in seven whlle we

tirer fieat of a homne missionary getting
ch a test." Naw, w7e do not deny tht
alement, but surely a few words o! expila-
ation mIght have accamnpanied it, especi-
y la au audience of yong people, sanie

i ieast cf whomn migbt net take in ta con-
eration the enarmons tax upan a mission-
's v1'ahity by expasure te a tropical cil
te. Snch furiougb i deerned a necesity

ythe medical advisors cf tht B3oard and
is aecessity bas beca paînfuliv demon-
ted, by tht msnaîsWho were te-
.aDný'> compelled te retura ta their native
dl in order ta sage their lives as well as
tbose wha have been calicd ta thelr te.

frain their distant fild cf labor.

WC have net hpsrd' that our Haine Mis
Sien Committec has advocated sncb a fur-
lough on behahi ai our home missionaries
nor have we beard cf our homc missionaries
askiag for it. On tht coatrary they dlaim
It ta be their happy lot ta live and labor in
thehbealthiest climate under tbe suit.

3. IlThat fareign missionaries on being
sent out arc furnished wîth a complete "e ut.
fit," white we neyer hear of the home nis-
sianary helng thus furnished.' Tht neces-
sity cf this was ciaimed ta be as great in
the anc case as the ether. The convention
was thus icit ta choose between blamlng the
Foreign Mission Committee for giving the
autfit, or blamlog the Home Mission Cern-
mittee for not givmng it.

il. "lThat the foreiga missionarV'i wife
keeps hait a dazen servants, wbîle the home
mîssionary's wiie bas ta do ber own
drudgery.»

It is a tact that many of the wives cf aur
homne mIssionaries net along withaut a
servant cubher through chuice er necessîtyJ
and the sainie is true cf the wives of maey cf
aur Ontario pastors. Surciy ne one wonid
blame a home missianary if he should cm-
play a servant, hc is the best guide ai bis
awn needs and resources. Why then ia the
name af commun justice shouid we questian
the wisdom af a iorcign missïonary employ.
ing as niany servants as he rcquired, in
order that bis wlte might be eaabied te give
more time and energy ta that waric ta wbich
bath bave devoied their livts ? This seerns
clearer whea we are intormed that even baif
a dozen servants in China or India would
cost ne mare than ont in the North West.

5. The speaker then gave a vicer et the
hardships af the home field and stated that
three niissionaries had been driven insane,
tbrough being sa far removed trom the tel-
lowsbip cf their brethren and that seventy-flve
had remaved ta the UJnited States because
the people bad faiied ta irn.plement their
floancial engagements.

If the above statements are correct, tbey
do not speak very favarably fer the surround-
ings cf the three untortunate bretbren, and
go far towards convinciog us that mauch af
the praise 'given ta the Ptesbyterians cf
Manitoba and the North West on account
ofitheir llberaiity and devotion bas bten mis-
piaced. Tht periad cavercd by this exedus
wvas net stated-probably it was întended ta
cover tht whoie histary cf aur work there.
Saime deiegatcs were gaing away with tht
impression that this badl taken place during
tht past Vear. I arn inclined, however, te
tht opinion that tht statements are nct
strictly correct, especially tht latter. It
may bc truc that somte bave ieft f-)r that
reason but is it nat equaliy truc that athiers
may have left the aider provinces and gone
ta tht North West for the very sanie reasen?
If tht rail were calied cf ail who took a part
in tht pioncer wark cf Manitoba during the
early part of their ministry, quite a number
wanld reply item Ontario and othtr parts af
Canada as Weil as from tht States.

Some are knewn ta have gant ta Dakota,
mnainly because a large portion of their con-
gregations bad Itft Manitoba ta settle south
of tht fine. Let us hope, hewever, that in
the near future, when tht reign cf oppres.
sien shail be ever, these temporary exiles
may return ta Canada and briag their
pastors with tbem. It seems probable that
if an investigation were n.ade, a great variety
af reasous would be brougbt forward for
these removais. Surcly. then, nothiog is ta
be gained by throwing suspicion tither upon
these mren wbo bave left us or lapon tht con-
gregations ta wham they ministered. If vie
are ta bring tht forces cf out young people
"mbt lice fer united effart,"~ i is not ta be
accomplished by such representations cf the
field cpening up belote tbem ; but rather by
keeping before themr tht fact that aur Home
and Foreiga Missions are cnt, that when
properly nnderstaod there is no scblsm, and
that it is theït dluty and privilege te pray for
bath, ta coatribute ta bath, and ta use their
utmost diligence in these exercises in order
that they may bie tht bter fittedl for bigher

servIce. May there bermacy la the ranks
of out Endeavour Society who shail hear
the Master's cali ta hoid forth the Word af
Lite in out Home or Foreign field and who
shalt answer; Il Etre amn 1, Sena me."

DELEGArE

ELDERC'S SECOND RRPLY lO
r.n~ DR 3aifULLA'N ONV
TI1E PLI)EIM1P.

NIR Er'PiiR-ln repiy ta Rev. Dr.
McMuiltn i may say that 1 arncither a
Congregationalist Dor a Quaker, but, as 1
sign myseif, a Preshyterian "Eider." I
believe in a stated ministry and in associai-
cd and supervisdsry gavernment by Sessions,
Presbyteries, Synods and Assemblies ; but
I do not helieve that aur Courts as at pre-
sent constituted and reguiated arc neces-
sarlly perfect or incapable of impravement.
On the caatrary the worid bas made pro-
gress and gained experience In the science
af goverament since their institution of
which 1 tbînk it is aur duîy ta avait aur-
selves. Furthermare there is a feeling
abroaci in the Church that the administra.
tion afi us aflairs bas net been as disinterest-
cd as it ought ta have been, and that but
scant and tardy justice is meted out ta con-
gregatians in their untortunate and ail ton
frequent conficts wlth the rninistry.

The exclusive and exceptianal priviieges
whicb the ciergy enjey and by which tbey
have been enabled ta override Sessions and
averwhelmn Presbyteries, is a travesty upon
responsibie gavernment and bas tended ta
alienate the sympatby of the people as it
bas rabbed tbem ai power and representa-
tien.

I consider the abolition of these privi.
leges and the improvement af the popular
represenatian the anly permanent carrec-
tive cf these abuses, and 1 attach import-
ance ta the Eider-maderatarship question
anly as it aflects this greater crne.

1 advocate no change in the relative
unctions of minister and eider athier than in

maîters ef gaverrament. This is my posi-
tion and tbese are the considerations which
led ta my cbaltenging the dactor by asking
for the Scripîure for bis extraardiaary con-
tention, that by ordînance ai Christ, eiders
were irretreviabiy excluded froni the gav-
erning offices af the Courts, firrespective
of any constderation afIl personai fltness. "

How fat his letters are ta bc considered
a reply it will be fer cach reader ta judge
far itimseif. Prababiy we shall difler in2
opinion according ta aur sympathies and
leanings. Ta me be scarce seems ta bave
treated the subject Seriousiy s0 littie bave
bis letters even the semblance ai a reply.
He quotes three passages of Scripture,
the first in support ai a standing mînistry
which bas neyer beea questioned, tbz second
in support af Apostolic ElderShip which is
irrelevant as the office is extinct, tbe third
in support cf geverniment by eldersbip which
was aise unquestioned and which s0 far as
relevant supports niy contention. if
tggoverament bas ail aieng been the fnc-
tian cf the eidership,' then a minister can-
nat participat unless he dc sa as an eider.
Assurmg tbat be can do this, then tht
dactor praceeds ta make the further as-
sumptian that he actes sa in supremacy te
ail others. The assumptian Is, I submit, con-
trary ta the ivboie spirit af *be gospel, and
is sn accordance with a spirit cf ecclesiasti-
cismu which bas been the banc af Christian-
ity ever since the Apostaiic era.

T am giad ta Icare that the doctor's views
are by no mrans generaiiy entertained by
aur niinistry. The diversiîy cf opinion
upan this and upon kindred subjects shows
tipon wbat flumsy and indefinite faundations
sucb far Ietcbed doctrines are based.

There tan be no doubt about the rights
ef the peple and no miistake in incteasIng
their facilities for self-government. How
tbis shouid bc accomplished is a malter for
careful consideration, but 1 wouid suggest a
term service for bath ministry and eidership,
the increase cf eidcrship representaîlon,
passibiy by giving congregatians representa-
tien according te memhership and the aboli-
tiOn of ail disqualîfyîng distinctions in mat-
ters of govetament. LE.

OiFlDIE.iCE lO 6'OD- l!1L1T
DOES IT JI'OL 17E?

Na ont caoe read carefnhly tht aPening
chaaters cf the Bible wibeut beîag iri-
pressedi ylth thetfact that ahedience is very
strcntgiy Iisied upon. Adam was tld ta
bc abeditot. Gad gracieusiv condescendcd
ta enter ino a covenant with hîm, but, as
aut Shorier Catechisni says, il was an the
condition of ptrtect obedienc.e cn tht part et
Adam. Se allen is tbis subiect et obedience
îouched upon in tbe Scripltes that unc
finds refeces t0 it an aimat every page,
and if vie takre a Concordance we shahi set
that the word " Obey "and ils cogoates
occur verv Ireqnenîly. ha his "lKeys te tht
Word," Dr. Pierson gives "l Ohedience " as
tht key.word ai tht book of Dcuteronomy.
It is net difficuit ta understand wby ohedi-
ence sbould be so strocgiy empbastzcd. Il
pupîls refuse te Obey îbeut teachet they Witt
make no pragress in their studies. If sub-
Jects cast off the autharity af their ruiers
we may loak fat confusion, anarchy and
cvery cvii work. If seidiers de nat ebey
their commanders there is niutiny, aad tht
batit, which might have been won, i5 tost.
Every general stiouid be able ta say as tht
Centurtan did : "lFor 1 arn a man under
authorîty, i2aving undet me soidiers, and I
say tc this mian, Go, and be gaeth ; and ta
another, Come, and be camctb and ta my
servant, Do Ibis, and bc doeth it." If chil.
dren scara ta obýey their parents tht bouse
is turn"'d int a bediani. If, ia tht relations
between rulers and ruled, beiween superiors
and inferiars, abedience îs se necessary, ont
can readiiy uodersîand why it sbouid be in-
sisted upen wben man's duty te God is set
fortha. God is our creatar, Preserver and
bountiful Beociactar, and as such Hie bas
tht righî ta command us, and to demaod
abedience ta Hîs laws. Ht bas, bebides,
endowecd us vcith the 1P .)'er cf chwicce; Ht
bas made us responsibie moral agents ; and
H-, will bless us oaly wben we recogoize His
authority and yield curselves impicitiy te
Bus guidance.

Tht obedience we tender God sheuld be
exact, prompt and cheerfut. A bey la
schoei niny be tala ta study bis grarrimar,
and be maï choose to write ioste.ad ; but
thaugh tic may de remaikably gond woîk
witb tht pen, yet tht excellence ct tht writ.

ig wii net atone for bis disobedience.
Lis obedience is nat exact. Or, he may

take up bis grammar, but as long as bis
cyts are on the place, bis lip is curled witb
score. Again be is at fanit for bis obedi-
coce is net chaeerfül. Or, bc may take tmp
bis grammer, but on ly after be bas arnused
biniseif with sorrletbing tise for several
miautes. Once more be is biamtwortby
because bis obedience was nat prompt.
Perhaps kirng Saut veutld have offertd a
very li.xge sacrifice ai tht sbeep and oxea
'wbich bch aît taktn ftarr tht Amalekites
but the iargeness et tht sacrifice lIouid nat
bave covered tht sin cammitted in sparîog
what ht bad been told ta destroy til. Sam.
xv. 22).

Obedience ta Divint law invoives suc-
cess jusi as the opposite involves tailure.
Those laws in themselves are god; they
are framed by Ont Whao cati make no mis-
take ; His cbject in issuing thets %mas te
advance eut highest and besi interests, but
if these iaws which were se wiseiy devised
for sncb a wertby purpase are respccted,
and if tht commandmcaîs cf Gad are obey-
td tbey will prarnot out truest welfare.
Success bas beca defincd as usefuluess bere
and beavea bereatter ; and we can be use-
fnl here and we cari secure heaven bereafter
oniy wben we waik la tht way of Goals
ccmmandimeots, accept bis invitations and
close with bis overtures ai mercy. "Il e
that keepeth the cemmandment keepetti bis
awn seul " (Prcv. xix. 16). IlObedience is
tht crowning grace ai the fallowet ai Cbris>
-nay il is tht very essence cf holiness."1
"O0 that rap ways were dîrected ta keep
Thy statues. Then shah .1 net bic ashamed
when 1 bave respect unie ail Thy canimand-
meats I (Ps. cxix. 5 .6).

Dr. Pierson says the foliowing seven
principles af obedîtoce are t0 be found in
Denteroomy. (i) Tht Fathetbaod of
God and His Proptîetership tn ELs people.
(2) The duty of separatian unto Him and
His service. (3) Worship to b liocaiized
and ceoîraized. (4> Ail idalatrens relics ta
be detrcyed. t5) Ail idalatraus acts ta
bce tteated as treason against God-punish-
cd as capital crimes. (6) AhU ethical rela-
tions ta bie regulated by God's law. (1) Tht
hrctbtrhoed of man lmplied in tht Father-
bond cf God.
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