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N\Vhyis morney sa scarce at thelieadquRriers
ai the Presbycerian Cburcb in Canada?
Why as il necessary ta send sa many cîrcu-
lars urgîng cangregatians ta provîde maore
mancv for colleges, missions an%1 augmnenta-
tion? Why are the men that the Church has
pat in charge ai ber work sa bampered and
hîndered for want ai iunds ? Why is it
necessaty ta îalk ai almnost every kmnd ai
a Chturch meeting about money ?

There îs anly anc reply, and that ana
civtrs the grauod. Tbere is not enough
ai vital godlîness in the Church as a wbole
t0 do the %vork that the Churcb is trying tn
do. Talk untîl you are twice as oId as Me-
îhusalch. A iew people in moist coogrega
tions do Iheir doty, or, parhaps %ve sbould
say, live Up ta their privileges, for giviog ta
the Lord's work is a preciaus privilege, but a
large number gîve aîmast nothivg, and
many gave absoiuîely noîhiog. We said a
iew people in most cangregations give liber-
aIly, but il is a s id tact that there are wbole
congregations that do almost nathing, and
whoîe Preshyteries that have scarcely a
liberal congregation within tbeir batinds.

According ta the tables ai averagas sub-
miîîed by Dr. Torrance in bis hast repart ta
the General Assembly, each memaber ai the
churcb gave ta the scbemes ai the Church
$1.69, during the ecclesiastical year ending
in April, '94. The year previaus each mem-
ber gave one cent more. Less than hall a
cent par day is the sumn total ai average 2îv-
icig for ail the schemes ai the cburch for the
year that ended Iast April !

%Vby is the average so law ? Because
many give nothing at aIl. Why do s0 many
give notbing aI al? Because tbey are nat
sufficientîy under the influence ai the Holy
Spirit, ta be moved ta give. That is the
plain English ai the whoîe malter. More
spiritual lite wauld bring more money. A
revival aCvital gocilinass would increase the
contributions witbout any special effort an
the part ai thase that the Chutrch bas coin-
mîssîoned ta carry an work that cannai be
done withaut money.

Il may be urged ihat thare bas been de-
pression in business for over a year, and
that the tunds have suffered in consequence.
Wbat are the facts ? Saine places have
suflered frram depressian, wbile others have
prospered, and, we venture ta say, the places
that suffered mast bave suppîied tbe greater
share ai the !lands. Toranto bas, perbaps,
suffered more tban any other cammunity,
and, although we have flot the figures belote
us, we venture ta say that the Presbyteriaas
of Toronto have n ot decreased ibeir gîving
by on e cent. The saine as Iîkely true af
Monîreal and other cammunîties that have
suffered from the depression if their pockeî
rallier than in their imagination.

The price ai wheat is 10w. Tt no daubt
is, but the purchasing power ai a bushel ai
wvheat is as great now as il ever was. If
wheat is Iow, almost every thing the man
wbo raises wbeat bas la buy is correspond-
inizly Iow.

The deprassion argument lasas much af
ils force in the face ai the tact that the aver-
age givîng ta the schemes was not mucb
bîgher wbcn there was no depression, real
or îmagînary. The highest average we can
flnd was in 1890, when il rose ta $î.Sz, or
about hall a cent per member per day. 110w
much betler face dots that put on the
matter ?

And, ha il remambered, that thasa aver-
ages are a long way ab5ve the mark, sa fair
as the niambarsbip is concerned. lu every
cangregatian ibare are adberents who give
matîch mare liberally than many ai the cota-
muinicants, and wbosa gis bring down the
average gîving ai the members much baiaw
the average given by Dr. Torrance.

Two Daminion cabinet mînîsters sipoke
ait tbree meetings in Ontario last week.
The burden af their spceches was that Can-
ada is prosprrous. The people cbecered

themn ta the ecno. Hoiv cornes il that the
country is always prosperaus during an edcc-
lion campaign, and hecornes suddenly de-
prcssed when monev is wanted for cburch
purposes ?

There is only one eflectual remedy for
crippled church work and depleted church
treasurses. That remedy as more af the
power of the Holy Ghost. Committees,
however efficient, are onsy human, and, bc-
ing hurnan, IcannaI do rnuch ta move the
hearts of men. Overtures cannot impart
grace. Motions and arndmenîs never
convcrted a siffler nor revived a saint.
Circulars, however urgent, cannot prarnote a
genuine revival, especially when they gel no
tther than the waste baskcet. Il Dring il

Up in the Presbytery " bas flot as much spir-
itual influence as many a Hlighalaudrnan's
grace before meat. The Presbytery may
need revival quite as much as the people.
The worst feature of the situation i s
that those who need life most are always
the mobt: opposed to the use of anv means
that mîgbî increase life. Tbeir rernedy is
to brandish the ecclesiastical club in the
laces of the people. Clubs neyer frighten
dead men. Even a commission af Presby-
tery cannot do much work in a spiritual
graveyard.

There is danger of a deficit in some af
the funds next June. There is sornething
worse than a deficit here now. A deficit in
lite is more dangerous than a deficit in
dollars. Remove the deficit in life and tbe
deficit in dollars will go itself.

SAINT' FRA NCIS OF ASSISI.-

PA4 RT II.-Concluded.

It was not until a muan of Assisi threw in
bis lot with Francis that hie conceived the
idea of brînging together a few companions,
who with taira would carry on the Apostoiic
work Many of ail classes-nobles, merch-
ants and peasants-joined birn, and tbus
tbe Order ai "Brothers Minoi;" was found-
ed. The official Rule of tbe Order was the
words Francis heard atl Portinuncula, wiîb
the additions: "I f any man will corne after
me let him deny himself, take up bis cross
and follow me; for whosoever will save bis
lite shall lose it, and whosoever ivill lose bis
lite for my sakce sball 6ind il," and, "lIf thou
wilt be perfect, go bell wbat thon bast and
give ta the poor, and thou shalt bavc trea-
sure in becaven, and corne and foilow me."
"Bretbren," Saint Francis would add,
"this is our lite and aur Rule, and that af

ail who join us ; go then and do as you bave
beard." The real Rule was Francis, on
whom ail eyes were bent .the Brothers saw
in bîrn îbeîr visible Cbrist. "Imitate me,"
hie could say with a «I hurnilîty, as Saint Paul
dîd. The most complete humility and the
most perfect confidence in bis inspiration
iived together within bîm. IlThou wishest
ta know why il is 1 wbom men follow?
Thou wîshest ta knaw P It is because the
eves of the Most Bigla bave willed il tbus;i

...as His most holy eyes bave mot
found among sinuers any smaller man, nor
any more insufficient and more sinful, there-
fore He bas cbosen me ta accomplish tbe
marvellous work wbicb God bas under.
takzen; He chose me because He could find
no one more wortbless, and He wîsbed bere
to confound the nabiiity and grandeur, the
slrengtb, the beauty, and the learning of
tbis world." " Infinitely lovely," bis bio-
grapher says Francis was. He was pasî
Middle heigbî and bad much grace and de.
licacy af body, and a noble bearing. His
voîce was soit and sanorous, and bis dark
cves were full ai tenderness, îbough they
could giow terrible %vill .ndignation. Often
a look, or a word would win bain a disciple,
such power hadl he.

Portinuncula was the headiquarters of the
Little Poor Men, and the forest around was
tbeir cloister. From Ibis retreat tbey went
forth througb the surrounding country
Preaching, calling themselves God's JQi2-
Rieurs. They worked, aie and siept with

the peasants, sometinies meeting witb in-.
suIt and malîreatment, but oflener witb
kindness ; and wvhen asked who îhey weres
tbey would answer simply, Ilwc are peni-
lents, batives ai the cilyoaiAssisi." Francis
bad avisionaf the greatness af bis Order,
and with il be would corifort bis disciples
when despondent . I saw a multitude ai
men caming towards us, asking that tbey
migbt receive the habit ai aur holy religion,
and, Io, tbe sound ai their iootsteps still
echoes in my cars. 1 3aw themn coming
fram every direction filldng aIl the roads."
The vision was a truc one, and happily at
the first vision af the corruption ai bis ideals
and the disappoinîment ai bis bopes, con.
sequent upon tbe rapid increase ai the
order, was bsdden frorn bina. Later an be
saw ail. "A time wîll corne," hc said
hîtterly, Ilwhen aur order will so have last
aIl gond renown that ils members will bc
asbamed ta sbaw themselves hy dayligbt."

Very beautiful and idyllic is the picture
af the lite ai thecBratbers at Partinuncula.
They had a fev rude buts, and for ten years
this was their plac, af retirement for rest
and spiritual refreshment. They were truiy
bretbren, dwelling tagether in unîly. Itis
Raund Table, Francis sometimes called
tbem, and the poor board round wbicb tbcy
sat, bie loved ta caîl mnensa Voinini. Again
men saw the gospel ai the Beatitudes; Joy
and perfection ai cbaracter were ta thern
idlentical. It was a laboring, not a mendic-
ant order. Each brother worked at bis awa
trade, taking for pay. only the necessary
food? for tbey were allawed ta hoîd no pro.
pcrty wbatever, except their tools and
clotbes. Wben tbcy were preaching îbey
begged theit food. There was notbink, bard
ar ascetic in their devotion ta poverty.
Poverty wvas tbeir bride, and tbev worsbip-
ped ber as a true knight does bis lady.
Cheerfuîness vras a duty, or rallber their
spontaneaus lite ; tbey were God's jugers.
They gave up aIl tbings that they mîght pas-
ses ail tbings. WVith Francis as -. illa lesus
avarice was tbe root cvii. IlSeli aIl thou
hast and give ta the poor," was bis first
command ta the wealtby and noble wbo
would follow bim. It must be remembered
that poverty was frequentlv tben the resuit
ai wars and appr-ssion, and was not so often
as naw accompanied by moral degradation.
Saint Francis resisted ta the last ail at-
tempts ta change the rule in this respect,
and as hie began bis apostolic life by the
symbolic act described, s0 at the close af
bis lite he caused bimselt ta be divested of
bis clatbing, and laid uapon the ground in
the arlas ai bis Lady Poverty. But hae only
required tbis pnverty ai thase wba were de-
voted ta tbe missianary lufe. Sureîy be
foliowed the very word ai bis Master.

Tt is perbaps bis intense love af nature
whicb, as much as anything cIse, sa endears
the Saint tb Ruskin. His lave went out ta
every crealure, and was as houndless as tbe
universe. He feit kinsbip with everything.
The sun,the wind,and fire were bis brathers ;
the birds and tbe flowers were bis sisters.
Il Brather birds," be cried ta a Rlock that
gathered iearlessly about bila by thb*e road-
side, Ilyou augbt ta praise and lave your
Creator very mucb. Hle bas given you
feathers for clotbing, wiDgs for fliing, and
ail that is needful for you. . ." Il ItI is
my turn ta spak," bie said ta the swallaws
Ibat drawned bis vaice with their chirping -
Illittfe sister swvailowsi hearken ta the
word ai God ; keep sulent and be very quiet
until 1 bave finisbed." Every creaturc bad
a part in the divine purpose and was sacrcd.
One day a leveret was brought ta him.
"lCame ta me, brother leveret," bie said ta
il, and the creature, set free, Tan ta bimn for
refuge, reiusing ils freedom.

Tbey made no display ai theiz fastings,
and seli-renuanciation, and Saint Francis
had the propbet's contempt for are formai
observances. IlThe sinner cari fast," ha
wauld afttn say ; Ilhe can pray, weep,
macerate hîmgelf, but anc tbing be cannai
do, be cannai ba faithial ta God." It is
related of *Brother Ginepro that, ta escape an
admirîng crawd at Rrntel be joined a group

ai children pîaying at se-saw, and continu-
cd absorbed in bis pastirne until the crawd,
disgu5led, went away ; and whcn Francis,
awing ta ill-bealtb, vins persunded ta in
dulge in a slight luxury, hc would anly do
sa openly lhant hie might not appear more
thau ha %vas. He bad no desire ta per(arrn
signs and wonders. TbouRh bie seemed la
have passessed mysteriaus power, hie neyer
used bis gifts ta irnpress the multitude, or
gain adberents. Brother Egidio aven
prayed for grace not ta worlc miracles that
ho migbt freep bis humifity. rt was the
advance af spiritual pride amon g the
Brothers tlint Francis mast feared. IlLittle
brother Francis," bie delighted ta caîl huma-
self, and bie was the servant ai aIl. The
Brothers wen t out as servants at flrst, and
performeci the most menial services amongst
the poor and sick, aind in in privata families
When il was propasedl by Cardinal Ugalini,
as a mode ai reforming the Cburcb, liant
bishops sbould be chosen tram the Brothers
Minor ta replace the corrupt ones, the
Poverello, alarmed, answered: Il If my
friars have heen called Minores il is mot that
tbey may become Majores. If you desire
that tbey become truitful ta the Church af
God, leave tbemn alone, and kecp tbemn in
the estate int wbfch God bas called theni."
Most noble, even if mnis*1aken, tas bis at-
titude lowards the secular clergy. I
would flrst convart the prelates by humility
and respect," be rcplied ta anc wbo
camplained ai tbe hostility of the biubaps:
"for when tbey sec us humble and respect-
fuI towards tbern, they lhemselves will beg
us ta preach and convert the people. As
for me I ask ai Gad na privilege unless il
be that I may hava manie, ta be full ai re-
spect for ail MeV, and ta convert tbem, as
aur Rule ordains, marc by aur example than
by aur speech."

The attitude ai Saint Francis towards
the Pope and the church was peculiar.
Always protesting bis filial abedlience, and
always believing in il bimnseif, fie yet be!icv-
ed bis owii inspiration ta be higber Ihan
Pope or cbaurcb, and resolutcly and passion-
ately asserted il whan attemps werc Made ta
change bis rute. AIl arc familar with the
sîary oi bis jaurney ta Rame, with -lhe
eleven braîhers, for.tbe Pope's approval ai
bis order, and the cold reception ha receiv-
ed. His entbusiasm and earnest assurances
afifldelity ta Rame in the end won a qualifi-
cd approval trom the representative ai
Christ ; for Francis asked no privilege, but
anly permission ta live the gospel lue.
There is na doubt ai the Pope's warm ad-
miration, but hie fearcd the original and
daring spirit ai the twelve Umbrian aposîles.
They receivedl the tonsure, and Rome ab-
sarbed themn Rraduafly inua ber lifé, until, in
process ai lime, tbey becanse an ecclesiastical
institution. After rnany nobles and Iearned
men had joined the order, there was a strang
parly in favor ai adopting some af the
principles of the aider orders, and this is
wbat the papacv desired ; but Francis de-
spised leariiink, as a source ai pride, and
clung ta the simpItcity ai bis rule. Once at
a chapter-general of the order, Cardinal
Ugolini gentîy suggested the adoptian ai a
rule mnre suited ta the cbanged conditions.
Drawing tbe cardinal intà the inidst ai the
chapter, lie said vebemnentîy : IlMy
brothers, the Lard bas calIed me mbt the
ways ai simplicitv and bumiIity. ln tbem
bie bas shown me the trulfi for myself, and
for those wbo desire ta believe and falfow
me ; do fat then, came speaking ai the Rule
ai St. Benedict, ai St. Augustine, of St.
Bernard, ar ai any ather, but solciy ai that
which God ini lis Mercy bas sean fit ta show
me, and ai wbicb He bas tld me that He
would. by ils means, rnake a new cavenant
witb the. world, and He does not wiIl that
ive shouîd bave any athtr. But by your
learning and ynur wi3dom God wii bring
van ta confusion." But the pressure ai the
ncw ideas praved taa mnuch for bis failing
sîrengtb. The spirit ai the lime was an-
thusiasticaliv opposed ta St. Francis ; for it
was the early period ai the renaissance and
men glorifiéd Iearningl. Ha yielded the
goveroneot ai bis arder ta another. At bis
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