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N None of bis charmi ng lettcrs to the Brislh 1eek/y
on religious life in Scotland, Rev. W. J. Dawv-

son says:<'"The stream of religious li1k docs flot
babble as itflows, but it runs deep and constant."
The trouble with somne types of religious life on this
side of the Atlantic is that there is more babble than
flowv.

A WVRITER in one of our British exchanges,
.Ldescribing Gladstone's spcech on the Welsh

Discstablishment Bill, refers to the part of the
speech that the Grand Old Man scenmed ta enjoy
inost. That part %vas, of course, the mast effective.

t may wvell be doubted if ever there was a good
speaker wvho did flot enjoy speaking or a good
preacher whlo did flot enjay preaching. In fact it
may be doubted if a man can do any kind of work
well if he dloes not enjoy doing it.

A FEW months ago the Legislature of Manitoba
enactcd a lawv abolishing separate schools in

the Prairie Province. The Bill was framed, intro-
duced and carried through all its stages by Attor-
ney.General Martin, one of the strangest mnen in
the Local Government. Mr. Martin was a candi-
date for a seat in the Dominion Parliament on the
5th, and was hopelessly beaten. If the people of
Manitoba feel grateful for having separate schools
abolished they have taken a way of showing their
gratitude nat easily understood by outsiders. t does
net mend ruatters much ta say the C. P. R, '«took
the Province by the throat." Assuming that ta be
true, are we to infer that the people care more for
the C. P. R. than for Equal Rights and non-sectar-
fan education ?

APRESBYTERIADI clergyman writing in the
AHomizlctic Mont/dly throws a ray of light an

the tenacity %vith %vhich Presbyterians hold an ta
old customs. In this brother's cangregation funeral
services were held in cburch and the maie relatives
and pallbearers kcept on their hats during service.
The new pastor created some friction by introduc-
irig the innovation of uncovered heads during wvar-
ship. The argument used against him was that he
wvas ,"striking at customs sanctioned by good men
wvho were held ini high esteem by the people." Most
of us have heard that argument several times. A
reasonable consarvatism is good in mnany things,
but , use and wont " are driven tao far when plead-
ed as a reason for wearing bats in public worship.

THE Washington correspondent of the Chiri-
Tiian-at- Work givas this description of the

closing scene in Congress-
Thé cosing scents of this Congress resembled a pande.

monium. The introduction of the usual complimentary resr,
tion for the Speaker provoked a war of words, and the rofl
cal! procecded in great dsorder; sarcastic and cutting re-
marks were. bandied batween members on botb sides.
Finally, âowever, it passed by a vote of 152 to i r6. Mr.
Reed bas ibis conuoation, that he is the thirteentb Speaker
against wbomn reserntment lias thus been rranifested, and

oriamong bus distinguisbed predecessors are the names of
Henry Clay, Jamtb K. Polk and Robert Winthrop. On the
announcement that the Hous.- was adjourned sine die, there
broke forth a chorus of cheers and yells, bats and papers
were flung in the air, songs were sung and the floor of the
House exhibited a scene surpassing even the wildest out-
breaks on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange.
Sbould political union with the United States prove
ta Le the future of Canada, as many understoad Mr.
Blake to predict, those statesmen who at timnes turn
the Dominion Hanse of Commons into a bedlamn
will feel quite at H-ome in Washington.

'THE Rev. W. J. Dawson is writing bis 'aim-
I pressions of Scotland ' for the B8rit isli

Week/y. His contributio."t on the " Minister aud
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bis work " is capital, and if îve may judge fromt
the following c.xtract, it is st ill a go%-d and pleasant
thing ta be a minisfcr in Scotland:

There is a good deat of humant nature inhumanity, and 1
have ne doubt there are in Scotch Churches, as weil as
Englisb, perlons who drive a bard bargain with their minis-
ter, and expeet their full pound of flesb. fBut, speaking out
of niy own I imited experience, 1 cas only say that 1 have
foundamong the Scotch a dcgree o(considcrat;jn and respect
for the mnnster' most unusuat in average English churcli 11We
The people respect the pulpit, and therefore they respect the
minuster s studius hours They.- respect the minister for bis
office, and, so long as lie doca his best ta fulfil its duties, hie
rnay be sure cf their confidence and affection. Tbey do not
urge him te fulfit an impossible standard of duty; they make
full allowance fer the strain which the weekly pulpit puts upon
him. They attach themseîves ta inisters rather than to
Churches, and thz bond between pastor and people is a ver
affectionate one. They are net easily won, but wben they once
attach themselves te youyou may trust them, testay. ( have
met fewer of the unvertebrate. gelatinous species of Churcli
member here than cnywhere èIse. The narnby.pamby,
morally fiabby youth lias sehdom crossed my field of vision.
The youth over there are savcd front being inverte-
brate, gelatinous, namby-pamby, and morally flabby
by learning the Shorter Catachism. Calvinism wvhen
properly taught rarety fails to make a firm, clean
cbaracter. Henry Ward Beecher-no great admirer
of the Calvinisi , c systcm-said an>' other system
left a man Ilsort and dirty."

T HE movement for the enlîstment or the inter-
est and anargies of the boys in mission work

in connection with zongregational mission bands,
tbough recent in origin, bas already met with an
encouraging nicasure of success. Wherever such ait
arganizatiun bas been attempted it found suitable
material ready ta undertake tht work. The impor-
tance and usetuhness of such societier' are ably
and clearly set forth in Il Aj B.'s"I commui.,cation on
the subject, wvhich appears in another page of this
week's issue. The value of boys' mission bands,
bath edticative and practical, is clearly bronght aut
and by no means ovarstated. The brieTf paper an
the subject is worthy of careful perusal, and should
in a numbor of instances lead ta deMite results. To
aIl interested in this particular form of congregational
activity, the form af constitution, from the pan af
Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, wvbich appeared a we.-k or
two ago, will prove ver suggestive and balpful Ont
condition of success, next to the hearty co-aiperatian
af tht boys themselves, is the self-denying devotion
of aIder friands %villing to aid by their encourage-
ment and advice.

T HERE is a good deal of unnecassary comment
on the manner in which Dr Talmage's con-

gregation pay, or, perhaps we should say, don't pay.
They repart about 4,wOO mambors, but do very littît
for missions, and it is understood that the Doctor
bas refused ta take bis salary until they m"kê some
headway with the new church building. Though
the membership is parhaps the largest in Amarica,
appeals were made ta the ganeral public ta, help the
cangregation to rebuiid. Thare is no reasan in the
world why anyone sbould wonder at the finances of
the Tabernacle. Lt is qsàite true that Dr. Talmaga
preaches ta immense crovds, but wheui d' crowds
ever pay liherally. Roundars neyer pay. Tie crowds
that run aitar sensationai preaching are bard ta
please %vith seats, and write letters ta the newspapers
if front pews are not given themn, but they rarely get
beyond five or ten cents when tht collection plate
cornes round. The men who pay are the men who
go ta their own church evary Sabbath as a matter
of principle. Ninety-nine times eut et a hundred
the amount of a collection depends nat on the
number et strangers present but on the number af
yaur awn paying parishioners. Talmage is a great
man un many ways but neithar he nar any other
man can takie maney out of the crowds; that go
around amang the churche±s. Still, if there are 4,000
members in the Brooklyn Tabernacle they should
rais'! large surns af money without any holp tram
the crowd.

IN com mon with many othars atter a careful
reading ef Mr. Blake's famaus Durham latter

we camne-ta the conclusion that the hanourable
gentleman cansiders political union witli the
United States the ultimata destiny of Canada.
Believing annexation ta be unpopular with a great
majarity af Canadians, we were prapared ta giva
Mr. Blake great credit for hc'nestly wrýking known
bis viaws ta bis cauntryrten. Courage is a virtue
wa ail admire Lt now appears, however, front a
latter pniblished in the Globe tha other day, that Mr.
Blake doos not look upon political union with the
United States as aur " ideal " or Il as yet inevitable "
future. Perhaps the honourable gentleman h- ay

'm&Aicur ath, deg

find tirne before long to take bis countrymen into
i's cotrdetîce and teil them wbat ha d ocs think
weuld bc aur ideal state of poitical existence. No
one should knowv botter than the Honourable
Edward Blake that destructive criticism of pro.
posed remedies will flot cure the ilîs ot the body
politic. When hae lias hurled bis hast shaft at the
N.P., and said aIl that can bc said against
Unrcstrictcd Reciprocity, there wli still bc ive mil.
lions of people here who must bc governed in samu'
way. If Mr. Blal e knows ot any thing botter than
our present state af ?olitical existence, ho should lay
bis plan before bis ceuntrymen at once. A
patriotie citizen is ahvays willing te say what he
thinks is best for bis country.

W ON DE FULtbe différence that allChîurches,
especially the Presbyterian, mai-ce boteen

beterodoxy in doctrine and heterodoxy in practice,
if we may be alowed ta use such a term. A min.
ister may prcach the glorious Gospel of the blessed
God ini such a way as ta repel miany et bis hecarers
and put asleep those who are se good that ho can-
net drive themn away. and though hae preaches in
that way for years no Church wilh interfère with
him. Lot him run across the Standards in one
sermon, even on a point flot fundamental, and, if the
Presbytcry knows, hae may pcrbaps bc cita'd forth.
with. Surah>' praaching the Gospel repulsivoly for
twenty yoars is as serious an offence as combatting
sorme non-assential though gencrally received doc-
trine An eider may have been uttarly useless for
a quarter of a century. During aIl that time lie
may neyer hava donc an houres work except on
communion Sabbath. Nebady has said a word te
him about bis usahessnass. Uscessness in the eIder-
sbip or aven in the ministry is net a matter about
wvhich Church Courts are supposed ta concarn them.
salves. But let that useless eIder go wrong on a
doctrinal point and most iikely hae is immadiately
deait with, aven though the point may net be a
vital point. Why in the name of caràfon sense
should we attach s0 much mo~re importance to dac
trine tban ta practica. B>' aIl means lot thera bc
the utmosi care in regard ta doctrinal matters, but
it shouîd nover bc fergotten that religion is a lite as
watt as a croed. Tht most useles,- as welt as the
most dangeraus of professing Christians is the man
whost creed is st.ictly orthodox but whose lifi is a
libal on the religion hae professes.

TUE GOSPEL IN ITAL Y.

THE. emancipatian of Ital>' from the thraldo!n
Tof Papal rula encouraged high hopes in the

minds af ail who priza civil and religiaus liberty.
t wvas tht ganeral expactation that tht new nation-

ality for ivhich s0 man>' remnarkable men livad and
died wvould tako high rank among mnodemn States.
After the long and inglorieus carter imposed upon
it by a so-calted theacratic despotism it was hoped
that tht country would rise like a giant refreshtd,
and bc able ta regain much of its former glory. Amn.
bition on the part of its distinguishad ruiers bas net
been wanting, but from that ambition bas camne
sema of thre dangers that now interfère with the
prograss ai tht Italian kingdom. As a memnber of
tht triple alliance it bas beeni compahled te stagger
under burdans tbo heavy for its strength. Its naval
and military devalopmant bas taxed its rasaurcas ta
tht utmaost. Its colonial polie>' bas resultad thus Far
in tht addition of litthe renown and much debt. Its
presenit condition calîs for tht exorcisa ai tht wisest
statasmianship, and tht patient forbearance and
hopefuhness ai tht people. Tbat the Sardianian
dynasty has had a fuît measure ai popular confi-
dence and support is apparent, yet thora ara disturb-
inig alemaents that occasionally make themnselves faIt.
It is well known that sema aof the praminent leaders
in tht movemant that culminatad in tht unification
ai Ital>' did net look upon monarchy as the ideal
forni fgavamfiment thay desired. Saveral of the
mast notad af themn, such as Garibaldi and Mazzini,
wera republican in theîr asoirations, and .many wYho
gava their adhesion ta Victor Enmmanuel sbared
their opinions. Republicanism in Italy still bas
many adherents, and ffht presont strain on the e-
sources of tht country are favourable ta the spraad
of republican sentiments. Tht irrederitists aIso
giva occasional trouble ta the ruling powers. An-
other element ai weaknoss is the instability ai tht
Cabinet. Signer Crispi heid office for a long tima
-and tht impression that ha will soon regain tht posi-
tion Çram which hé was recantly displaced is not
altogethar improbable, stîi the subtile intrigues by
which uinistries are maade andi unmade hava not a
tranquilizing affect on tht country, and waaken *tht


