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handsome annulty for tha balance of years of the aged
annuitant, '

Or take a congregation whose minlster recelves
§2,000, and whosa rate would ba $10 and the congre-
gatlon’s $20, and wo have $7,493 —{% ¢., Improved at
ten per cent.) which improved at slx and a-balf par
cent. would yleld $486 of an income every year.

Wero a rate imposed on congregations—double
that of the ministerial rato ns & minimurm, with the
privilege of douhling, tripling, an2 =~ an,—~the Institu.
tlor: would bo deprived of its eleemosinary character,
and placed or the ground of right ; and were it lifted
above the cantlagency of beipg continually tampered
with at our meetings of General Assemlily and worked
on zud on steadily and securaly as all monetary insti
tutions should, it would at once command the confi-
dence of the Church and all the clergy, high and low,
—the one thousand man and the five thousand man :
but so long as lts basis is likely to be disturbed
every year and administered only in view of poorly
pald ministers, its progress will be halting and hesi.
tatipg, and to 2 great extent ignored by wealthy and
strong congregations. The proposed change of deal.
ing with retired ministers whose income from all
sources i3 $6c0 and over, at the rate or $75 for the
first ten years' service and $2 50 for every additional
year up to forty years, £ ¢, $150 for foriy ysars’servica
—is ong that Is not likely to meet with favour with
such congregations—we should say with 6oo of our
congregations. ‘The proposal practically says to all
congregations who mean to give $600 and overasa
retiring allowance :  “ What is the use of yoxr mend.
ing the Aged and Infirm Ministers' Fund? Evenif
you should contribute $20 a year for forty years your
minister could only rcap a benefit to the extent of &
possible sum of $150 a year duricg his fow remaining
days?” Yo such a case, better to give the man $500
of an allowance and then he might come in for & pos-
sible $400 from the fund. Better still let the congre-
gation and members take the money $20 + $10 and
improve it in the way indicated and in the end pur-
chase an annuity for their retired servant,

Jusne 20, 1884, AMICUS,

THE FETE.DIEU IN MONTREAL.

MR. EpITOR,—When I was in Montreal, on Sab-
bath the 15th inst,, I availed myself of the upportuns
ity of secing the Host carried that day in public pro-
cession. In no other part of North America, is this
done with so much “pomp and pride and creum-
stance.” In the streets along which the procession
went, were several arches of cvergreans decked with
flags, pictures, and mottoes. Many of the houses
were decked in the same maaner.  In different parts
webs of cloth, raverally of different colours, were
stretched across the street. Along St. James street
the sides were planted with young maples, spruces,
and cther trees. This day and St. Jean Baptists'’s
must cause 2 very great lestruction of young trees in
the Province of Quebec.  Artbeur Day caa do fittie to
repair it The sun was very hot. It must have been
trring to those who were barzheaded, especially o
those very much so. No doubt, they thouzht that
such suffering wasmeritorious. Several boys, however,
at last had to put handkerchisfs on their heads.
Vast numbers were assembled on the sidewalks to
sce the great sight. -I had a very good view from the
front steps of a house. The procession was made up
of several societies of men and boys, woman and girls,
The latter were dressed, some in black, some in white,
some in blue, and soma in grey. Some societies wore
fong white vells, The members of one society also
wore oa their heads wreaths of white flowers.  Somte.
times the brass bands in the procession played, and
at others, the processionists sang. While I was wait-
ing for the main part, I eatered into conversation with
a French Canadian lady beside me, I began by re-
marking that there was a large number of people in
the street, to which shs assented, 1 next said that
the object of the procession was professedly ta honour
Christ, Shesaid ths same, I Suther said that we
caanot honour Him too much. 7There we were agaln
cn comuion ground. I then went on, and az consid-
erabls length * preached to her Jesus,” but refrained
from anything controversisl, Shelistened most ra.
spectfully, though, no doubt, she could havo traly sald :
“Thou bringest strange things:to-mine ears” At
length came the chief part of the procession, Atths
bead, was a tall mae wearing a cocked hat dreszed in-
blue.with yellow timmings. A long line of priests

_me g3y at the outget that a morg exteasive use of the
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-ragged schools, aid down for the conslderation of the

followed. Then came a canopy of cloth of gold, with
several bunches of ostrich feathers. It was a cross
bstween a four-posted bedstead aud a hearse, Sev-
eral of the faithful were the bearers, Underneath
walked Bishop Fabre, carrying the Host in a gorgcous
vessel, He was,of course, in full canoanicale, His
immediate attendants erere also array2d in robes of
gloty and beauty. At each sids was a military guard
of honour, A number of lawyers in thelr gowns, and
a few other socletics followed, Wheraver the pro-
cession passed, most of the unlookers knelt. 1 did
not evan take off my hat. One reasoa for not doing
so—not, however, the only one—was because 1 had no
proof that the wafer had been duly consecrated. Had
it not been—a thing not at all unlikely—Iit would, ac-
cordiug to the Church of Rome, bhave been only a
flour-and.water lezange, 1 wished, therefore, to guard
azainst commiting an act of idolatry. Looking at the
great procession, how useless to human viewappeared
the ides of even ttying to evangelize the French Can.
adlans, But, * who art thou, O great mountain? be-
fore Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain.”

In the evening, I heard Mr. Chiniquy preach in the
old Russell Hall. The church was very well filled.
The preacher was “ the old man eloquent.” Some of
his remarks caused among many of his hearers smiles
which were heard as well as seen. He gave very
stridAng descriptions of the divine honours he once
saw two Persians pay the rising sun ; and similar hon-
ours gaid o a sacred elephant by the King of Siam
and his sttr ' .4 T.F.

BMelss, Yuebec,
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YAMES MONTGOMERY, THE MORAVIAN
POKT.

MR, EDITOR,—In the year 1843 the tunds of the
Moravian missions were exhausted, and the * amiable
poet.” James Montgomery, of Sheffield, set out on 2
co Az tour for the society. A public meeung was
called’in Belfast, at which Mr. Moatgomery made a
speech which was heard with much interest, and a
handsome collection was taken up. A public break-
fast was given, in honour of the poet, in the hotel of
the Commercial Bulldings, Wm. McComb, author
of “ The Schoo! of the Sabbath,” had prepared a prac-
tical address to the distinguished visitor, and Mr,
Montgomery responded by repeating the following
lines, which he said were the last he had then written,
The Hon, Judge Patterson, then quite a young man,
took down the verses in shorthand as they fell from
the poet’s lips. ’

Faith, Hope, and Charity, these three 3
Vet is the greatest Clwity.

Father of lights § these gifts impart

To mine an%everyhumn heart:
Faith ! thatin prayer can never fail;
Hope that, o'er doubting, must prevail,
Ans Charity, whose name zbove

Is God's own name, for *¢ Cod is love.”
The morning star is lost in light;

Faith vanishes at perfect sight ;

The rainbow passes with the storm,
And Hope with sorrow's fading form;
But Charity, serene, sublime,

Above the rexch of death and time,
Like the blue sky's all-bounding space,
Holds heaven and earth in its embrace.

Mr. Montgomery was balow the middle height and
quite slender.  His complexion was fair, and his halr
yellow. His manners were modest and retiring, He
possessed wit, and he could employ sarcasm, though
he was chiefly distinguished for the sweetness of his
humanity and religion. ¢ The Wanderer of Switzer-
land,” and “The Pelican Island® seem to be his
most original and pleasing productions,

Toronto, Fune, 1854, W. HAMILTON,

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.

MR, EDITOR,—As I have given a great deal of at.
tention to the subject of the use of God’s Word {n the
Public Sckocls of the Dominion, and, s you invite %a
better proposal of a practical kind” to that of the
Hon. Edward Blaks, I beg leave, as a Presbyterian,
to a2ccept yaur kind invitation, I fear, however, your
reference to space; but I will try to condense. Let

Scripture i quito practical, Your readers will kindly
refer to Dr. Guthrig's lifs, and thoy will 22 once

Thag great and good man, the leading promoter -of

Eoglish Govornment of the day, a plain and compre-
hensive creed suitable to the adoption of all earnest
Christians. Tho Government did sdopt this creed,
and the ragged schools became 1he favourito scheme
of non-scctarlan benevolence. Protestant and Ro-
man Catholic children allke were rescued * from the
strects,” and an amount of good done which no man
can estimate, Now, if this were accomplished by the
Home Government, why not by the Dominion?
Let each teacher be expected to know and have sym-
pathy with such a creed. This is not too much to ex-
pect, as no system of education on a Christian basis
can demand less, Lven as regards our Roman
Catholic fellow.citizens, we all know that their Douay
Bible, which I have read with them in thelr homes,
much to their own satisfaction, is substantially in ac-
cordance with Guthrie'screed.

Why, then, can we not agree upon it, and thusgive
reasonatle respect to the divine Volume without re-
ducing the Great Book to the slender capacity of a
fow sclections? Not only so. The mere repetition of
the szcred text, without any explanation, is enough to
make the children, who, by the way, have a phi-
losophy of their own, wonder why the same honour is
not placed on the Word of Lift as they see given
cvgxym day to Morse’s Geography or Sangster's Al.

ge

The whole Bible must bs admitted, though we
can't have sectarlan catechisms. Iam quite willing
to leave out the Shorter Catechism. But, justas a
teacher in a Christian land is expected to have a cer-
tificate from the Board, so he ought to be spiritually
prepared to give devout and forcible explanations on
the Bible. If not, then, what is he ?

All this reasoning, you will percelve, goes on the
principle that man is a spiritual and immortal being,
and heaven’s own Text-Book ought to be chosen for
she educa:ion of his bigher nature, The question is
nat ono of ~reeds and confessions, but simply religion,
or the want of it. To the Roman Catholics we say :
“ This is the teaching of your awn Douay Bible,”
There is no doubt that the Book ought to have this
position at least, and anything short ot 1t should not
be regarded as satisfactory in a Christian land. 1hope
that the eminent statesman referred to, who has
done so much for the righteous government of the
Dominion, aad whom Canadaseems so justly willing
to honour, will see “ the true inwardress of my senti-
ments.” N. PATERSON,

Hanover, Fune 201k, 1884,

ANOTHER EXPLANATION.

MR. EDITOR,—With your permission I desirg to*
make a few remarks upon the communication signed
by Dr. Moore, which appeared in your issue of the
4th inst., and which I did not see until I had returned
from the meeting of the General Assembly ; and, 15t :
In that communication itis dnqualifiedly asserted that
“the figures given in the sermun of the Rev, F. W.
Farries in your issue of last week, are calculated to
create a false impression regarding the growth and
progress of the Presbyterian congregations in this
city,” and yet it is not shown that the figures in the
sermon are Incorrect, nor in which way they “ are
calcalated to create a false impression” 2ud, The
commupicationis entitled ¢ An Explanation.” An ex-
planation of what: The only answer is of the figures
in the sermon, and a szt of figures (in themselves, I
believe, correct), s given with the implication that it
explains or corrects the figures given in my sermon,
and counteracts their alleged tendency to_“create a
false impression.” The figures in the sermon are the
aumber of famslies and communicants reported to the
General Assembly by the congregations of the city in
distinctly specified years, and their correctness can
easily be verified by a referenceto the statistical tables
found in the Assembly’s reports of those years, The
figures in the communication referred to are the nume.
ber of persons added to the four churches from 1875
to 1883. ‘The two sets of figures are quite distinct,
and refer to different things altogether. The set of
figures in the sermon Is, therefore, in no way changed
or modified or corracted by those in the communica-
tion entitled ¥ An Explanation.” 3td. Thesermonis
eatitled % A Review of a Nine Years’ Pastorate,” and
it seems impossible that any one should read -the
sermon and fail to ses_that the nine years reviewed,
extended from the beginning of May, 1873, to the ba-
ginning of May, 1884, and while the number of addi-
tions to the communion fofl of Kaox Church from
1875 to 1883 is correctly given by your correspondent
as 251, yet the number added during the: sine years,
from the beginaing of May, 1875, to the beginning ot
May, 1884, is 293 as given in.the sermon, and no one
bot & member of the sesslon: of Knox Church can
possibly ba in a position to challenge the correctness
of this number, , F. W. FARRIES,

Ottaiva, Fune 148k, 188¢. e
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