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quence lie wua refused a certificate te the Knox Coi-
loec Ileard. It tappenrs that tbe stutient ln question,
who hiat finisheti lis second year in the Tlaeologlcal
course, hand appeareti betore the Commîttc soma
lime previous and liati reati a discourse whicli was
sustalned, anti aise had satificti tbean as te bis con-
duct in the fieldi whicb bie was occupying fer the suan-
mer. Having cemplicti with these requirementa lac
consldered hianscif cntitied te lie certifieti te the Col-
lege Bloard in accordance witb the rule et te Asseni-
lily in liais anatter, anti hence whien an examinatien ln
Theelagy anti Greck was requireti et bim lic dectined,
lhinking it coulti net properi' lie demandeti ef hM.
As there appears t'i Li sane douhat as te whnt exami-
nations Presbyteries aa require ef students, 1 would
like te sec tht matter. discuaseti la yeur colunins.
The Church ver>' properly requires Presliylerles te
exercise a supervision over students cither laliouring
or1 reslding in their liunds. New, the wisdem et this
requirement must lic quite evident te ail It is net
eni>' important Ihiat, en the part et the Presbytery,
tbey shoulti know exactiy the nature et the doctrine
taught b>' thc student engageti in mission wrork and
that be la cenducting hiniseif ia a way lieceming in
ont looking torwarti te the minisîr>'. But aIseon the
part ef the atudent, ib is cncouraging anti beiptul te
know that the Preabyter>' la dircctly interesteti in bis
work, and that ia an>' case cf difficulty wbici procrints
itset, bie can corne for couniel te aien et practical ex.
peience in the werk et the ministry. Eacb session
a certificate la requireti, anti thua the Cellege authari-
tics have a guarantce that the sluticnt, wlaen under
centrel et the Preabyter>', bas been conducting
hfmself in a beceming ninner. Ail can sec the jus-
tice of sucli a supervision, anti ne atudent wiil lie tounti
te complain et it. But when the Presbytery assumes
the funictions of an examining Bloard, anti prescribea
literar>' anti theologicai work for examination, the
case presents quite a différent aspect. The riaIt et
the Chu rch la clear eneugh on this point. In chapter
xi., section 133, Of the Book et Rules anti Ferma et
Procedure, the general1 sîntement is matie that Pres-
byteries ahail exercise a kinti anti faitb fui supervision
over bzutients anti intenduig students resident within
their bountis, etc., anti thon la section 135, wbich cvi-
denîl>' is iratendet 1 specit>' anti define the gencrai
clause, we have the work wbich nia> bie required tram
a student cleariy laid down. It rends : IlIt is requireti
ef Preshyteries ta prescribe te stutients whetber ini
Theology or in the Preparator>' course, resident wiîh-
la their bounda during summer, a written exercise ;
anti if satiafieti thercwitb, as aise, with the deportment
of the stutients, anti an>' mission work donc b>' theni,
te ccrtifr theni according>' te the Senate et their Cal-
lege There can be ne doulit as te the meaning of
that clause The Guelph Preabyter>', bwever, argues
tbat the generat instruction as te supervision, givea
the rigbî te prescrilie an>' work anti dernanti any ex-
amnmation which it nia>' sec fit te impose, wbereas it
accus cîcar cnough that the tact that what Presliy-
tories mn>' require is definitel>' stated limita thean te
what la laid dewn. If this is flot so,,of wbat use la a
positive rule »at ai? It la strange reasoning te sa>'
that although there is a positive rLic wbicb says we
shall drnand certain vork froin, students, we are net
torbitiden te go licycat that anti impose whatever tise
wc picase. But, altogether apart tram the positive
riait, wbicb la se clear anti distinct, that the large nia-
jorit>' of the Preabyteries are quit e agreeti as teoits
meaning, there docs net seemt te lie a single valiti
reason that a literar>' andti Ieological examination
abouli lie required trou a stutient wbo bas a cerlificti
college standing. Sucli a course migbî lic defendeti
ah ont perioti in the histor>' of our Church, wben our
coileges were paon>' equippeti with professons andtihUi
training was necessaril>' inferlor te what it is now,
when aur studenîs bave the beat ltcrar>' ativantages,
anti our Theolegical Chairs are occupieti by thc most
gifteti anti scholar>' men in tht Churcb. It nxight
tonnieri>' bi a î'er preper anti useful tbing that Pros-
byteries shoulti supplement the aneagre stores et in-
formation which coutil be acquireti, but ne such rea-
son can be urgeti uow, when a long anti tborough
course et stutisl carrieti on tander Uic guidance ef a
lcariet anti efficacnt biody cf mtn upon wbom, Uic
Churcli bas set the seat ef approval.

It ia, however, stateti b>' the Conittee that Uic>
do net wish te assume the furictions of ana examining
board; that the>' do net wisb te exact a severe test
examinatien from their studenta, anti that Uic>' have
ne distrutas of tht valut cf the coliege examinations,

but that they sîmpi>' wiah te bc assured that their
:tudents are flot negiecîing their studics duting the
summtr. It la possible that senafte etc students tare
delinquenîs in Ibis respect and requiro sema whale-
saine stinulus te keep thcm te the mark, but aven If
tbey are, their inattention te their studios can scarcel>'
lie guardeti against in tbis way. Thc atu dent is sent
te do mission werk, ho as responsible te the Prcsliy-
tory for the falîliful discharge of that work, and if bie
lie nt ail faithilul ln the preparation of lis sermons, lis
Bible ciass and prayer mecting atidresses, il la quile
impossible for hlm, te negiect hîs rmadling aitogether,
unicas indccd ho la gitedwîth a fax grcater originalit>'
thon meat of those at preserit sîudying in aur colleges
for the Chu rch. The tact that hie bas been faithful in
bis ministerial werk la a toleraliy safe guaranîce tat
hae bas nlot been neglecîing bis rcatiing, wherca the
mere fact that hie can pass an examination on a pre-
acribeti piec', of bis work la ne proat that lie has been
taith(ui in the dischargeof etis duties te bis congrega-
tien. It is aise quite eyidant from the tact that a coi-
loge vacation la aliewed that the Church doc net ia-
tend that lier studenta shali keep upa regular anti sys-
îemnaîic course cf atuti> througbout the whele of the
seven years' course; anti further, if it were intendeti
that during the summer the coliege work ahouii lic
pursued, it la ne depreciation of lte scbelarly attain-
ments et our Presbyters te say fixat the college au-
therities theniselves are bcst quaiificd te conduct the
examinatians upon that work.

But stili turther, the fact romains tbat these exami-
nations,as thcy are actuaiiy conducîcd by I>realiyteracs,
are ne reai guaranîc tbat the student bas flot been
neglecting bis studits, and thus they tait in whut as
claimeti te bie their chiefoabject. The anly guarancee
which tlxey furnish la that the prescriieu work bas
been read, and t i arreiy the, case that a rigati cx-
amination is belti even on the limiteti werk wbach as
prescribeti. The amount ef work prescribet i s such
that it can usually be rond by a studcnt of average
abulit>' in a few days, and thus if heelie dispos cd te
fadito the vice et idleness, against wbich the exami-
nation is supposeti te guard, hoe can coanfortal> pass
away bis time until within a few days et te examina-
tien, lie cani thon apply himscif te the work, came bce-
fore the Cemmittee, pass a brilliant examination andi
be certifieti te his coilege as an exceedingiy faiîhful
anti diligent atutient.

WVhite we can ail holti s:rongiy the right et the
Presbytery te exorcise a supervision over students
there dots net sccru te bie a single valid roaman in sup-
port et the examination requireti by the Guelph 1'res-
byter>'. It is net requireti b>' the Iaws of thc Church,
but on the contrar>' as a transgressien et the huims
clearl>' laid down down ; it as Yaluelesa as a suppie-
ment te the teachinga ef our ceilege professers ; lb is
ne real guarantec that the moral anti spantual qualifi-
cations et the student are such as arc requasite in a
minister of the Gospel, it is net an>' real test ot scho-
larahip, and as it is in practice conductcd il is Inet a
reliable evadence that a regular course et reading bas
licen kept up.

The truc stateanian la he wbo will scek te conserve
ail that la gooti in bis systeni anti eliminate ail that la
supcrfluous anti useless, andi se it sheuli lie in the
Churcli. If Ibis syslema is necessar>' te the weli being
et the Churcli, and good reasons can lie given in ils
support, let t lie retaineti, if net let il be discardeti at
once.

Hopisag te sec this suliject discusseti in veur
coluains, 1 amn yours, STuDEn-r.

K'nox Coliege, Toronto.

TH1E LA TE PAN-PRES3YZ'ERIAN
COUNCIL.

Mn. EDi;Rc,-Kinily allow me te make twe or
tbree observations cIý your article on IlThe Late Pan-
Presliytcrian Couacil IIin your last issue.

You say: . lIt is theecasies, thing inihe world .. ta
mauinder about 1 brcadth' eto view anti with evident
satisfaction te takze credit for 'superior' culture and
great>' advanced and ver>' admirable tbink-ingY' Ne
one, se far as 1 knew, diii these thinga aI thc Coun cil.

You Say : Il0f course it is ne diicuit matter te Mr
eut against creetis andi te is1s upon their bein,,
shortenedti 1 the ver>' point of annihilation." Ne
speaker, se far as 1 know, adivancedi such a view. To
propose the shertcning et a creeti so as la erribrace
only the essentials of the Christian falîli is net te pro-
Pms its aaillaioaa.

You say: - lHonest reformers . . . a re flot content
with a few vague generalities about kceping tlic es-
sentials and lctting ail aise go. Thcy have ever con-
descended on partîculars."1 'hanks for the courtcay
implled ln theoepening word of this sentence. P'icase
reniember thnt speakers werc lisnitcd te ive minutes,
and that it mighît have re'juircd more than itt ime
te dent with any one "parîlcular."1 Bear b mnd. aiso
that the Councl had ne rigait to revise the crced of any
ofîthe Churclaes composing theallianc. As Dr. Calder.
wood pointed out, the Council could do nothing in the
matter, as cach Church must deal with the revision
ofits own Confession. It was beyond the province of
thc Council even te advije any particular Chiurcli ta
amend its crecd. Ail that could bc gni wns -an
expression et opinion on thc general question ; andi 1
freely admit that flhe majorit flthe Council sccmcd
te be of the opinion that none of the creeds et the
Churches representd in the alliance neetis any altcr-
ation, though soma et the confessions are, as a at.
ter et tact, far ahanter than others.

D. J. MACDONNEL!..
Si. Apidrrw's Afaitie, Toronto, 04. j'pIh, .rSSo.

IlH YJINS tFIT11 if USICY1
MR. E-DiToR,-" A Subscrîber," an your last issue,

"9cannot underatanti the idea ef the Asscmbly's Coin-
mittec in iss jing a new lHymn Blook wîthout music."
It seems te me that the itica as simply this :A uni-
farm Hynin Book %vas a «feit ivant, and. the Commiuee
was appoinîed iaî a apecial view te supplying the
want. Furnishing music for the Hymn Biook %vas a
laier thought, and is altogether muca lois important.
For my part 1 do net sec the necd for at at ail, as thcre
are plenty et good collections of church mnusic already
published, and white uniformity in the hymns used as
bath iri#or/ant andpjradii&abe, unifornaity in the tunes
te which thcy may bie sung, is neither the one nor thic
other. Ail this niay safcly be left te the individual
choice of congregalians. ANOTHER SUIISCRIDER.

0ctober <sth, ISSo.

THANKSGIVING COLLECTION.

MR. EDaroR,-Allow nie, through yourcolumns, ta
saeicit the attention cf the ministers and congtga-
tions et our Churcb te the state eofftie werk of Frencha
Evangelizatien. The mission as prospereus in every
department and capable et indefinite expansion; but
tuntis for tiais purpose are net fortbcaming. W'e are
now in delit $3,eoo. The Colporteurs of thc French
Canadian Mlissionary Society, which is now clasing
ils work and retiring frein the field, desare te enter
our service. WVe must, in a w~eek or two, decide te
accept or decline their offer, and unleas liberal con-
tributions flow !rit our îreasury very sean, wc shahl
lie taable toemploy thcm. Many pupils are pressing
for admission mbt our schaols at Pointe-aux-Trembles,
asking te bic taught the way cf salvation, that they
may carry back the good ncws te their homes which
arc scattered over ail parts cf tic country. Shall wc
reccive or reject themii? This dependa tapon the re-
spense madie te our appeals for help by congrcgations,
Sabbath schools and trientis.

In these circumstances I venture te ask that offer-
ings bie made in aid cf this mission, in as mnany cf our
churches as approve cf it, on Thanksgiving day-
WVednesday, NIv. 3rd. These wiil cf course be in
addition te the annual collection appointed by the
Central Assembly, and should be sent wiîhout delay
te the Rev. R. H. %Varden, 26o St. James street, Mon-
treat. D. H. MCVicAR,*

Chairman, Boarrd of French .Evangel:-at ion.
Montreal, Oct. rgtli, .z&So.

OLD, inbred habits wili make resistance; but b>'
botter habits îhey shahl be enturely evercome.-Thos.
A' Kem5

TRuTHFULNESS ia a corner-stone in character, and
[if i b lie ot firmly laid in youth, there will ever atter lie
a weak- spot in the totandation.

1 THINK 1 would rather rot, or feed flhc craws, than
earn my> dail>' bread by the pecnce of fools, thc bard
eaznings of the, poor mani stolen fremn bis ragged chl.
dren and bis ex."ciated wife.-Sj5urgeon.

Tuzv ail Icnw that the brain was directiy affected
b>' aicohol; and, as the lirain was the organ cf the
mind, iliere was a. streng presuimptien that mentai dis-
orders would bce frequent>' caused by its excessive usxe.

-D.Hat Tukt.


