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was unweil; or If I had offended hlm; he only
anewered ' No;'1 but euhl remalned gleomy and
aulien. Thlnking W dltract his attention and
please hlm, I took down my booke, and brouglit
them W hlm for a leeson. Wlth a scoruful laugli,1
he dartêd acrees the room, and haetlly left the
cottage"

IlHe muet be 111 " ald Bon. anxlouely. idI
viii go W hlm at once!" I

"dYou will corne in and eee my father firet,"
eaid Jenny; idbesidee, you have flot Wlid us the
good newe you hlnted at lu your letters!" I

"4Not toid you!" I exclalmed Bon. IlWeil, I
nover couid write a iett.er properly; but I dtd
uot thinli I was ae bad as ail that!1 Nover mmnd,
it vou't take long Wo tell; and vhtle I am dolng
lt; I ean lot uncle know that vo are engagod,
and that we muet lie marrled eoon. One kis
bofore ve go In, thougli, Jenny-Just Wo give me
courage."

Alter thls, the loyers, hand-ln-hand, entered
the cottage, vhere tliey found the parent enjoy.
ing hie evenlflg pipe and a giase of grog.

"4Why, Ben, lad!1 corne back atlIset, have
yen ?"Ilvas the greetlug of old Shelton, ehaklng
hande warmly wlth hie nephew, i'mra glad Wo
see you again; but what kept you so long lu that
dlrty, smoky place, Loudon, eh, lad?"

idLondon'e flot so dlrty as you thlnk, uncle.
It'e a fine place, and a noley one; but folk %oou
get used W l; sud thon thoro are such slghts to
be eeen, euch building, suoh horees and carrlagee;
and oh!1 suob beautiful ladies!" I

"iBeni!"leald Jenny, archly, and lier lover
paused.

"6But vhat have you been dolug thore, lad?"
lnqulred Sheiton. diI know lt'e a fine place Wo
epeud money in, but I dld flot thluk you were
the lad to waste your cesh, and gel your head
turned with euch lîke vanitios ?"I

ilYou'ro right there, uncle 1"I replled Ben. diI
stopped lu London tè make money, flot Wo
epend It!" I

44You muet have been a eherp lad lndeed If
you dld that,"l rejolnod eld Shelton.

"iAl 1 can eay le, I have made money, and a
good eum o!" I

"lWell, ligit your pipe, MIl yotir glaee, and tell
ue aIl about I Il " ald old Shlton.

Ben, obeylflg hie uncle's command, entered
lnWo the minuteet particulare about hie tay lu
the mohtropolisi, et-aling, that when he got thero,
lie vont W lihe ehop lu Regeut Street viore he
vas Wo purchase the musical intruments, aud
soon made hie outlay lu the goode he requlred.
But Juel as lie was about to beave the shop, lie
happeued tW eee an ophiclelde vhlch wae lu tie
wlndov. Il was euch a beauty, he could flot
reelet the lemptation of trylng IL. He preferred
hie requet for permiseion, vhlch vas roadlly
granted by the ehopman. Neyer before had he
Wouohed enoh an Instrument; >he oould do sur-
thlng wth it, aud playod sway vithont tlhiuk-
Ing, when, euddenly a sîdo-deor opened, and a
11111e gentleman-hie face latiered resdy for
ehavlng-poppf'd hie head lu the ehop, snd
askod vho vas playlug. The quory eurprlsed
hlm, aud recailed bhlm W h is onee. Bon vas
about Wo apologîze, wien lie vas ased pelitely
to follev the speaker upslaîrs, and take the
intrument villi hlm.

He was uehered Int a haudeomely furnlehed
sllting-room, out of whlch led a bed-room, lu
whlch the litIle getleman-vho wae a foreignor
-fiulehed hie Woliet, asklng Bon hie name, busi-
ness, and a hundred other questions. He lieta
made hl m sît downu W breakfaet, and durlng the
moal talked of nothlng but music. Bon, of
couree, fel qut. at home.

Wiou they had finlised tie repasL Bon vas
desired 10 play over several plocee ef music see-
lected by hie entertainer. Thougi lie lad neyer
seen them hofore, lie vas able tW pies,. the
lsener so vory mucli, t.hal he tWld hlm lie wae
tic great Lafoud, tie composer and leader, aud
askod hlm tW play aI a concert tiat day week,
for whlci he promlsed hlm fivo pounde.

The offer vas refused, on lie gronnd tiat lie
vas auxione W return tW Seabourue..

Thoe111.1e man vas flot eo easily put off. He
pointod out W Ben il vas unwise Wo dellue, as
hie forte vas music, sud fortune vas vîthin hie
reacli.

The astoulshed fieherman laughed Inoredul-
ously ; but an offpr of six gulueas a-week, for
two yeare, tW play when sud vhere requlred,
vîlli travelling expenses, made hlm heeltate;
flot at the emalinees of lhe ealary, butwlth utor
amazemeut st tie libe allly oet1he professer.
Aeeured, hovover, of Ils genuluess, Ben. gloefally
accepted, sud an engagement, lu sccordance
witli these stipulationis, Wà 'dravn up sud dnly
signed.

"lHie dailes conimenced lm mediateiy, sud io
played almost nlghtiy, vithilncreaelng enocese,
at concerts, glven for tie Moet part by Mr.
L&fond, t th great satisfaction of thal gentle-
man, Iid hie owu pecuulary profit.

The-ret-wo..f-1W giPo,"-as1they--al 4em

idI knev ho viehes te b. lu London ; besîdee,
hie book muet beoeut by thus lime, sud sald ho
should go tevuow thon."1

46I1 kev nothlug about hie bnoo," said
Sielten. gravely. "lAil I cau say le, ho seeme
maih altered lately. He oWut epeak Wo a seul
unules he's obliged to, but keepe hîrseolf minI
up lu lie loue echool-house, viti net a person
near hlm. Do yeu nowe, Ben, I thlnk lhe's net
rigit luis head. Tiere'e a etrange hollovuese
lu isvoice, sud ho lias a vlld glana. liaI I
don't ie. He's chauged voudertuhly et laIe."1.&I iincerely trust you are mîstaken.," Bon
exclalmod, witi somo uneasînese. ciI have
uotloed liat on many points my brother eeemed
carrlod avay te an extent tiat appeared almosl
ridianlous. Indeed, I fear ho studios tee muai."1

"iPeriape yeu're rgil, Bon; but hles a vemy
diffrent man te viat lie vas."l

Ben vas greatiy depreased by thus Intelli-
gence, sud seen atter ho toek bisls ave, sud
haetened Wo seo bis brother.

When ho srrived aIthie sahool-house ho
rapped aI lie deor, but net recoling su suser,
raleed lie lalci, sud euterd thie roots viti a
qulci stop, but paused at the ieagitlie beield.

Seated at eue end et the table, ou vhich lie
upper part etbils body reeted, vas Reuben
Twyterd, hie arme outetretched, sud is hands
clenched. Bofore hlm vas a black bettle sud s
glass ; severai nevepaperu ver. e ttered about,
sud a isle fot vero Ivo lbook@, their lbaves
crumpled sud torn.

Tii. pale Ilglit oethte oil lamp tell over thIe
scene, glvlug il s voîrd, deselate lok. At firet,
Bon thiugit île brother vasaseleep, sud
sppreached hlm getlY; but Reuben sprang to
hie foot, makîng Ben recoiliah the sight et hle
gliastly face.

iWiat 1la hie malter, Boubou ?" he aseed,
viti au evidont ditrutet athie anever lie
expected.

"lSe," arled Reuli, viti a hollov laughi"yeu
have corne e a set tW crov over me-W htellme
ef your succese, sud laugli aI my devufail 1"

siI de net underst.and you, Reuli. I ce rne te
tell yon some good ne*@," vas lie quiet roply.

diQood nova?7 Oh, I knev ah about il!1 Ha,
ha, blaiTley psy a man Wo blev s Wetched
Iumpet, vilet goulus le left te etarve. The
papers go lute aptures over ie Performances,
whiset they laugl ah a vomkih la 1thOe suit
et yeams et study sud thougit."

Groaniug as if lu pain, ho tirev hlmaeoif baci
lu is chair, and leaul outhie table in lie same
attitudes liaI lu vhieh hie brother had dlscov-
ered hl m.

"iWhah basehappened, Roui?" domauded
Bon, indly, as ho dew s chair up te the table.
siI've ouly nov corne isck frets London, sud
thierserhave net -hourd Snythiug et your

asLondon 11? rep.sted Boni, îiths uesrlng
laug--" s good, just place tiaI le, vioeotîoy

ead a man lute bankmuptcy, sud thon heund
hlm ou W maduese!1 Ourse it l"hliemuttered,
seizing oeefet hienevepapere. 1"Look hoe-
that. One viii de, for they iung lie sarne eog-
' trasi, preaumaptîon, Ignerauce.' One teliov
asie, i'Hov can a country salicolmaster knev
geod seiety' Ha, lia!1 These arilles are very
clever 1"

"sBon read thie part efthle paper poinled eut Wo
hlm, sud fouud a critique viersin il@ brothem's
b0okiývaq severely handled, beîng held op te
ridicule aus apiece et abeurdity. Wile ho vas
lins engaged, Reub, viti feverlai- anxlety,
poured euh glass afler giussoe brandy from lie
botîbo, wviol ho drani rapidly.

d'-Dear Reui, I arn very sorry fer thIs-lindeed,
I amn," obeerved Ben, sorl'evfully, as hsolaid
dovuthie paper. "lBut yen muet net deapair.
Yensasy yen have heard et my geod uai. Siaro
IL viti me; I have suffiçient for ail. W. vîi
go Wo Londeu, sud thome yen viii have s groaler
field open fer yonr talent&. Yen Muet suceed. I
feel certain yen vîlli."

A qulik flash, as If et hope, passed ever
Beubou'e face, but Il vas gene lu su Instant;
sud, 1Mlug his brotiem's preffered lisnd, ho
eaid, rnournully," sNo, lad, ne!1 I have ne amn-

îbillon uev, sud but eue hepe loft-W ilve sud
die lu pea.sund unknovu1 Tliey have broien
my prido-my ieart,-Ben. "iOh, If yen had
inevu iev I ioved liaI bok 1But It'e ahi over
nov-ail over!" l asid Reub, sud ho emptled is
glass aud reftlled il.

ilNeonsns. Roui;wvile tliers's liféte l.'
hope!" Ilrop1led Ben, gently, preveuttng his
brother dringiug egalu.

t4Yeu; II tee, hsve eue hope. I have Wold yen
tiati I have given up amition. Neyer again
vîli I court lie public favôr. 1 arn delerimlned

ite romain dovu bore, Wo attend Wo nothlug but
Myahool!" I

"iBut yen asunot romain alene,"l urged Bon.
siNo, Bon; I have ne Intention cf blilg

alone," replled Reubl Yen viii, et course, go

ciIl dees," vwas lie nad respouse.
"iSho le veli, le aie net?" I
ilLlelen, Reuli-hoar viat I have te say, sud

bear Itl lko s man. Jeuny caunel b. yeum vite;
aie le eugaged W rme!1 l

As If aImaik by a thundorboît, Reuli 101h
liakIntbhie chair. For smre lime hlie main-
ed viti hie face lined lunhebisuade, sebblng
11k. a cild; but wion Ben approached hlm,
ho epmaug tW is foot, sud tunulg upon hie bro-
ther, exalaimed. "Segoyen, my brother, have
been lu lie consptracy agaInet me; sud Jenny,
to!1Si. vhom, I leved vîti all my seul; ehe1
for viets I vas ambitions!1 Oh, hev I have
ieuged Wo tell hem my troubles; viai aie alene
couid comtert!1 And uev I fiud hem taise villi
lie rosI!1 I have ne eue nev te trust sud confide
lu!1 My love, my brelier, my hepes,ali turu trots
me! I arn alene luthewvend!" I

"4De nol espesk lu liaI vay," esaId Ben; -"no
eue lis trled te liolray yen. Trust me-"

"iTrust yen!" Ilejaculaled Reuben-" yen vie
have deceived me more than ai! My dreame
et happluose are vrecied by yen. I see your
visi. Yen vouid hook me up lu a madiouse, se
liaI yeur basonese eiouid net b. dlscoyered.
But ail shah mev ilIt vi ilflilg myPieif at
Jenny'e foot!1 She wyul-si. shah save me!" I

Sprluglug past is brother, lie musied te lie
door, but lietere ho could resci it, sani senselees
te liee greundl

Bon lest noU lme lu fetcing seome neighlieurs,
sud thohenlrrlsd off fer lie douter, viti viets ho
retumued*lu a fev minutes, but, aIes!i tee laIe;
Boubou Tvyferd vas dead i

I a uppose, douter, MY peor brother'e fit wae
breugit ou iy vorry?" l ssied Bon.

"lHem ; yee, sud other causs." Heeh
douter beoked hard at the lrandy-betIle. fiYeum
brother s s very excitable man. The lest
lhing put hlm. euh et temper. Drink vould have
s dreadtul effecl on is bralu ; vorry sud
disappoiutmeul veuld aid IL The deali vas
caused by apopioxy. I vili for wsmd yen a cer-
iflate W lihaI effect. What caused lie deati

vo muet etate; vhahcsused the. dîsease ne eue
ueed knev."

Iu lie cemsleryot lie quilut old fishery et
Seaboumne repose ai htla eesrthly et Boubou
Tvyford; hle uutlmely end doephy depiered by
tie Willere efthe sea. Bon, sud Jsnny, sud
Unabe Tvyford pursue the even teor oet hir
vsy: lie opilide playor sudis family ieiug
la lie full onjoymont efthe easy affluence
vici veli directed energy places lu lie pali
eftlent preperly appied.

SILWOOD GRANGE.

Iu a private reernofethe 4"Swan Inn," Ham.
ersiamtwIv gentlemen weme engaged lunen
ploasant aonversation.

"i sm sorry me là arked eue, addresig lhe
otier, conalderably hie junior, vie wue psclng
lb. spartmeut; "dbut as necesslty bas ne hav,
I muet have lie tveuty pounde te-mommov,
or-"l

"O0r vial dem anted lie second, thnnng
qulckly tWvardshim.

96I shah ,b. compeliefi te place lu John Ox.
ioyle baud th. choque I ioid, forge i by ble
adepted son."

The tair cenhenance of lie Ilehener bcame
dark vîti rage; hie hand aloncied ; but evi-
donlly avare of iew usehessvas suah ebuhhition
et feeling, ho restraiuod h1inelt, sud elovly
sidiidIf you de hhat, Tom Chester, yen viii

speil your ovu gaine, sud muin me."
"dYen bmiug the mIln ou your ovu iead, rny

desir 1.ev. oertainly yen sae )-o. Yen firet
psy me s mest dsbt vIth a torged choque, vici
I-tertuustoly for yen-deever betere pre-
sentiug il W ,b. rejected. I oyerlooi liaI, sud
nov yen vaut me te foege tveuty peunde

jmore. Wiy den't yen asi John OxieyIlYen
Wold me once ho conld refuse yeunuotlng."1

"iOnce!" Ifmepealed tie ether, snlleuly. i"Tiat
l Ime lia long psssed."1

diI suppose," laugied Chester, "iyen voe.tee
genorous lu asiug?" I

*' Far mers len tanho lu glvlug,"replied Qil.
bert Burt. ifI ted yen my adopted father le as
greal s miser as over trotlu she-leather. Ho
loves te, hoard i% meney, te look aI, sud coul
It. I amn te iuisrlh &il ahis deati; nuihi ici,

tI muet net exceed rny allevauce."1
ciBoard, ledgiug, sud Ive linndred a yeam

peciel-meney. Net lied toe e iebls neotior
9caim on hlma but thsh et boing the sou efthe
0vomnul oved. I faucy ttio uophow ho dis-
.luierlted for yeum sake, Bart, vonId be glsd et
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havlng bestoed her heart elseviere, hie made
a vow of perpetual cellbacy-a resolutlen by ne
meaus oppeeed by hie relations.

Ten years later, hovever, the voman o
lied von hie heart died vîtiu a fev daye ef lier
husbsud, leavlng lier euly chuld Glbert, au or.
phan. On the Inteligence reaciug John Ox-
[ey, lie adopted the boy, sud brouglit hlm Up ae
hie owu son.

Wheu, hovever, the lad grevW t mauhood lie
was 1dbe sud dîssolute W au extent which lit-
acorded vîtihbie foster-fatlier's notions, sud
greatly estrauged hlm from oee he, for is
mother's sakre, hie weuld tain have shaped te h Ie
own purpese.

But Oxley vas torced Wo the conclusion tint
illbert Burt took more atter hie father Ihan lies

moîher. The disappolutmeut grleved hlmi more
than ho cared te eay. Nevortiolees, lioplng for
ameudmaent vhen the vIldnose ot yeuti vas
paseed, lie retaluod hlm lu tavor, keoplug a se-
cret wateli on hin proceedinge, vhlci brougil
anythlng but a satlsfactery rosuit.

Thus a difference bad risen between themn,
sud Gilbert Burt vas assured If ever John Ox-
loy knew ef the forgefi choque, lite rin vas cer-
tain.

-He thouglit of thie s he eted by tlia vlndow,
sud c'mnued over Tom Chestem'e vorde. He shud.
dered at the idea. Nover liad It se torcibly pre-
eented ItseIf te hlm, or seemed se probable. Ho
leaned hie hot torehead agauet the glass, anti
pondered.

siCeme, Burt, I vaut your anever,"l broke lu
hie frlond, vie stamted aI th. haggard connt-
enauce abruptly turued upon hlm.

diMeot me lier. at hveive to-morrev, sud you
shahl have the mouey I sald Gilbert; sud vîti-
eut another word, lie left the rcom.

On qulttiug the Inn, ho struck lnW 1 h. quiet
lanes of Hamorslam. Ifaddened, drîven îo
deeperation by hie position ho vwanderod about
tilt after duek, vien lie returned Wo Silwood
Grange.

Euleriug the hall by a sida door, ho lo.,ied
areuud, thon approachlng tie library door, liaI-
oued. Net a eeuud vas W beo heard, sud turuing
1h. haudle, ho entered.

The lamp vas llghled meady fur John Ozley's
comnug. The shuthers ver. closed, the curtmins
dravu.

Swvly ooslng the oom, Giert Burt un-
fasteued lie former, sud aiseaudld lie vin-
dov, atter viol, ho mo.arraugod lie draperleq,
s If guill ve salready on hieseul. Hoeliastened

tromts he apartmont tW hie ovu, after oeue
glance a the old bureau, lu viel reposed Joh n
Oxley's viii, sud vell-filled cash box.

The heur vas pash eue wheu lie young man,
cautlously doscendIug lute lie grenade frem hie
bedroots vlndov iy a treille, voent round tW tie
lirary.

Ho kopt lu the aliade; but once, vien ho iad
Wo pss apatci eft iht, Il mîgil be seen ho
voeeascoat, itfttouod Wo the ciu, sud lied a
gauze over is face.

Ho llsteued. Tiere vas profeund silence.
Noieelessly ho opeued lie library wludov, aud
puelied lie shutter back. Ail vas dan vwithîn.
Jehn Oxloy had gene W hbie reom. Âseurod of
bie, ho onlered more cofidently. There vas
ne eue thero. The fire gave forth llght, sud
fised s Ili hdlroctlng fingor ou the old bu.
resu. Wlth beallng hoart tie intruder advanced
te 1 Ilnserted an trou bar ho brougit lu lbe
look, snd, villi an effort, foeed il open.

A.lready vas hie arm extendod tevards lie
cash-box, vhen a hand, euddenly laid ou bis,
arrested hlm.

14Thief-burglar!" arled a volce.
Glbert Burt, tnrnlng, beheld John Oxbey.
Affrlghted, hoe strove W ocst off the hold upon

hlm, Impossible!1
diN%1" ejacnlaled lie olier; aI m old, but

streug. Yen shah net escape mel."~
Wiat vas tie detected ief W. do ? Slsy te

li dentified sud rained ? No. Watt!1 Tiers vas
ne noed. He mead recegnliin already lu John
Oxley's face beoere is etartled lips preneunced
is name-"i lert!" I

"'Ho stili held tie Iren bar lu ils iand, vhi
ho upllfted.

Snddenly, lie fireligit gleamed on lie up-
ralsed, veapon. Il f011; and, viti a ieavy thud,
John Oxley sani te lihe ficor.

Horrified, the.vould-be assassin etoeped ever
hlm, vien appreschlug feetatepa seuuded lu the
aute-reous, sud aiammed, ho fied.

The f011 moment, lie doer vas flng vide
open, sud John Oxley'e oid, confidential servant
musiod lu.

Ou peroelviug the ecene before hlm, lie began
te cai loudly for ielp, vien, slightly raislng
himei, John Oxiey exolstrned, 64Husi-uh,
James!1 The. hief-the stayer!1 But lie viliain
muet net lie taken. Il le asnsie I have vsrmed
lu my besom tiat bas Ibus %ellod me. Il la Gil-
bort Bairt, rny sdepted son. Huai!1 net a word.


