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The Persians,

BY RFY, 8, G, WILSON, TAIRIZ,
PERSIA,

Tur Mobammeduns  of
Porera, st is woll known,
belong to the Sheah sect
A small portion of them,
tnpecially of the Koords and
Eolunts or wandering rribes,
sre Suonces. The Sheabs
are usually conidered to
have more liberality than
thiir  orthodex  brethren
Bemg locked upon s di -
sunters themeelves, and hw-
ing to maintuin the r r ght
t1 diftor from the majority,
they aro naturally inchined
to greater liborality towara
tho ¢ wko differ trom thow
As 1 politics, so in religion
—great freedom of dicu«
sion ju allowed. They wul
‘pute for hours on religi
« s themes, without display -
ing tanaticim or arroganc: .
One verd mot have tle
slightest hesitancy alout ex
prv ing an opinion; it 1s
vwhen he pus his opiuion
into action that ho meots
with (pposition and perse-

cution,

The moraly of the peoplo
bave been frequently des-
ctibed in the portraits of tho
conditions of the other Ori-
ental natio.e.  Polygumy
and itg attendant evils are
presented in their social life.
Thelt is so universal that
you had best take it for
granted at all times that
every one will steal ; deceit
and falseh.od so natural
that it is hard for them to
tell the truth when it is for
their advantage.  Bribery
ond venality are accopted
f.etors iu all transactions ,
bargaining habits in tiade
abomnuble repudiation  of
debt, if suce. ss ully accora-
plisked, considere ! clever; o
high liyalty to self, which
disdaius to be,, lacking in
the majority—in short, the
noblest notk of (od is a
rarity.  Diogines would
light his lantern in vain in
thig region, Tiue conjugal
atfection is exceptional, con-
cubinage frequent. Tho pro-
fano uso of the divine name
by men and women alike
strikes tho ear iu every kind
of mtercourse. Gam} ling
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prevails cmong the upper
classes.  Druukenuess  ig
making distressing progress,

Though the penalty .or the
latter is a public besting
through the bazasrs, yet if
justics were moted ont with
oven hand, none would de-
serve it more frequently than
the Golla B ya, vr Governor
of our ward. Liquor d.ns,
instead of being stamped
ont, as the Korun would in-
dicate, are made a source of
revenue to the officials, We
attended # native weddiag,
and when the time came for
the bride’s father to preside
on the oceasion, we wers in-
formed that ho was sick, but
the evideace of our eyes
showed him and one of the
chiof guests dead drunk in
the side room. Those who
preach up the high morality
of Isla.. should come anid
see its practical workings

One thing, however, is uni.
veraally conceded in favour
of the Persians—they are
not blood-thirsty nor quar-.
relsome.  Their gentleaess,
affability and courteous man-
ner, though insincere, cannot
be gain-sayed. It isa great
sourcy of satisfaction, If to
th.ir other qualities were
added a fiery and haughty
temper and & repulsive baar-,
ing, our intercourse with
them would be far different.
As it is, it can always be
pleasant in form and out-
wavdly agreeable.

In education the Persians
are greatly deficient. I had
beer led by the accounts of
some travellers to expect to
find schools universal, ard
primary education the heri-
tage of all the men. It is
truw there are many sclvols
which give a humdmm
training in the «hreo R's, but
so far 18 it from being uni.
versal and up to any proper
standard that in the cities
not ono man in four can
read and write, and the
average is not mole thun
two or threa to a vill.ge,
while a reading wo pan is
yot & naity. The term
Meerza still holds its placo
as a distinctive and horor-
ary title of one who can
read and wiite. The schooly
are usually in the mosques,
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