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TORONTO, MAY 21, 1887.

[No. 11.

Pictures from Japan.*

BY REV. SAMUEL P. ROSE.

. (bridged from articte in Mernopist Maeazixs
Jor April.)
_Or the many books relating to Japan
Snd the Japanese, few are more in-
t”"%ting than Mr. Maclay’s ¢ Budget
o Letters” The range of topics
%overeq by these letters is large. We
8t 5 glimpse of old feudal times in
%pan. We are treated to a vivid
Pen-picture of life in the interior.

fh ™Me notion of school-teaching, -its
“H“lllties and characteristics, is im-
Med. Sketches are given of the
Mcipal cities and chief points of
%erest of the country. And, of

Ater moment than these, we learn
" the social problems in Japan, and

the progress of missionary labour
ong  this wonderful people. It
Neh— —

"4 Builyget of Letters from Japan. RelEl-
i'ce“%s of Work and Travel in Japan. B‘Y
TUUR Counays MacrAv, A.M., LL.B,

3:\]:“" Instructor of English in the Ko

R,

would be an excellent book for Sun-
_school libraries. .
da}x;s; ;panese house, as a rule, is l;:;t.
e story high, and, to our though,
ozite small. The only covet:mg of :l; e;
goor are the tatamis, “ heavily pad

mats about seven feet long, three feet

ide and about two inches thick.
w

. ro
They constitute the prmclpx:lh ::'M:;ft
in a native house, for, fromh eir sof
nature, they serve as beds, cha rr:,d d
tables. They are manufactu

' ACE,
VIEW OF THE THIRD TERR.

are bopdeted With

cordingly, in our
A would seem very

soft rushes, ,:\nd
ilken edges-

:l;es, a native house
scantily furnished.

The cost of & Japanese house 18

s can be b‘.li]f;

between twenty-five

r:d dollars, the furrfitu::
. some fifty dollars addml:r;ng
'i‘(;mnaare no doors, their pla.oef being
e idi rtitions O

ied by sliding P2  of 2 o8
supplhe:w:;g or thick.mabenal:ers’ he
o heated by little brazk o
o e ooden boxes filled wi

small square “;ﬁch a fow small

NIKKO TEMP'LES.—(NATIVE PuotuarAPH.)

matter for surprige that one of the
chief occupations of winter, with many
of the natives, is the task of keeping
warm ; for while the thermometer does
not often register a very great degree
of cold, the air is peculiarly damp, and
cold sea breezes seem to find their way
to one’s very bones.

" Meals are served on small, square
tables, about a foot in height, one
table being provided for each person,
who sits, of course, on the floor.

i

AT

Frequent bathing, in water of a high,
temperature, is a habit of the Japan.
ese. The bath is heated by a charcoal
furnace, connected with one side of
the tub. It is not always deemed
needful to change the water for each
bather, and guests at hotels find it
difficult to secure absolute privacy
during their ablutions.

Writing of the social condition of
the Japanese, Mr. Maclay expresses
the conviction ¢ that, generally speak-
ing, the Japanese men make kind and
affectionate husbands, and the women
make virtuous and exemplary wives

certainly the happiest little imps in
the world ; their parents fondle and
spoil them most effectually, and, at
the same time, never lose their control
over them.”

The liquor problem has not yet
-assumed the proportions in Japan that
it has with us. The tawme diet of the
people, our author tells us, does not
tend to produce violent appetites. It
must not, however, be supposed that
total abstinence is the rule; neither,

-

‘when practised, that it is practised from
principle. Public holidays, especially
New Year’s Day, are made the occasion
'of intoxication, and drunkenness is
then common. Wine is not native
to Japan. Beer, ale, porter and brandy
have never been made. But the
Japanese soon acquire a taste for these
products of our civilizatior ("), and the
need for prohibitory legislation will
undoubtedly be felt in the near future,
Sake is the native intoxicant. Tt pro-
duces drunkenness, mild compared with
ours, but real enough in all conscience.
But Mr. Maclay was riot aware that
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