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PLEASANT HOURS.

The Command of Jesus.
Mattcw ¥ 192
BY REV o L IIARDExTY

'rirndg 0f Jeaun herd the suminuns
h your ears the messagn falis
1e1] the natiofis of his coming
Fur his hetp the heipless cails

You bave heard lis i1nvitation

By his grace your su.is are free,
Foll it to the whole creattion,

Bid them share yaur jublice

Hopo not tor tho Master's favour.
\Yhile inh seifish ease you stand,
I’ray not for the coming Saviour,
While neglecting his command

\Wauld you specd the matchiess story
That shait hasten Christs retura,

\When on mountain-tops his glory
Kindles, flames, and brightly burps

If you knew your own salvation,
Through tho merits of the Christ,

Huag upon the proclamation
Published by jour sacrifice ?

Answer yos { and daro no othar,
Lest men doubt your truth or love:
He who would not save his brother
Cannot live with Christ above !

Would the clatms of worldly pleasure
Jock your hearts with fetters strong,
It by gift of earthly treasure
You could sharo the glad new song ?

Neaver can you sing in heaven,
Praige to him who loved you so,

TVl your sacrifice be glven;
Proot of loving others too!

Orlole, ¥4,

LESSON NOTES,

FIRST QUARTER.
STUDIRS IN THE LIFR O JESUS,

1.ESSON X.—MARCH 11.
THE PARALYTIC HBALED.
Mark 2, 1-12, Memory verses, 9-12.
GOLDBN TEXT.

The Son of man hath power on earth to
torgive gins—Mark 2, 10,

OUTLINE.

1. The Paisted Sinner Burne ot Four,
v, 1-4,

2. His Slns Forgiven, v. 5-7.

3 His Palsy Healed, v. 8-12.

Time.—~Early 12 A D. 25.

Place.~Capernaum.

LESSON HBLPS.

1. He came again into “ Capernaum,”
as his headquarters or centre of his
operations, to which he constantly re-
turned from his itinerant labours
throughout Galflee. * It was nolsed *—
It was reported throughout the city. “In
the house —Either Lis own house,
where he made a home for his mother,
or Peter’'s house.

2. "Many wero gathered together "—
Amung the audience were scribeg from
all parts i{Luke 5. 17), to see if they
should ynite with the new amuvement and
wrn it to their own purposes or take
measures agajnst it.

3. "Sick ot the palsy "—Or smitten
with paralysis.

4. " Uncovered the  roof'—Either
opened a connecting trepdoor, or re-
moved the court awnings, or made an
opening through the flat house-top by
breaking up the tiles. If Jesus was in
the court, tho second is the probable way,
i in an upper room, eithir of the others
" l&t down the bed " -The couch or pal
let, not the common word for bed, here
used by Luke (5. 15) and Matthew (9. 2),
but one 0f Ma. edupnian origin, found only
in the later Greek, and probably denoting
a couch easily carrled, perhaps & camp
bed Even the most costly orfental beds
consisted of cushions and light coverings
spread upon the floor or divan, bedsteads
being quite unknown.

7. " Speuk blasphemies "— That is, utter
words which are direct prufanations of
God’s holiness.

8. " When Jesus perceived "—To know
the hearts of men was with the Jews a
test ol the Mecssiah's claims.

9. " Take up thy bed —The Eastern
pallet, or rug, or mat, here called a bed
becsuse It was that on which he lay,
could be easily rolled up and carried.

11. “I say unto thee, Arise"— Christ’s
argumen”. here affords a fair test of ali
priestly claims to abaolve from sin. I¢
the priest had power to remit the eternal
punishment of sin, he should bs able,
certatnly, to remit tho physical punish-

‘ ment of sin, This Christ dld; this the
peiont canast &c.

HOME READINGS.

M. The paralytic healed,—Mark 2. 1-12,
Tu. Glad tidings.—Acts 10. 34-43.

W. Prayer for pardon.—Psa, 25. 1-18.
Th. ftl)ggiveness and heallng.—Pse. 103,

F. Blotting out.—Isa. 43. 18-25.
S. Perfect cleansing.—1 John 1.
Su. Strange things.—Uuke 5. 17-26.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. The ﬂalsled Sinner Borpe of Forr,
V. 1-4,
To what city did Jesus return ?
What report at once spread ?
What result followed this report ?
How did Jesus treat this company ?
What sick man was brought to the

house ?

How was he lept back from Jesus ?
What did those carrying him do ?
Of what was this act a proct ?
2. His Sins Forgiven, v. 5-7.
What did Jesus say to the sick man ?
Who objected to what Jesus sald ?
What questions did the seribes ask ¢
3. His Palsy Healed, v. 8-12, .
How did Jesus know what they said ?
What two questions did he ask them ?
How can we have the forgiveness of
sins ? Acts 16. 31,
What did Jesus wish the scribes to
koow ?  Golden Text.
Whom did be mean by “the Son of
man”?
What did he say to the slck man ?
What at once followed thls commang ?
How were the bystanders affected ?
What did they do and say ?
. I;or what did they praise God 7 Matt.

YLAT-ROOYED MUD HOUSES AT BANIAS,

Wihere are we taught fi
about—

PRACTICAL, TEACHINGS.
this lesson

1. Overcoming hindrances ?
2. The forgiveness of sing ?
3. Praising God for mercles ?

The English lady was troubled ana
8ick at Hheart.
and prieste with unflagging zeal and
boisonous words had infiuenced parents,
however reluctantly, to take their chil-
dren from her school, and now the Gov-
eérnment had issued orders that no Mo-
%ammedan child should pass her doors.

ay
One morning there were none, where
only two months before thers had been

THE LADDER DRPAM,

The ever-jealous nurs

by day there were fawer children.

the hum of one hundred and thirty
volces !

Miss says. 1 went to my room
and foll on my knees. ‘O God, my heart
18 breaking, if thou wilt still have me to
work herc. givo me a sign. 1 cannot
rise until thou dost hear and answer**
And ovep as she prayed a peace, unknown
for days, stole upon her, and rising she
calied her Syrlan Bible-woman, and to-
gether they went into tho atreots.

At the first house Fatima, the Moham-
medan wlfe, camo out, and, too excited
for salaams, cricd * 1 have been walting
for you; come in and hear my dream.
Last night I saw a golden 1adder leading
to a shining place, ard & figure descend-
fng, more beautiful than any one I have
ever seon. He sald to me: ‘Fatima,
whe am 17 and I answered, ‘ Thou art
Jesas Christ, the Son of tho lving God.’
He smiled and said, ‘ You are blessed be-
cause you have belleved;? but when I
tried to go to him he sald, ‘ Not now, but
some time I will comoe and take you to
myself;’ and then I awoke.”

Aund then the English lady went home
with joy in ber heart, for of all the Mo-
hammedan women of the town Fallma
had shown the most hatred of the Chris-
tian rollgion.—Woman's Work for Wo-
man, .

‘It it hurts you, dear,” said the sur-
geon, a3 he applied the splints and band-
ages, “cry all you want to. You will
feel better.” * Thank you, doctor,” re-
plied the little Boston girl. I never
weep, It wrinkles the face.”

Algernon—*I've a widdle for you, Mias
Miwanda. Why are childwen like tooth
bwushes ?” Miranda—"1 don't know.
Why are they * Algernon—'* Because
evewybody prefers his own. See ?”
Miranda (frigidly)—''No, I don't see,
not having any children.” Algernon
(stammering)—* Oh, of course not, but
you—you—you have a tooth bwush, you
know.,"”
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