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JOHN OWEN, D.D.

Tuts eminent divine was born in 1616, at Stad-
ham, Oxfordshire. 1lis father, descended from
the royal line of Wales, was a Puritan minister,
An early proficiency in elementary studics admit-
ted John dwen tothe University when only twelve
years of age. Here he puisued his academical
labours with unquenchable ardour, atlowing him-
self only four hours’ sleep in a night ; though he
afterwards coufessed, that his sole stimulus to
mental exertion was the ambitions hope of rising
to some distinguished station in church or state.
How often has the eye of Omniscience seen this
adious mildew sprinkled over the academic lau-
rels of those wlio have shone with envied Justre
in the world ! .

Mr. Owen would, doubtless, have carried his
moint, had not God in mercy convinced him of the
sin of aiming at his own glory, called him off from
Ins former pursuits, and induced him to conscerate
his future rife, with all his talents, to the honour
of God, and the improvement of hischurch. This
rendered him averse to the superstitious rites
which Laud was then introducing into the Uni-
versity ; and thus alicnated from him all his for-
mer fricnds, who fled from him as one infected
with Putitanism : a disease, in their eyes, more
dreadful than the plague ; so that he was at length
obliged to leave the college. Ife wasthusthrown
into the hands of the parliamentary party ; which
#0 incensed his uncle, who had nuE.ported him at
the Univenity, that he forever atandoned him,
and settled his estate upon another person.

Mr. Owen, now cast upon the providence of
God, went to live with a gentleman as his chs
lain ; but Le, though the friend of this Puritan,
being a zealous loyalist, went into the king’s ar-
my, and thus left his chaplain once more to seck
a maintenance. He went to London, where he
was a perfect stranger, and had to struzgle through
his temporal difficulties with the additional bur-
den of a troubled spirit ; for after he first disco-
vered the evil of sin, this towering genius, who
had been the admiration of the University, was so
broken down, that for three months, he could
hardly speak a word to any one; and, for five

ears, the anguish of his mind embittcred his life.

nder this burden, he went, one Lord’s day, to
hear the Rev. Mr. Calamy, at Aldermanbury
church § but, after waiting some time, a country
minister, of whomn he could never afierwards re-
ceive tlie least information, ascended the pulpit,
and preached from Matthew viii. 26: ¢« Why are
ye fearful, O ye of little faith ** which happil
removed all his doubts, and introduced him to the
enjoyment of that sacred peace, which, -vithout
interruption, blessed all his future days.®

About 1642, the commiltee for ejecting lcf_,-h*
lous miaisters presented him to the livins »f Ford-
ham, in Essex, where he laboupes <VF & year and
a ha!f to the great u(;,{‘..:.u and advantaze of

th ishi Vs the patron of the livin
te::o';::l h:?::'-':'m it,‘whichpgave the inhabitaug

of Coggeshally about five miles distant, an oppor-
tanity to invite him to become their minister;
an! a3 the Eanl of Warwick, ths patron, gave
him the living, he consented, and preached to a
very julicious congregation of two thousand per-
sons, with great success. Here his researches
inlo the Scriptures induced him to abandon the
Prestyterian system of church government, and
to adopt the principles of the Independents ; so
that he not only formed a Congregational charch,
apon the plan which appeared to him to be dic-
tated by Christ, in the New Testament, but be-
came the most able vindicator of those seatiments
which so much prevailed among Dissenters.

His name, like a tich perfume, could not be
onncealed, 30 that he was now cailed to preach
before the parliament ; and on the 2%th of Apsil,
166? delivered to them a discourse on Acts xxvi.
2, It was a bold and energetic appeal to the wis-
dom and benevolence of tue lecislature, in behalf
af those parts of the empire which were destitate
of the light of evangelical instruction.
who are only acquainted with the general stiain
af Dr. Owen’s writings, would not sup him
capallc of pouting forth that faoed of lucid, glow-
inz, popular eloquence, which is displayed in thiy

P+ | and principle, wherever they may appear to Jead.

Y | Hyde.

sctmon.  The day after the death of Charles I.
he was called to the difficult task of preaching
before the parliament a&n)in; when he chose for
his text Jer, xv. 19, 0. Wisdom and fidelity
joined to compose this disconrse. Mr. Owen
shortly after attended Cromwell to [relard, where
he presided in the college, and preached in Dub-
lin upwards of a yearand a half. He retamed to
his charge at Cogeeshall, but was soon called to
preach again at Whitehall, and afte.wards to go
nto Scotland. ‘The House of Commons at leng%h
presented him to the deanery of Christ Church,
Oaford, and soon sfter he was made doctor in di-
vinity, and cliosen Vice-chancellorin the Univer-
sity ¢ which honcurable post he filled, with singu-
lar wisdom und prudence, duting live years.
Thus, in the short space of ten years, we are
called to witness thie most complete revolution in
his affairs; and after having seen him persecute
for his conscientious dissent from the church of his
fathers, shunned by his former friends, disowned
hy his relations, disappointed of a good estate, dii-
ven from his college, cast upon the wide world,
called to struggle with adversity, under the de-
ression of a wounded conscience,which consumed
Eil mental and corporeal vigour, we now hehold
him in the enjoyment of a peace & which passcth
)l understanding,” exulting in the retom of elus-
ticity of mind, with health of body—filliag the
kingdom with the fame of his literary and nl:iu-
ous eminence—introduced (o the esteem of the

hi%hett characters and authorities in his country,} pe
an

exalted to the first post which the Church of
England then knew, by presiding over that Uni-
versity from which he had seprrated. History
has seldom furnished s more effectual antidote
against despondency in sdverse circumstances, or
a mote animated exhortation to follow conscience

Dr. Conant being elected Viee-chancellor, Dr.
Owen took his leave of the Univenity with an
address, which presents a singulatly  beautiful
combination of the jealousy which a’learned and
laborions man feels for his honest fame, with the
humility of a Christian, abcorhed in the honour
and interests of his God, The fortunes and pros-

cts of the University, when first it fell into the

ands of the parliament patty, are finely depicted,
while the improvements which had been made
duting the five years of his chancellorship are
hinted at with much delicacy. He now retired
to his own private estate at Stadham, his birth-
place ; but the persecution, which followed the
testoration, compelied him to take refuge in Lon-
don, wherc he published ais % Animadversions on
a Popish X ed Fiat Lux;” which re-
cominended bhi+ to the esteem of Chancellor

i iearded man, however, not finding himse!f
cnatortable in England, was about (o accept the
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invitation from the Independents in New Eng-
land, to preside over the coliege they were esta-
blishing ; but he was stopped by particularorders
from the king; and when he was invited to fill
the chaiz of Professor of Divinity ia the United
Provinces, love (or his country snduced him to
waive the honour. He sct up a lecture in Lon-
don, as soon as King Charles’ indulgence rea-~
dered it practicable ; and while many eminent ci-
tizens vesorted to his oral instructions, the Looks
which he from time to time published, gained Lim
the admiration and esteem of the leamed 2nd the

at, among whom are particulazly mentioned
the Earls of Orrery and 4nglesey, Lords Wil.
loughby, Wharton, and Berkeley, and Sir John
Trevor. The Duke of York and King Charles
11. sent for hi'n, and conversed with Lim econ-
ceming the Dissenters and liherty of conscisuce,
which the king declared wag right; aud, as ates-
timony of his sense of the injustice done to the
persecuted, gave the Doctor a thousand guineas
to be disuifmud among the sufferets. When he
applied to his tetor, Dr. Barlow, Bishop of Lin-
cot:v, in behalf of good John Bunyan, who was
enduring a loug and eruel imprisonment, the Bj-
shop declined releasing the worthy Baptist, though
he had given the Inde, tnmnneo{'“llm
he would deny him nathing that be could leqally

Those! do.’* His Jearned labours procured him the ac-

quaintance and esteem of many eminent foreign-
ars ; some of whom took a voyage (0 England to
converse with this distinguished Briton; while
others, having read his Latin tre armn

the English lan , that they might be able to

vead the rest of his works; which, indeed, are

ed | considerable extent,

sufficiently waluable to repay the labour of ac-
quiring the most difficult langaage which has been
spoken since the confusion of tongues,

When, exhisusted by his excessive exertions of
body and mind, hc was unable to preach, he re-
tired to Kensington, near London ; but even hese
he was incessantly writing, whenever he was
able to situp, He afterwards removed to a house
of his own at Ealing; where, employing his
thoughts on the glories which were now opgning
upon his view, he composed his ¢ Meditations on
the Glory of Christ,” Writing to a friend, at
this time, he says, ¢« I am going to him whom m
soul has loved, or rather who has loved me wit
an everlasting love, wnich is the whole ground of
all my consolation. 1am leaving the ahir of the
church in a storm, but whilst the Great Pilot is in
ity the loss of a poor under-rower will be inconsi-

4| derable.  Live and pray, and wait and Lope pa-

tiently, and do not despond; the promise stands
invinci"lc, that he will never leave us nor forsake
us.” He died on Bartholomew day, 24th of Au-
gust, 1683, in the sixty-seventh year of his age.

He is described as tall in his person, with a
grave, majestic, and comely aspect, and the air
and depottment of a gentleman. He is said to
have been very pleasant and cheerful in his social
intercourse, hanng a great command of his pas-
sions, especially that of anger; but in his writ-
ings, the irritation of those contentious days some-
times appears. Even Anthony Wood was com-
lled to acknowledge, that < he was a person
well skilled in the tongues, rabuinical leaming,
and Jewish rites, that he had a great comman
of his English pen, and was one of the fairest and
zenleelest writers that nﬂpeaud against the

hlml:lo':' Englanda” ll*lis ml:;l‘e of eccle-
siastical history and polemica ogy was pro-
found, The :{nmenp:rith which he gteeudpﬂu
most specious, and the furce with which he crueh-
ed the most formidable heresics, were, if possi-
hle, still mrsuud by the accuracy with which
he stated and explained the most profound disco-
veries of revelation, and the sanctity with which
he directed every truth to the l!mh cation of the
heart, and the regulation of the life. In his « Ex-

ition of the Hundred and Thirtieth Psalm,? he
mdeveloped the wise and benevolent pu of
God, in the mental conflicts which the wmn-
duted, and proved himself qualified therehy to
guide the trembling steps of the retuming sianer
to the God of s while his treatises 4On
the Mortification of Sin in Yelievers,” « On Spi~
titual Mindedness,” and %Oa the Glory of
Christ,”” prove him equally fitted to guide the
Christian in his more advanced stages, and b
show him how ¢ to finish his course with joy, 5o
as to obtain an abundant entrance into the ever-
:.uting l;ingdmkn oi;n:‘ Loed Jesus srhﬁst.” Bat
is work is his ¢ Exposition of the Epistle
o i -
is ex inary men was 88 much be
his age in political as in theological science ; for
he not only defended the doctrine of toleration,
while it was most cruelly violated by the Stuarts ;
but when the Presbyterians were in the plenitade
of their power, he addressed to the parliament a
discourse in favour of this truly Christian and-di-
vine doctrine ; in which he went on as large and
generous principles as Mr. Locke afterwards did.
Following Roger Williams, he has wium hantly
proved that the Moloch, which had shed the Lioad
of s0 many myriads of saiats, foands its hoasted
rights upon a cloud.

But that which crowns the name of Owen with
most resplendent and imperishatile honours, is,
that po-emng a handsome estate, and labouting
in the employment of a literary life, he
did not fecl himsell exempt from tie cuty of
preaching the Gospel amidst the dangers and in-
eonvel;iemn of Peml;;:m; b:l delz':md, with
a simple, enguzing cloguence, those divine truths
from which he derived the solace of bix days,
and which he adoraed by an uablemished ife.

His works in foliom; % The Exposition of the
Epistle to the Hebrews,”? in (our v 3 &
Perseverance of Saints;”? 4 A Treatise on the Ho-
!{'s.pitil ;”? and a volume of Sermons and Tractn.

nty-ene publications in quarto, devoled ei-

ther to the viadication of the Christian doctrines,

ot to the defence of independent churches. o

octave, there are thirly Jieceo, some of them of

and several distin-~

guished excellence: The whole have been re-
priated in tw2aty-cight volumes octavo.



