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Iileased srnile, by the eider maiden. And beau-
tiful exceedingly was that young maiden, ber
forrn se slight yet so voluptuously rounded,
Witb snow-white swelling arms and a straight
ýlender ancle, rcvcaled by the short siceves
eild somewhat brief proportions of her plain
lusset froek; bier long and swan-likc ncck,
gracefuîly rising frorn the bMue kechicf that
V1eiled her struggling bosom ; her dark and
glossy hair folded in simple braids around lier
bread, smooth brow-hcr soft, bright, liazel
eye, fuîll ruddy lip, and delicate complexion-
erid, even more thani those, hier tiny hands, and
feet that scarce scerncd equai to support her
5Ylph-l1ke frame, seemed to betoken ratdier
BOrOe seion of a proud, îimie-hionoured race,
than a woodtnan's daughitcr. Sncb was pic-
t ure on wbicb the young min gazcd with wist-
fI eyes for a brief spaCe, througli the. houghs
Of the birchen thicket wbich veilcd it on the
8outhern sido; but so great and se imrnjncnt
Was bis perd that ho rnigbit not expend rnnch
lin in feeding bis oves or is imagination
UPon a scene, se swoet te fill a pool7s day
drearn. Hie gazed, it is true, for a minutc wist-
fully; but, though lits mmid was fraughît with
Iiiany a touch of poesv and wild romance, and
though bis cye was one which loved to dwcll
01n ail varjeties of natural heauty, it was net
Poesy nor admiration of the beautiful that fix-
ed bis eyo or bis mmnd now. It ivas a wan-
derîng, restless, seïutinizing, giance, vhich hoe
e8st int every nook and angle of the domes-
lie scene before bîmi ; until, convinced, as it
Would seem, that lie bcd taken cvcry fenturo
'Ofthe pictnre, satisfied tbat tbcre were no other
Persons present than those xvhom lhabl scon
illready, and tbat tbey wüe of no formidable
Character, he drew the îanglcd branches quite
55tindei, aad stepped nt once, tbougli with a
qUiet unobtrusive air, inte full view.

"Be not alarmed, fair maîd," hoe sai'I, secing
that she was net a little startled at bis sliddcn
aPPearance. "lBe not alarmed-I am alonc, a
fuIgitive, belple"s, and wounded, and in searchi
Of8afety. My enem-ies-the avengers of bloodl,
Ilre close upon rny beels-the biood of my twe
brothers and my fatber are rcd iipon their bands
4nd weapons-and mine will flow, unlcss you
eanicoaceal mi. You wouid not look upen nMy
8lcugter-coniccal mie, if you can, for onn
8hort heur, so shiah 1 thcnik yen for my lifeé,
n'Id so shall yen wvitî favour before God. For
1 amn guiltless of ail wron g unless adbcrece
to the faith of my fathers, and loyalty to my
king, bc a sin as tbe Puritans avoucb. Therc
18 nao time 10 lose, for they wcre sarccly a

mile distant, wvhen 1 looked back from the last
blilh-top."

The blood wbicb bcd ebbed from lier cbecks,
as hie appeared, returned at bis words, and al-
îhoughi tluttercd sligbîly and somiewhat tre-
muions, she answered in a clear and distinct
veice: I can conceal yen, sir-lhappy arn 1
te say it-wberc ail the malice of yeur ene-
nies wonld in vain strive te find yen. But
you must premise me," she added, Ilneyer by
word, or sign, or token, wbetbcr for good or
exil, te divulge tbe secret of the biding place
whicb 1 xvili show you. This Must yen vew,
upon your plighted boneur as a gentleman and
soldier-for rein would cerne of it, and per-
hanps bloodsbed, if yeu sbeuld fail in this.-
Mercox-er, sec whaî yen May, or bear, voit
must rest satisfied and ask ne questions."

IBe it se," he rcplied insbanîly ; and laying
bis hîend on bis heart, hoe made the promise she
rcquired, nsing the very words which shie had
îîîîered, wvitb a manner se impressive, that il
conld bardly faiu te cenvey a full belief in bis
sincerity. Scarce lied lie finisbed Qpez-'king,
bowever, wben a distant shent was hearîl, fol-
leweil by the thundering gnllep of a squadren,
and in a moment a second clameur, se loud,
and scemingly se near, tbat the young mari
percived at once that his pursuers liad come
up te the spot wbere bis herse had failen.

IlIt is tee late !" bie said ; Iltlxanks for your
good will, maiden ; tbanks, anîd may becaven
reward yen !-b.ut it is ahl tee laie !-at least, I
xviii net (lie before yenr eyes, nor unavenged"
-anul as uic Spoke, lie laid bis band upon bis
rapiefs hlIt, ani turned as if te rush upon bis
focs. Quick, lîowcver, as ligbt, the fair girl in-
terruptred biîn, cctcbing in the earnestncess of
bier anxietv, lits band in ber smcll snewy fun-
gers. "No, neo!' she said, " ne! it is net tee
late !-riu'bh net, for God's love, rush net on
your doon; but fulflowi nie and hc sulent. Plut-
lhp," shu addcd, addressing tbe boy wio bad
heon sheoting on the green, Il yen are old
eneugh, and hiave senise enougb ho understand
thit', and te keep silence-go noxv and pulay xvitb
litic Mabel, and the deg, tilI I rebnrn. whicb I
xviii instantly-de yeni comprelîend me il'

IYes! yos V" exciaimeul the boy eagerly-
"Ves ! yes! I nuerstand yen, Constance; ai-d

voitn ay bc (lutte suie I xveud net tuAIl the rogue
Reundlieads eue word about tîuis gallant gen-
tleman, theugh tbey wcre te tear nie, ii w Id
herses-go yen and bide bim, and 1 xviii quiet
Mabel."

Sbe said ne0 more, but led huai rapidly round
the corner of the cottage, bctwccn the wvall and


