
THE OWL.

ONCE MONAROJI 0F1 IIHE PIRAIRIES.

r HEN first tbe great-. discoverers of tbis con-
~tinent began to pen-

etrate far inland, they
found an animal weil
wortby of mention in
tbe bîstory of America.
ibe biFon or tbe bof-
falo, as he was more
comnîoniy calied, ex-

Q) isted in countless
herds fromn the great pirairies of the North-
West Territories to the wilds of TVexas
The animal bas been spoken of and
described by a great many early bistorians.
Thbe first grapbic description of it is due
to the great explorer, Father Marquette.

* An earîy mention of it is f.rnnd tri the
records of -tbe Conquest of Mexico;
Montezuma points out the buffalo to
Ilernando Cortez, as being a rare animal

* ini tbe soutb, altbougb very commion-in tbe
flortb.

Notwitbstanding the important part it
has bad, in the earry bistory of our country,
tnany persons in tbe United States and
Canada bave never seen a fulI-grown
buffalo. Those exbibited in travelling
shows and circuses are usually pour speci-
mens of tbis magnificent animal. It

* resembles in many respects tbe European
buffal0 . witb this vast difference that tbe
latter animal inbabits the mounitainous
Parts of Europe, wbilst the American
buffalo belongs exclusively to tbe prairies.
Another différence is in their appearance,
the bison being more low-set and baving
a much sborter manie tban the buffalo. In
rany respects tbe bison resembles our

doinestic cattle tbougb be is much larger,
a full-grown maie being about twice the
Size of an ox.

Under tbe neck bangs a heavy growtb
Of hair and tbe wbole bead, neck and
8boulders are covered witb a great brown
Miane like that of a horse. Tbis marie is
SOrnetimes a foot long, and falling over

* . th e animal's eyes gives tbemn a bîdeous
and savage appearance. Tbe rest of the
body is covered witb brown curly hair

*; liké tbe wool of a sheep, tbough muclb

stronger and tbicker. The bison also
bas quite a large hump on bis back, wbicb
tends to make bim appear exceedingly
large and formidable. A peculiar fact
about tbe way in wbicb tbe bair falis over
tbe eyes is tbat it prevents the animal
from seeing, wbile in the act of charging
or flying front foes. He will make wild
cbarges upon bis assailants and pass quite
close îvitbout doing tbe least barin ; or
wben pursued whole berds bave been
known to dasb over precipices or into
obstacles witbout deviating a particle from
tbeir onward course.

Accounts of tbe numbers of tbese
animais wvbich once roarned over tbe
prairies of-tbe great Notth-West are truly
astonishing, and it sbould be a subject of
deelp regret that of tbe grandest animal of
our continent but five bundred repre-
sentatives remain. From tbe notes
of celebrated travellers we learn tbat
tbousands upon thiusands of tbem were
annually slaugbtered to supply tbe wants
of the Indians and early settlers. It is
claimed by certain bunters tbat in one
esl)Ccially good seas<)n, they travêlled
for twenty days on borseback tbrougb a
continuous berd, " seeing notbing but
skies and bison for miles togetber," the
prairie being litterly black with tbem.
Tiherefore, it is not to be wondered at,
tbat su many of tbe early settlers adopted
the peltry trade to acquire wealtb, and
tkius commenced tbe war of extermination
upon tbe buffalo.

So given up to tbe cbase were the
inbabitants of tbe plains tbat tbe buffalo-
bunt was tbe mainstay of wbole comn-
munities. Tbe Indian lived entirely by
it, and it was tbe life of thc famous Red
River Setulement and of remote and
isolated places in botb tbe United States
and Canada. These annual bîînts, how-
ever, neyer caused an>' remarkable decrease
in the herds. It was not until the great
Canadian Pacific Railway began to find its
way across the continent >tbat tbe exterm-
ination of tbe moiarcb of the prairies
began, for by, tbis enterprise aIl tbe
difficulties of transportation were success-


