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mnade it is not properly or f ully recorded, clouds of darkness
which can never be dispelled settie down upon it alinost un-
miediately. Ail that remains behind is an indistinct outiue
which eau never be filied up. Under certain conditions rare
occurrences are quite as probable as common ones. The main
condition of the probability of such an event is that the rare
occurrence should, from its nature and from the circumstances
under which it occurs, be capable of beingr observed, and that
the evidence of it should be recorded in the manner which I
have already described. If a rnoa were caught alive and pub-
licly exhibited for ioney, or if the body of a sea-serpent wvere
to be cut up upon the coast and duly examined by competent
naturaiists,the ex-.istence of moas and sea-serpents could be proved
beyond ail reasonable doubt. The reason why their existence is
disbelievcd or doubted is not that they are seen, if at ail, so, sel-
dom, but because iu each particular instance they are seen, if at
ail, in such an unsatisfactory way that it is doubtful whether
they ever were seen. There are innuinerable ghost-stories in
circulation, but, as far as I know, no instance has ever yet been
even alleged to exist in which the existence of a ghost has been
properiy authienticated as readily and as conclusi'vely as that of
any other being wrhatever. Stories of the interference of un-
seen agents stand upon exactly the same footing, speaking
generaily. Isolated instances occur in ail ages and countries,
but thie conimon characteristic of them ail is to be unauthenti-
cated. Ten cases distiuctly proved under the conditions
referred to, . . . would do more to settie the question of
the existence of miracles as a class than innumarable cases de-
pending on assertions wvhich were not properly examined wheu
they were originally nmade, and which ean now neyer be exani-
ined. On the other haud, what reason eau possibly be suggested
why the action of an invisible person upon matter should not
be ascertaiued just as clearly as the action of a visible person?
The restoration of a dead body to life might, if it occurred, be
proved as conclusively and as notoriously as the death of a
living body, or the birth of a child. If such events formed a
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