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freeiman. unless respite were given
by the free will of the latter.

The Charter went on to confirmn
to ail cities, towns, burghs, andi
seaports, as well as to the capital,
their ancient righflts ancd customns.
To the foreîgn merchant was
granted the privelege of travelling
througyhout the lcingdlom; ai-d to the
subject, the liberty of leavingy the
saine, except in tirne of war. These
provisions were clesigned for the
benefit of the people in general,
but being inere confirmnations of
ancient righlts. wve do not consider
any discussion of them necessary.

One of the inost important ar-
ticles of the Charter, and one that
exhibiteci a firîn determination to
uphold lemiocratie principles of
government, had reference to the
royal forests. These forests clated
froni the tiîne of Williamr 1. 111
their formation a large extent of
country was laid waste, andi a
considerable portion of the pop-
ulation rendered destitute, and ail this
wanton destruction of property to,
satisfy the caprice of a tyrant in
providing a hunting-ground for him.
They were his private possessions,
and ail iaws concerning themi emian-
ated from hini alone. To kili " the
king's venison " entailed a penalty
of loss of life or mnembers. Besicles
this there were numnerous petty
ordinances niost annoying to those
dwellingr upon the adjoiningr pro-
perty. To rernove the grievances
arising from the execution of these
laws, ail forcess that were nmade
since John's accession were thrown
open, and twelv'e barons in each
county were appointed, under oatb,
to inquire into the evil customns of
forcess and warrens, foresters and
warreners, ancd after having griven
forty days notice to the king or to,
his judiciary, should these evil cus-
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tomns continue, to aclopt mieasures
for their suppression. Thus were
the mionstrous iniquities of this ins-
titution, which had itsextnc
only iii the mnutilateci constitution of
the Conquest, wipecl out, andi a
galling autocracy demolished.

As the charter of Henry 1 pro-
tected the undcer-tenaniits of the
barons fromn the lawlcss exaictionsI
andi injustices of their lords in the
saine manner as the barons were
protecteci fromi the infringemients of
the crown, the Mvagna Garta stipu-
lateci " that every liberty and cus-
tomn which the king had granted to
his tenants, as far as concerned hiii,
should be observed by the clergy
and laity as far as concerneci themi".
This article laid dlown the broad
founclation upon which the Charter
resteci: liberty and %-:_quity to ail
freemen. 1It inust bc admitted that
slaves received no recogrnition, but~
they couild not dlaimi to enjoy any ofr
the privelegres of freemen.

With the exception of somce
temporary clauses dealing with the
correction of the late transgressions
of the crown, we have now seen
the chief provisions of the great
charter of liberties which was
wrung fromn John, or as he declared
Cc granted through a pious regard
for God, and a desire for the
benefit of the people." Many of
the measures which were taken to
redress the grievances that exîsteci,
also devised means to prevent their
recurring. In this respect, the en-
actmnents regarding the judicial
legisiation of the kingdlom, and
those requiring the abolition of the
royal governmi-ent of the forests,
stand out proinrently. But the
reforins effected can be Iooked upon
only as guidingy lnes to direct the
course of the crown ini its relation
to established legislation, and n ot


