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BABIES, BOYS, MEGN, CIIURCHES.

OWEVER they ay difer in other

lieiplessiiess. If t.hey were uncared
Sfor by others, they could not live;

old people would. die, and( there wvoul(1 bc no
one i the world ; homies wvould be enipty,
C?))ty, EMPTY.

\Vheu chiidren. get able to Nwalkc, tlîey stili
need hieip. To negleet tbiem thon, would lie
as cruel1 aud Nvrong as to ncglect thei r bodies,
and wouid. enîd iii the sanie Nway.

WVhein cared for tiîrougli infancy and cild-
hood, and groNvin to bc ien and onet bey
can inake their owiI living, and in their turn
hielp others %lio cannot lieip) tlienîselves. It
wvould be very selfisli, c.fter being cared for
-%blen they were lielplebs, to refube, to care for
others who nccd care.

.Ail this is about as truc of congregations as
it is of people. Tiiere are baby congregations
that wvill xiot gro\w if tliey are not hielped;
there are el)ild congregations that need liellp;
and there are grown-up, strong ones that can
(Io for tlimselves everything they need.

IIABY CO'NGREGATIOXS.
Away out iii the country is a pleasant,

hîappy homne. Half a-mile distant i.4 another,
and a fcw more fartdier off. The settlemient
is small. They have no church, no pleasant
Sabbath meetings; the young l)eople, as they
growv up, learn to spcnd the day in pleasure,
anîd this oftcni leads to a life of sin.

But why do they not ]lave a eburcli an(d
ininister? Because thieyare few aind not rici.
The mninister mnust have soînething to bluy
food anI clotliing for himself and bis family,
and tliey cannot give enough to support hini.

Then the blrger, stronger congregations
wlio are cnjoying their pleasant Sabbath
mieetingt-s, and many other good things, agree,
to heip this baby congregation, amd they pay
mnoney for tlis purpose into a, ftind which tliey
caîl the Homie Mission Fonid. A inîiister
whlo lias no congregation, or a student wbvlo is
prec-)aril1g for the ministry, is sent to tliem for
a tihne ; tlicy give w-bat tliey caxi for bis sup-
port ; tlie Hlome Mission Fund gives theni
somne ]îe]p, their Sabbaths and Nveek dars are

nmade brigliter, and the Young people, and tlie
old as wcil, are lielped to live better 1k-es.

whlei the alitiumu Cornes the student goes
back to bis studies, and( there are more sileiît.
Sabbatbs. Next sommiier another une cornes
for a. timne, and su on.

There are severan i bndreds of these baby
congregations iii our Churcli iii Canada and
the Ilome Mission Fund that beips theie is
doing great good.

(1111.1) CONG It(1ATIIONS.
After a tinie the baby congregation grows,ý

strunger. Ntew% settiers couic, ani the older
unes get hetter oit. They arc etn t irel (if
s0 iiecheanige and of su miany sulent. S:Lb-
batbis. They would like a minister of thecir
own ail te tinie ; tbiere,,%,oiil( be a great (leai
more good dune, but, tbey are tiot yet strong
enough to support oie. Mien tbe larger,
stronger congregatioxîs agree tu lhelp) thein i
titis, too, an(I they ptit moziey intu another
fund, -%vlielî they eall the Augmentation
Fiind. 'ru auîgmenît ineans tu increase, aîîd
thi.s fund is so nlLmed because it makes larger
te suim 'vhich these people eali give.
Then tbey eboose a mninister that they

%vould like to have. They pay wbat they
eau for lis suzpport, and the Augmentation
Fund supplies te balance.

After a time titis chuld congregation geLs
larger and alie to support itseif, and then il.
(lues not need hiel), but begins in its turni to
lielp other weak unes.

Iu this way, during the iast dozen years,
about 170 chiid congregations, or an averagu
of about 14 eacli year, in the 1rsbyterian
Churcli iii Canada, have growni strong enougx
tu care for liinselves. Most of te congre-
gaLions iii our Clitorch have at somec Li ie lecii
lieiped, and Lhtus there are to-day su imm~y
strong onies arnong Lliexn 'ho are (bing inucli
to send. te Gospel ail over Lbe world.

You now Iziiov %vliat is mneant by the Home
.Miss,ýion Fonid and the Augnmentation Fonid.
You -sce that Liîey are speeiaily suited tu
Young people, and you sc, too, liou- import
anttliey are, for if it wure not for thxemni the
baby congregations and chiild congregations
would liever grow self-supporting. TLey
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