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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Acnrosrie We cannot insert the Acrostic in the
U SATULDAY Reabkr.’  Although wo hiko xubscripe
tions weil, we Liko indepesdence und self-respect far
better, amt have no notion of begging for subscribers
The othier contributions wero more acceptabsbe.

G Could you not tiavel over o loss heaten
track” ley ' You will ree the wse wo have made of
Jour colmunication, tur whicl, pleare aceept our
thanks,

LarriNus  Your boatmen dreamt too digjointed n

S dream; please seo genernd notice below,

J. ., Toroato. If you are, as wo gather from
your letter, quite a youny student, why then thero 18
slenty of time to witeand se-wnte your compositions

ctore ollering them tor publication.  We canhot use
those you biuve sent, althuugh we would wallingly o
»0. Work and wait.

JEAN, A Rhymer L B, Ileaso sco nutico below

] Can yun favour us oceasivnally wath sunitar
contributions?

flenyday L. Wil msert shortly.

Jaxts L—1—d. Your paper will be regularly de.
fivered in fature; pay collector full antount.” Wo'have
dated your subsenption from No 3 Wlen Writing
agam, plesse §nc your full address.

Ry = C. Manuseript veeemved, will havoe attentiun.

A. L.« llonour' 1s waiting fur you at the oflice of
the Reaven  loo long and hieavy—hght, racy
r;;\l-ltchcs would be acceptable.  Many thanks never-

teless.

GRABUATE  We Ledieve the first obscure mention
of Acudemical Degrees was in 1214 1 the Unisersity
at Pariz, from which the other Vanversities of Europe
borrowed most of their customns.  In 1231, Degrees

hadt become general.
AsT-Favarie.  We would not insert your com-
Unico for atl,

muuication cven as an advertisement.
wo wish it to bo understuud that tho ReADER is
intended to be a fanuly paper, and not a vehicle for
the ditfusion of scepticism.

Jaxrs M, Gusien.  The weekly issues of the
Reaper buve thus far been stereotyped; wo shall
couscqucatly be always ablo to supply the carly num-
bers to complcte sets . We thank you for your goud
washes, and mnay state that the success of the REALER
13 beyond our tnost sunguine anticipations,

GLNERAL Nurice.~The space which we can devote
to Poetry s but hnmted, and wo have alrcady upon
our table of orsginal puems, good, bad, and fndifferent,
(expeaially the katter) suticacnt to 1ast us fur siX tnonths.
Qur correspondents must not feel surprised then i€
their cffusions do not appear,  Why not devoto to
prose compositions the tine which i3 wasted in the
effort to ** tag rhymes?”  Weshall ba glad to receive
well wntten ongnal tales and sketches in prose.

WITTY AND WIIIMSICAL.

** AFTER me,” as the needle said to the thread

Waex do two and two not make four?—\When they
stand for 22,

“\WinaT is the chief use of bread?” asked an ex-
awniner at o &chool exhitation.
bread,” answered tho urchin, apparently astonished
at the shinplicity of the inquiry, *“is to spread butter
and treacle on.*”

¢ Iz it quack-quack?** an Englishman, who was cn.
joying what he took for hashed duck, asked of his
nerghbour, a Chin man. ** No, no; it i3 much better
1t is bow-wow-wow,” replied the ycllow Oriental.

*IaTner, did you ever have another wife beside
mother?”’ < No, my boy; what posscssed you to ask
such u question?™ " Because 1 fawin the old family
Bible that you marned Auna Domng, 1875, and that
isn’t mother, for her name was Sally Smith **

SnooTiNg Pisvors.~There iR a quaker in_ the
countey who iz so gttached to the prmcxrl@ of the
Leace SchI{ that ho will not have a single lower in
las garden; for *it's tersibie,” ho sars, *“to walk at
this timme of the year, and to sce the tlowers in all dj-
rectiona with shoolsng pustels,”

I Tuuovenr I understood you to say that your
father was o merchant only & week ago, said a lady
to a litte girl who was suliciting alms; *and sf that is
s0, low conld your family have been so soon reduced
to beggary " —* It 1s true, ma‘am: my father kept an
o)sl.:e]r »;ln 1, aud last week be took o bad sovereign, and
ailed.’

AN ANGLER'S I’ATIENCE.—A person, late on Satur-
day afterntoan, haded o gentleman, as hie was skilfully
cssaying the wily tisherman's art for trout, swith,
 Hallo, there* ot anything? —* (ot anything?
Of course not, I only camo lere last Wednesday ¢
was tho reply, as the paticut angler once more cast his
patent fly.

«S1ne, ono word,’ said a soldicr one day to Fred.
erick the Great, when presenting to Inm a request for
the Lrevet ot icutenant.  +* If you say two,’” answesed
tlie king, 1 will havo you banged.” < Sigu,” re-
jlicd the sQldier. The king stared, wlustied, and
signed.

R. A 'p.=The late Mr. Soloman, the urtist, who, it
is well Luows, took it very much to licart that ho was
not elected one of tire “* Forty.,” bappened to bnat a

wblic dinner, snd returning thanks for his health
Lcmg drunk, made some clever observations upon art.
A gentleman hicarog him, not koowing him, asked 2
ncﬁ:hbour who the speaker was, and inquired if ho
were 8 Royal Acadewict Sol n, who had sat
down in the interhin, overhicard the question, and said,
justantly, ¢ Academician?—-no, sir. Soloman i all its
glory was not arrayed Jike one of these.”

Maxyof our* sl::ﬁ" sayings have a classteal deriva-
tion. When onc s bis comrade 8 “ brick,” be fs

* fho_chief uso of

only pa "“i.“ com]l)liment uttered o thousand years
ago:=An Eastern Prince, on bcin{; asked, *“ Whero
aru the fortitications of your city " replied, ;;notntiug
to his soldicrs, ¢“ every suan you §co is o brick.”

MaN A Verp.— A parochinl teacher, who delights in
calling forth the thinking powers of his pupils, asked
a member of one ot hiy younger clagses to give him an
example of a verbo~*an,” rephed the boy, quite
readily —+ How ro, my child?”? inquired his master.~—
* Beeawse,' added th bittlo phillosopher, **a verb ex-
presses being, doing, syflering; and if that be true,
man ia the greatest verb 1 Know, for he unites the
whole theee.” |

Tur Losr Toxaur. —Not far from Quebee thero lHves
a man whose xpottso one day got in o pet, and refused
to speak tur cight or ten days. Well, the husbaud,
pour fillow, aithough her silenco sometimes used to bo
most devoutly wished for, wished to hear agnm the
clapper of thatlittle bell, that sometimes mado his cars
tingle, she wasinexorable. At last he hit upon an ex.
pedsent that brought hier to to hier speech again.  Sho
was very ucat and tidy about lier furniture and ap-
parcl. {lo stepped into avother room, opened a bu-
reau, and commenced throwing tho contents on the
tlvor. She came in when he lmh nearly completed his
work of tumbling out silks, laces, handkerchicess, &c.,
and without thinking screamed out "nurci'! what in
the world urce you duing!”— Nothing,” le replied,
quite coully; ‘*only looking for my wife's tongue,
which I have found ia tho buttown of these draw ers,”

A RUSBAND complained of his wifo before a magis-
trate for assault and battery, and itappeared ju ¢vi-
dence that he had pushied the door agatnst her, and
sho in turny had pushed it agaiust him, whereupon the
counsel toy the defendant sand that ho could see no fn.
propricty in a husband and wite a-dering each other,

A Weoping Vierr.—Thocelebrated and witty Lord
Lyttlcton, and several other English gentlemen, went
1t a boat to sco tho cercmmody of tho Logoe of Vanice
wedding the Adnatic.  They had on board with them
a laquazs-de-place, a talkativo fellow, making a plnﬁu(
noise, explaining everything that was going on™  ‘Ihfs
unfortuuato ciceronc was standirg up in the barge
and Jeasing over it, at tho mmoment tho Doﬁc droppe:
the ring juto the gea. ‘Tho loquacious lackey bawled
out with i} Lis xmfht aud strength, «* Now, my ford—
luok! luok! thae Doge has married thoseat'® * llas
he?” replied Lord Lyttleton; ** then go you, you noisy
dog, and pay thebrade a visit,” and, giving him a push,
into the sen went the poor prating valet Lo was
taken up anmediately, without having received any
illj‘l(llry beyond a duching, tor which e was well r¢-
paid,

It has been decided, Jately, that a boy found on o
mnan's door-step may nut necessarily be lus step-con,

A Lawyenr’s HORSE.—A well known lawyer had a
horse that always stopped and refused to crosstho mil-
dam bridge leading out of the city. No whipping, no
urging, would carry lnm over without stopping. 5o
Lo advertized him, To be sold for no othcr reason
than that the owner wants to go out of town."”

“1 Ax solaroe from tho railroad crash of last week 1
can hardly staud, said Smith. ¢ Well, then, 1 hope
you intend to suo for damages.” said his friend,
“ Damages!”’ ho repeated. ¢ No, no; I have had dam.
ages enough; if 1 suc fur anything it will bo for re-
pairs.”

Iucit Heeps.~ Time fa money' is a sago saying,
‘Thy me may be money, but the mint producesit. Shak.
spere tells’us of « a bank wbercon tho wild thyme
grows.”” A sweet time a man would have in trying to
#et money out of that bauk! Bah! Timoe isa very
good thing to beallowed whea u bill falls due; but,
after all, we would rather have a mint of money, and
we shoutd then be sure of having a good time.

STRIPES WITHOUT STARS.~An enthusiastic Yankee
urclun, who it 2 fit of absence of mind, gave three
cheers fur the stripes and stars daring school hours,
awohe to a conscivusness ot his mistake on receiving
tho stsipes without the stars,

« Joxk, my dear, said o foud wife to her husband,
who followed the pscatory ?mfc&\‘ion on the banks ot
Newfoundland, <do tix up alittle, you look £o tlovenly,
Oh, what an awful memory it would be for me, if you
should get drowned Jooking go0!"”

Dr. VoaT, a German philocopher, in hisbook on the
spectes of mankind, hitts out at his critics with the fol-
lowing dogged witticism:--A curivas bnrkingfuriousl}'
ut a cowheeper with 2 milk-can. ** Thou barkest
says the mukman.  * Thou always barkest! Thou
Larkest all the dogs! Thou barkest at me, and bark-
cst till thou hast done barking, and canst bark no
niore !’ *“ Let critics Lark tall they can bark no more,”
are the last words of Dr. Vogt.

A Nu6Ro had 2 severe attack of rheumatism, which
finally settled in his foot. e bathed it and rubbed it,
but {0 no purposc. kinally, tearing the bandagoe off,
ho stuck it out with a savage grin, and shaking lis fist
at it, exclaimed, ** Acho away, dear old feller, I shan’t
do notlung more for yer. dis culd,* said he, tapping
his breast, * can stand it as long as you can, sv ache
away.”

by, prT xor THIRSTY.—Curran, conversing with
Sir Thomas Turton, happened to remark that ho could
never speak in public for a quarter of an hour withoat
moj<tening his lips; to which &ir Thomasrephicd that,
in that respect, e had the advautagoe of him.—1
spoke,” said hie, ** the other nightin tho Houso of Com-
mnns, for tive hours, on the Nabub of Uudo, and noever
felt in tho least thirsty.''— It is very remarkabdie in-
deed,” rejoined Curran, * for every ono sgrees that it
was the dricst speech of the sessfon.”?

A PARISIAN lately hired a house at Argeateuil, in
order to mako it a wing shop during thoannual séte.
ilour after hour passed, sud cot a costomer, ** Very
ddd,” observed Mercator=if, fndeed, bo can bo Mer
cator who do¢s nobusiness, "Vcrystmnﬁc '* observed
madawe. ** Wby, papa,’” says son and cfr; 1every-

-

body looks in, but fnobody comes in.” It tmrmed out
that the unfortunato rpeculator hind hired an old * bu
reay,” outeide of which was pajnted in oflicial char
acters, “‘The publio is expressly forbidden to enter this
houso.”

Corxcir Lor Contx and Serfeant Pleag, who had
DLeen orposcd to cach other in 1 case of considerable
futerest, left the court arm-in-arm to take a beefotoak
together at the ¢ Gndiron.” * You mado ot your
cago well, brother,”” said Codex; “ and it was po'eas
mattoer.” My dear sir,’” rephed Serjeant Pleas, "i’
ant never in better feathier than when 1 hiave to provo
that black i3 white < Well” rald Codex, 1 witt
give you a hnotty case for your ingenuity. Provo to
mo that that vile blackleg, Thomag, who swindled you
out of a hundred gnum s the last Decliy-day, is the
best man in Mer Majesty’s donunions?™ That fs
carily done,’’ said Scrjeant Pleas; * for howover good
any other man may bie, no ane will deny that a biack-
leg i3 suro to be u fettor (better). .

Mr. JASPER Matx, who lived i the rejgn of James
T of England, was celebrated a a scholar and a wit
Ho displayed through Wfe o strong propensity for
practical jokos. Betore he dicd he to]d hfs servant,
who was sudly addicted to intemperancee, that he had
left him fometlung that wounld make him drink. Tho
servant concluded that somethinyg handsomo had been
lett to him; but, after his master's death, his disap-
pamntment was great in finding that bis legacy con.
sisted of nothing but a red herring,

Tue once popular play of ** Paul Pry” wassuggested
to T'oole, tho dramatist, by the following circum.
stances, whicly ho has himsclf reiated — An idlo old
lady, hving in'a narrow street, had Fasscd §0 much of
her timo in watching the affairs of her neighbours,
thiat she ot length acl&\\lircd the power of distinguishe
ingthosound of every knocker within hearing, 1t hap-
pened thatsho fell i, and was for several davs cone
fined to lier bed. Unable to observo in person what
was going on without, she stationed hor maid at the
window, as a substitute, fur tho performanco of that
daty. But Betty goon grew weary of that occupation;
she became careless in her reports, impatient and
tetchy when reprimanded for hernegligence. ‘¢ Betty,
what are you thinking about? Don't you hiear a doublo
knook at No, 9? Whois it?”’—* Thetirst tloor lodger,
ma’am *— Betty, Betty, I declaro 1 must givo you
warning. Why don’t you tell me what that knock is
at No. §3?'— Why, lor, it's only the baker with pics.*
--Pies' Botty? What can they waat with pies at
51? They had pies yesterday.””

WANTED T0 RN¥ow.—~Ilow ranch the waist of time
measures round.

If the man who had his faith shaken, axperienced
any disagreeablo sensations.

If tho eye of the law squints,

The rate at which a fast young man goes.

Ifthe Ancicnt lyre is a truthful collection 0 music.
1f the maun who paid attention got a receipt,

If the light of lore is as brilliant as coal oil,

TNE CATASTROPIIE,

«“ Poor follow! So young too! Well soonor or later

We all bid farowcl! to the pleasures of life,

'Tis but jlllsb-—’—"—" What! hias anything happencd to
Slater?

Is hie dying?”’—*- No! no! but lie’s taken 2 wife.”

Tug man who *carries everything before him.’'—
The waiter,

To prevent a man from cufting his throat from car
to car.—Cut ofl' hus cars. 5

FrLo DE Sx -~Verdict on an old beau's hlack mous-
tache.—Dyed by hisown hand. -

EL1ARLYE ~Female correspondents in Europo aro
thought more reliable, as they never suss the mails,
and are never Lght except when laced.

111 EacLe.—Supposing tho ornithological emblem
of thie United States was 1ake 1 sick, why would it bo
contrary to luw?—Decause it would Le ot cagle (il-
legal.

A TruTti FoR TEA-DRINKERR.~Commercial intellis
gence from Shanghai tately aunonnced—+U'ea tend-
mg downard.”'—Do i,ou call that news? Wby, of
course, whenever anybody driuks tea he expencnces
its downward tendency.

A CnmicREN DirT — Among the patients whom Dr.
S had at ono time, was one to whom ho had rccom-
mended & dict of chicken. While he was stil! under
the doctor's care, it chauced that he, with Dr. S, and
2 number of otlicr fricuds, was invited to a divner
party given b{ amutual acquaintance. Tho principal
dizh was fowls, and as tho patient sat on tho right of
tho host, the }xlaucr was passed to him first. Theman
helped himsclf very frecly—more g0 than politeness
allowed—not onlr to the annoyance of the host, but of
Dr. S. also, who happencd to it at the farthier end of
the table, and who began to think s chance wasslim.
Gazing for a t at tho tents of tho patient’s

late, the blunt doctor asked, in o tone of halt-rebuke,
Ral!‘-ridiculc. “Hello, Jones, what arc you dofng?"’—
* Why, doctor, you told mc I must cat chicken,” tho
paticit replied —-* Yee, I kuow I did; but 1 didu’t tell
you tomako a hen-coop of yourself,” retorted the man
of physic, amid the roars of the entire table.

TARE ADMIRAL'S I'ERMI1SS10%.~Tho Jate Admiral Sir
¥saac Coflin had given strict orders that no naval
ollicer should appear out of uniform in the port whero
hie commanded.  One day ho met & captain in mufti,
being himsolf, too, in the samo condition. ¢ How §s
this, sir? How daro you, after my cxpress_orders,’’
&e. 1 will answer your question, “Sir Taaae, by
begang to he told how 3t s you sctmo tho example,®
” ﬁﬁ! was the fnstantancous reply, *“I have tho
Admiral’s permission, sir ** Thoe story gocs, that the

cccant ofiicer recedved, instead of an order to considey
Blmsclfundcr arrcst, an iovitation to dinner,
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