16

appointments, fton preaddung thaleun
Sindays te the quarter, “The guestion,
cotbnon.  Yes bevond  expression, The
sphiere is one ghrantic branch of intellizi.
Loy lm"hc (.hl‘l\lm"l life, conseerated
W the -service of the Chiist,  Into thes
tichl euch year are  pouring  the most
healthy and eanacous minds of il its
splendid institutions,_and especiaily from
that e¢f~the Xabbath-school,
¢ practicaliy has beeeme the traimmes
m-\dum\' w hcre all these bright dives, o
til of promise to the- Chure, find r.eh
~rmm!n> rfor such serviee,  IFuther, its
utility is inexplicably bevond measure,
0 -fie us 1¢ 1emees (o the cultivinion and
perfect developnent of the ecapucaties of
cach devotee. Ask the Methodists of
Ingland the reasenr of its guarded and
intense interest Javished upen: the head
of this departiment, No! the answer s
too decisive and distinet, as seen in éts
comiivn united  conseint, :.c.mur from
the untiring and liberal provision made
in ite interest,  Surely there must be a
supee? o the pundorous inlluence
erowding more and wore clusely 2rownd
the life of this common lay instrumen-
tadity. From its zarnered rccopx'ldo e
called, sdmost without exception, ali the
brizhtest office beasers from -the minice
try in charge to the lowwest oflice recog-
nized, alse dn it is found much which
tits to check the lenkaze which other
churelies suffer.  Amonxz the youthfu!
aspiving mimd, when§t has been nnable
to become exelusively satisfied m 10ach-
inze what has hx\\n; ru!mﬂ as the high
water level of 1etigious wors in sueh
chirehes, et Jast, but not ieast, the
powerfn! uu:m':mil_\' of appreciation on
the part  of the andiercos  which §s
everywhere  shown, and which receive
its ministrations,  No wonder at aY is
it for one to be seized with 2 ehil® or
mrprm- at the uncommon and isolated
instanee of auch a x’(p:‘q'\\'nl.ll’\v sOrvice
s are to be met with dn the domain of
B ¢ Methodisin, 1 am not exaetly pre-
e - to say that B. C. Methodism can
wiilive, at present at least, an inereased
iy sorviee, nor-that it may not be able

o rewder Some piztasibie reasons wiy
the semviee is s ncomnion, But T am
of the strone opinion  that one meat

Lecd s o Godiy emaseerated lay serviee,

Of course 1 know that lay serviee is
in a noninal sense recognized by B, C.
Mothodist, bt becaiise that we  ape
\h-xlm«lm. butr akes, what :hwunmnto
practice we zet.  What inference is de-
diteed rrom the fact of this noble quess
tion as we find §t associated-with Eng-
land's  Methodism, T take 3t to mean
that a practieal x\wu;mlmn by the
Church-that the layman is elizible to-the
call of God to:preach the Gospel, and:as
asserted dts rizht -lccordur-:y with re-
ference to the true missions, I wonld
ke very muech to hear sonie one in our
domain- of Mothodism- take this very im.
port hint up, as I-fee: rully pensttaded
that the utility of the matter. as it
concerns e all, is worthy of a word in
view of its-present obscurity.

Yours truly,

A hmble servant of

THE CHRIST & OF SHENTON.

————

Girenme{anees are bheyond the control
of man. It his conduct is in his-own
power.~DBenjamin Disracli,

Probably he whonever made a mistake
never made-anything.~Samuel-Smiles,
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. COWICGHAN

Rev, Howud, Pastor,

Wehaveto thank-God for the great bless-
thes which are sttending our work on
thiz  circuit—everything s in a brigat
and prosperous state,

During onr revivad services the Lovd
sraciously biessed us by the pouring ot
of “His spirit upon the people—souis were
suved, believers were guickened, Llllllllb‘
sl wits Kindied, and fove was inspired.
A gloriows work was started, the fiats
of which have- .1hc.nb -begun to-appesr,

At Duneins z2reat improseients Lo
been made m our church; 4t has been
enfarged and beauntitied  inside; a high
toner has heen baiit ou to the tront, and

. karge bell phaweed in ¢ a fine fence Is

being put arvound, and when it s al:
painfed we sha’ll have as beautiful 2
Ittde chareh as there 1 in the distijer.
But, better still, the interest of {he peo-
pleas growing, and our congregiutions are

accordingly  beeoming larger.  Qur cot-
tage prayer mectings are seasons of re-

fieshing, and whereas in former times
we could only muster three or four, we
now hiave a wvodly numrber,

At Mitt Bay our people have not been
ilie, the Sunday school is-of a bright
order, and.the young people manicest a
fively interest.  Une of our young men
has lately staried on the Christian road,
and we believe he is determined to lay
aaide every weight, and run with pa-
tiewee, A large driving shed -has been
ereeted by the widing hands of onr wem-
hers and friends, and we are anticipat-
me further anprovements,  Our prayer
meetings are always well attended,

muany of the peop’e walking two and
theee, some of them even four, miles

sver mddy roads, and throngh the bush
~think of it oh ye dwellers in towns

and eities,
At our February  quarterly  mecling
the _upesinteadent was  avthorized  to

ope Gp anether appoeintment, and also
to orzanize 1 Sunday-school; our finances
are well up and connexionnd colleetions
alead of last year, We thank God and
tahe courage,

A wnmdimons invitation
to Rev. Howard Oshorne
it sceond year,

Our cantribution to the
Fund aiready amounts to
are still at work,

wis extended
to remain for

20th Century
$661, and we
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SURANCE IN FORCE,
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1 Government Street.
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Wim. Johnston,

LEORL

FINE SHOES

Columbia Street,
NEW WESTMINSTER, B. C.

fN,et.« Westminster, =
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SAANICH MISSION.

Rev, J1 W, Winslow, Pastor,

The peop.e of our South Saaumch ap-
pointmenteheld o very succeessfui wncmt
and social in the Tcmpc rance  MHald
shurt time since, withe a view toiraisin‘
money  for -the purpose ol erceting =
kitchen at the baek of the ehureh. The
able assistance of the Rev. Mr, Burra-
clough, Mr. J. G, Brewn  and others
from Victoria was very mucle appreciats
ed.

We have recently been privileged -with
a very appreviable visit over this field-by
P’rincipal  Sipprell, of C. M. College,
avho preached  most acceptably to our
soveral congregations on the 28th ult,
and alco delivered his excellient and jn-
teresting  lectine,  “The Worth of 2
Man” to a delighted congregation =t
the following cvening.

North Saanich on
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