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124 Samuel the Upright Judge

Lesson XII.

SAMUEL THE UPRIGHT JUDGE

December 22, 1907

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Hophni and Phinehas, Eli’s sons, were slain in battle with the Philistines,
the ark was captured, and the shock of the news caused Eli’s death, ch. 4 : 10-18. The ark proved trouble-
soms to the Philistines, and was sent back to Israel, chs. 5, 6..

GOLDEN TEXT—Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him oaly.—1 Samuel 7 : 3.
Mermorize vs. 12,13. THE LESSON PASSAGE—1 Samuel 7: 1-13. Read I Samuel, chs. 5 to 7.

1 And the men of Kirjath-je’arim came, and
fetched up the ark of the Lorp, and brought it into
the house_of Abin‘adab in the hill, and sanctified
Elea’zar his son to keep the ark of the Loro, .

2 And it came to pass, ! while the ark abode in
Kir'jath-je’arim, that the time was long; for it was
twenty years: and all the house of Is’rael lamented
after the Lono.

3 _And Sam’uel spake unto all the house of Is‘rael,
saying, If ye do return unto the Lorp with all your
3 hearts, then put away the strange gods and 3 Ash’~
taroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto
the Lorp, and serve him only : and he will deliver
you out of the hand of the Phil‘istines. .

4 Then the children of Is’rael did put away 3Ba’alim
and 3 Ash’taroth, and served the Lorp only.

5 And Sam‘ucl said, Gather all Is’rael to 4 Miz’peh,
and I will pray for you unto the Lorp.

-6 And they gathered together to ¢ Miz’peh, and
drew water, and poured ¢ out before the Lorw, and
fasted on that day, and gaid there, We have sinned
against the Lorp. And Sam’uel judged the children
of Is’rael in 4 Miz’peh.

7_And when the Phil/istines heard that the children
of Is'rael were gathered together to ¢ Miz’peh, the

Revised Version—!from the day that ; 2heurt ;
7down ; ®within the border.

lords of the Phil’istines went up against Is’racl, And
wvhen the children of 1s'rael heard it, they were afraid
of the Phil‘istines,

8 And the children of Is’rael said to Sam’uel, Ceaso
not to cry unto the Lonp our God for us, that he will
save us out of the hand of the Phil‘istines.

9 And Sam‘uel took a sucking lamb, and offered ¢

for a Sburnt offering wholly unto the Loro: and
Sam‘uel cried unto the Loro for Is‘racl ; and the
LoRrp ¢ heard him, .
.10 And 23 Sam‘uel was offering up the burnt offer-
ing, the Phil‘istines drew near to battle against Is’rael:
but the Lorp thundered with & gneqt thunder on that
day upon the Phil‘istines, and discomfited them 3
and they were smitten 7 before.Is'rael. -

11 Aad tho men of Is'racl went out of ¢ Miz’peh
and pursued the Phil’istines, and smote them, unti
theivocgrhl:o ugderlBelzh'—clgr. ) B be )

2 Then Sam’uel took a stone, and set it between
¢ Miz’peh and Shen, and called the name of it Eb‘en-
e’zer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lorp helped us,

13’ So the Phil‘istines were subducd, nngeihey came
no more 3into the coast of Is'rael : and the hand of
tsho Il,ox‘m was against the Phil‘istines all the days of

am‘uel.

3the ; 4Mizpah ; 5whole burnt offering ; 9 answered ;

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I. B. R. A.)—~M.—Samuel, the upright judge, I'Sam. 7:1-13, T.—

Samuel's integrity, 1 Sam. 12: 1-5. W.—Intercession of Moses, Num. 14 : 11-21.

Th.—Godly sorrow, 2 Cor.

7: 1-11, F.—Heart repentance, Joel 2: 12-19. S.—Returning, Luke 15: 11-24. .8,—* Save, Lord 1”

Psalm 20.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. TRE PreoPLE’S REPENTANCE. —1, 2.
Ien of Kirjath-jearim. See Geography lesson.
Fetched up the ark ; from Beth-shemesh, a town
on the borders of Judah and Philistia, Where the ark
The people of this

had been left by the Philistines.
place had asked to have
it removed from amongst
them. (See ch. 6:13-21.)
House of Abinadab in
the hill; some eleva-
tion near Kirjath-jearim. t
Sanctified ; set apart to
watch over theark. The
time was long ; because
during the twenty years
Israel was sorely op- .7
pressed by the Pbilistines.
Lamented atter the
Lord; as a child follows a
father justly angry, seek-
ing reconciliation with
teats of sorrow. Israel
was weary of the sin that
had displeased God, and
brought so great suffering
upou themselves.

8, 4. 8amuel spake. During the twenty years,
his influence had been growing, and now he steps
forward as the leader of the people. He appeals to
them to forsake sin, and in particular the vile worship
of Ashtaroth and Baalim, which were female and
male deities respectively, worshiped by the Canaan-

ites. Both names as given here are plural, the one
of Ashtorcth and the other of Baal. The people
yielded to Samuel’s appeal, and put away these gods
and goddesses. .

II. SAMUEL'S PRAYER.—5-9. All Israel to
Mizpeh. See Geography
Lesson. I will pray for
you. Samuel was a man
of prayer, chs. 8:6; 12:
19,23 ; Jer. 15: 1. Drew
water, and poured it
out; a picture of the
outpouring of their hearts
in penitent confession.
.Fasted; to express their
sorrow. We have sin-
ned ; an honest confes-
sion, such as never fails to
secure forgiveness, 1 John
1:9. Samuel judged.
Heo was not recognized as
Israel’s ruler. The Philis-
tines, suspecting that this
gathering meant revolt
against their authority,
prepared to attack the
Israclites. These implored Samuel to continue to
pray for them, which he did, offering at the same
time & burmnt ofering to represent Isragl’s full
surrender to God.

III. IsrAEL’S VICTORY.—10-18. The Lord
thundered, Thunder is the voice of God, Ps. 29 :



