. He shews that, mo 1oy

8 iz 'ngthe ideal of a religioys

" life which he would most richly bless.” He

. sanctions tooall innocent: pleasure, and gives

. the approval of his presence to festive occasions
~.of a proper kind. .

-k 1 .

. II. Jesus ORsERVING OUR WaNTS; 3.
When they wanted wine—R. V. ‘‘when
the wine failed.” Evidently the family had

- no wine cellar. They werg/ not accustomed
to the lavish use of wine,” and had made a
miscalculation when laying.in a supply for the
obcasion. They would feel mortified to think
that the guests might say that they werestingy.

- . Mary’s words * they are short of wine,” con.
vey a tacit request that Jesus would do some-
thing to relieve their embarrassment. 4.
Woman—not a disrespectful term. He uses

it when on the cross (ch. r9: 26, 27). Still
it intimated that in this matter her rights as a
_ mother had no place. What have l to do
. with thee ?—lit. **What is there to thee
and me.” ¢ There is nothing in our -relations

as Son and mother which gives you a right to
make suggestions in regard to the exercise of
my miraculous powers as Messiah.” He has
now n his ministry and asserts his right
to absqlute freedom from human control. No
doubt the tone and manner in which the words
were spoken took away the harshness that
they scem to wear. Compare 2 Sam. 16: 10;
19: 22. Mine hour—* When the proper
time comes I shall act.” B. Mary is pot

¢ hurt at his answer,. but understands it &s a

~wpromise.  She is willing to bide his time, and |
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Il Jesus SuppLyiNG OUR NEED[ | 6,
Waterpots—Stone jars used for holding’
water, They were- set where the would be” =
convenient for the ceremonial washings of Yhe *
company. Cofnpare Matt. 15: 2; Luke 11
38; Mark 7: 3; John 3: 25, Firkin—Ahbut
hine gallons. ~ The six pitchers together would
hold between 108 and 162 gallons. This was:
a very large quantity of wine. God's Slessings
never come in stinted measure. ine was
thg ordinary beverage of the country. Whethei
this was intoxicating or not will always bea
matter of discussion, % The duty of Christians
to abstain from alcoholic drinks in our day is
not affected by the decision of the point.
Granting that it was intoxicating, it does not
follow that Jesus would approve of the use of”
wine now when so much harm is done by it.
8. The governor—lit. “the tablemaster.”
He was the chief of the servants, and it belong- -
ed Lo his office to taste the meats and drinks
before they were placed on the table. 8. °
His testimony was impartial. 10, Have
well drunk—R. V. ‘““have drunk freely.” -
The statement does not imply that any one
theg present was the worse of wine. Wemay
be quite sure thaf Jesus would not -have sanc- =
tioned by his presence any such abuse of his -
gift. 1. This was Christ’s first_miracle. It -

roved that he was indeed the Son of God,
the faith of his disciples was confirmed.
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1.—On what occasion and where was the first miracle of Christ performed ? 13)

2.—What did he reply to Mary when she told him that the supply of wine had rus short? {4)

. 3.——'\\’}1&( did he tell the servants to do?  (4)

4—How much wine did he make? (5)

§.—What did the ¢ governor of the feast ™ say about its quality?  (3)

6.~How did this miracle manifest the glory .of Jesus? (6)

~
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