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CA rPETS ANO CunrAt s.

7 <. ?: IEN it i considercd that at one time very

- few cheap tapestries were sold i Canada,
and thait last year over a million and a hait
yards were sold, it nust he admitted iliat
S some change lias taken place. And wlien
it is considered that these cheap tapesîries
will not wear well because their stock is of
the poorest class, and because their appear-
ance is niostly due to the stareli and glue
in them, it causes wonder thai the con-
sumiers of Canada would buy the traslh in.
stead o doiestic well-made unions.

There was a time wienî this was not so. iut tle change is
(ue cotsiderabiy to donestic niakers of unions thenselves.
They allowed the standard of quality of their carpets to deteri-
orae unîtil the buying public becamie disgusted witl thei and
refused to buy them. They lien changed tlcir buying unto
cheap tapestries, and now large quantities of these are sold every
year at prices for whicli good unions can be secured. 'hie do-
mnestic unions niade to.day in Canada are much superior to the
luions made in other countries, and the reasons for this were
pointed out in the last issue of Tu lRv Goon>s REviw ; and
that these domestic carpets are ruch superior in point of appear-
ance, durability and price than the cheap talstries which have
taken their place. Doniestic nanufacturers are selling carpets
to-day of tie sanie quality of stock as foreign carpets, weighing
2 ounces per yard more, ait 9 cents per yard less than the
imîported carpets can be laid down at. This shows that if the
domestic nianufacturers were given hiaif a chance, they could
give Canadian consumers better value by twenty.five per cent.
than they are now receiving. Domestic unions can also be corm-
pared favorably with chelap tapestries. At prices ranging froni 33
Io 50 cents (wholesale) enornious quantities of tapestry are im-
ported. Now at these prices unions cani be bouglht wlicl are
superior in quality, and which arc at the sanie lime onte-third
vider. It niay bc asked, if this be so why are these unions not
displacing chelap tapestries at a faster rate? The reason is thiat
the consuming public do not know îthis, and it nay be added
that a great niany of those men who handle carpets for a profit
do not know it. Morcover people have got into the habit of
buying these cheap tapestries, and the class of people who buy
tlem do not change tleir habits very quickly or easily. Telie
huyiig publie is intensely conservative, and follows well beaten
palls.

What is the renedy? Wlenî low priced shoddy woollens
were heing ruslhed into this country and were displacing sound
domestic tweeds, in nuch lhie sane way as bad noney drives out
good, what was the reniedy adopted ? 'Tlie remedy was the put-
ing on of a specific duty of roc. per yard and 2o per cent., and
the shoddy woollens were imported no longer. This shold !ec
the reniedy ins this case, if no better cati be found. It seems a
drastic reniedy to propose, but yet the only onte available to
nect the circumstances of the case. Telic carpet manufacturers
assert that this is the only way to lrevent the buying public of
this country froi being persuaded that chieapl goods are the best
goods. They have asked for an adjuîstment of the tariff, and
considering the above circumstances it would seeni that thîey are
tint naking an unreasonable deniand, but one which would be
for the benefit of the constituer gentrally. 'lie retail carpet

dealers could not be injured] becautse their trade would simiply ie
traisferred to another line of goods Moreover, as the output
of the domestie mills inîcreased the prices of carpets would tend
to rail. Increase the product and prices are bound to fral. Il
cannot le said ,at prices are ton high now, becatise etnormîtous
quantities of domestic carpets are sold every year. Neither cati
it be said thait if the mantmfacturers were in) a position to increase
their output, thiat prices would tend to rise. Ail manufacturing
history, econotic principles, antd comiton sense point out tait
with ai increase in product comes a decrea.se ini price. If the
duties were arranged as the mîîanîufacturers and others suggest,
only good could resuit.

t thtI:c-roR v.
A work of considerable importance to the carpet, tiuhilstery,

furniture and kindred industries is Kindrick's Directory of the
Carpet atnd U pholstery Trades far 1893, just (uit. This book
has been carefully comspiled ini the odice of lthe " Anerican
Carpet an( Upholstery Trade," and contains conveiiently clas-
silied lists of the carpet and tplolstery joblbers and retailers (t
hie United States and Canada, about 8,ooo nanes in all.

l'he tables of carpet and uipholstery manufacturers are also
of special value, disclosing at a glance the strength of the two
industries in the several states and towns. 'lhle number of loois
eigaged oni tapestry, brussels, wilton, velvet and ingrain carpets
is given in detail and in toais, and supplies information iucih
in deiand and diflicult to obtain. This directory is the re-
cogniïed authority an the suljects treated of. 'l'he typography,
binding and paper is in every way creditable, and the price ($i
per copy) almost nominal, ti labor expeniied, considered. 'ie
Trades publishinîg Company, oot Chestut Si., Philadelphia,
P'a.

URITISn EXI'ORTs.

'Tie exports of Btritish carpeting to the Unit-d States during
the two months ending February 28 last, atiottitei to 163,500
yards, valued at £t ,049. In the sanie period of the pîreced-
ing year the exports atmiounited to 243,800 yards, vaited at
L'9,9' 3.

JOHN MAcnONM.t & CO.

John alMacdonald & Co. have an excellent stock of every kind
of cariet at present, as they arc always prepared at this season
of the year to execute any and all sorting orders presented.
Their stock of tapestries consist of ten different qualities, witl a
range of piateris in caci quality. In lirussels they carry an
extensive range, vith numcrous patterns ins caci grade. Their
stock of hemps is large, and the variety presetîed is sublicient to
mîeet aIl possible requirenients frot the retail trade. L.iioleuns

andt oilcloths are carried in all widths and qualities and in good
range. Despite the advance ins cottons, they are showing behter
value in curtains than at any previous tinie. Their curtaii de-
partnient lias beci a large success this season, and they arc still
showinîg by meîcans of repeats tie fuil line of fast selling patterns
shown earlier in the season. They are offeuing nutiierous drives
ait ail the popular low prices ; in better qualities they are showing
excellent value. Irish Pointe and Swiss curtains are shown in
full exhilit.

News ias becn reccived of the death in I.ondon, England,
of Mr. F. W. Kay, a former promient cihten of Montreal. Ir.
Kay was borni ii that city. le was hie son of Mr. Thomas
Kay, and a miiemiber of the dry goods (irni of Lewis, Kay & Co.


