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THE **OLD CATHULIC' MUVEMENT IN
GERMANY.

¢ Tho Old Catholic mrvement in Germany has at
longth begun to snake the Vatican unvasy,” writes
a Roman correspondent of tho Vienna Presse.  As
I learn from a well-mformed quarter, tho ‘¢ Curia”
is but indifferently satisfied with the excessive zeal
of the German and French bishops, for it looks on
the demunstr: ,iuns they have initiated as prema-
turo. Tho Archbishop of Mayence was summoned to
Romo for no other purpose than to furnish confi-
dential and precise information, and to receive suit-
ablo instructions regarding the demeanor hois to
observe under present civcumstances. The sum-
mons of Archbishop Ketteler to Rome, which is a
new proof of the freedom secured to the Popo in the
independent exercise of his spiritual functions, but
which had probably more to do with politics than

religion, has created an impression in liberal circles
that the famous phrase of & justly celebrated states-
man, ‘“A freo Church in a free State,” however well
it may sound, is at best only an impossiblo platitude,
so long as the Catholic Church retains its present
decidedly antagonistic attitude to the modern civil
state. How long Italy can suffer the organs of the
Roman Curia to wurk zealously for the restoration
of the ““indispensably nevessary ™ tomporal puwer
of the Pupe—that is, for the destruction of the pre-
sont governmont—I must leave to the admirers of
the above quoted maxim to determime.

On the other hand we take the following from the
correspondence of the Guardian :—

Roman Catiwlic Bishops are almost more helpless
than their clorgy in wwntunding against the clabor
ate system of the Ruman Curia.  Dr. Dollinger
illustrated this by a notable example. Dr. Hefele,
Bishop of Rottenburg, ie the most learned of the
German Bishops, and his repudiation of the Vatican
decrees would have been very damaging. He was
one of the minority in the Vatican Council, and
held out sgamnst 1ts decrces for somo time after his
return to his Diocese. But the Curia put its ma-
chinery in motion, and the end was that Dr. Hefele
submitted. His submission, indeed, is of a rather
equivocal character. He did not sign the joint

astoral of the other German Bishops, but he pub-
ished a pastoral of his own, in which he declared
that the dogma of Papal Infallibility was binding
on tho faithful. Insaying this, however, ho put vun
the dogma an interpretation which is oppusud alike
to its history and to its grammatical construction.
Still his Pastoral enabled the authoritics at Rome
to count him as an Infallibilist, and that was all
thoy required. Let a man make a show of extornal
submission, and Rome will not pry too curiously
into his interior assent. Let him only say that he
will accept the Vatican decrees, and he may forth-
with explain them all away. But if he rofuse to
mako this outward show of submission, the Roman
system possesses means of coercion which are almost
irresistiblo, and this Dr. Hefele found out to his
cost. Your ruaders are probably aware that Roman
Catholic Bishoups receive frow ilumo faculties, sc-
newablo every five years, which enable them, inter
alia, to give dispensations for marriage to persons
within the third and fourth degrees (dispensations
for tho first and second degrecs the Pope reserves
absolutely for himself,) Dr. Hefele’s quinquennial
facultios had expired soon afler his return from the
Vatican Council, and on his applying to Rome to
have them renewed, he was told that it could not be
until he gave in his adhesion to the Vatican decrecs.
He held out for a time, and tho result was that
within two months nineteen couples were rofused
marriage in his Dioceso because they were within
tho forbidden degrees, and tho Bishop had no pow-
er to dispenso them.

But why, it may be asked, should not the Bishop
have taken tho bull by the horns, and ordered lus
clergy to morry without the usual dispensation ?
Because some of his clergy would probably refuse to
obey ; and even if thoy did not, the laity would
have some scruples in recognizing a marriago cole-
brated within the forbidden degrees, but without a
dispensation. In public estimation, porsons so mar-
ried would be in a wourse pusitivn than a marriage
with a deceased wife’s sister is in England. The
Roman systom was not buiit in a day. It is the
growth of centuries, and has so intertwined itself

{ pleasant regardless of the price pai

with tho social and religious life of Roman Catholics
that & few men, however able and resolute, are
almost powerless against it. So much is this the
case, that Dr. Dollinger told me that no Bishop

| could possibly continue resistance, if tho Curiwa 1s

resolved to uso all the means at its disposal.

THE ATHANASIAN CREED.

Tho English Churchman of the 17th of August
denvunces with soverity the proposal to oxpurgate
the Athanasian creed :—

An unploasantly suspicious statoment is made by
a contemporary to tho effoct that tho Bishops have
unarimonsly resolved ‘“to recommend that the
Athanasian Creed should be rotranslated.” Weo ask
with unaffected surpriso *“Why ¢ Who is to do
1t 1 “What is to be dono with the now version when
it is propared 17 We ask theso questions in all sin-
cerity and good faith for the sake of obtaining infor-
mation. Tho Athanasinn Creed is not the property
of some clever commontator or enterprising publish-
er in Paternoster-row : it is the common property
of the whole Catholic Church, and all attempts to
touch it should be jealously watched. Thanks to
the coldness of somoe and the timidity of others, we
are 1n dangor of secing this celebrated formulary
excluded altogether from our Prayer Boon  its
present shape. Do any time-servers supp. . 1t
would be more palatable to tho ‘‘ Liberalism™ of the
ago 1f 1t were to bo in part cmasculated ¢ Would
not orthodox people be justly offended at 1ts being
tampored with 7 Let us one and all beware of sanc-
tioning any plausible arguments for having an ex-
purgated Athanasian Creed. Tho very notion of
such a thing has an ill savor. Tho tomper of the
ago is such that dogmatic tllcolO%y is more necessary
than ever, milk and water theo %3" making things
id, is the vory last
sort of thing to be tolurated by right-minded
Anglicans in A. D. 1871.

ST, MICHAEL AND ALL-ANGELS’ DAY.

Gospol—8t. Matthow, vl 4} ¥,

¢ A Festival of St. Michael and All Angels, to
commemorate the community of service between
angels and men, has been observed since the
fifth century.” The day is usually called *“ Mich-
aclmas,” and is September 29th. We keep it to
cause us to consider and bear in mind tbat the
angels, as well as ourselves, are created beings ;
that they are concerned, in some way, in Christ's
mussion ; that they rejoice over the salvation of
men~—perhaps watch over us: ¢ For I say unto
you, that in heaven thoir angels do_always bohold
the face of My Father which is in heaven ;" that
with us

« Angels, and living saints and dead,
But one communjon mako.”

¢ Thore was war in heaven ; Michael and his
angels fought against the dragon,and the dragon
fought and his angels, and prevailed not ; neither
was their placo found any more in heaven.” St.
Michael was called the guardian of tho Jewish

{ Church. The warrant for this behef 1s the prophet

Dantel, 1n a wision : ‘Lo, Michael, one of the
chief princes, came to help me,” and said, *¢ O man
greatly beloved, fear not, peace bo unto thee ; be
strong, yea, bo strong * * * now will I roturn
to fight with tho prince of Persia; and when I am
gonoe forth, lo! the Prince of Grecia shall comno ;"
% % % < there is none that holdeth with me in
theso things but dlichael, your prince.” St. Jude,
in his epistle, after telling us almost all the little
we know concerning *“ the angels which kept not
their first estate,” says that Michael the archangel,
when contending with the devil, he disputed about
the body of Moses, durst not bring egainst him a
railing accusation, but said, the Lord rebuke thee,”
The old rabbins attribute many events to tho special
intervention of the archangel Michael, as thas he
appeaved to Hagar in the wilderness, to Balaam, to
Manoah, to Saul, to Elijah, to Gideon ; but we
Lave no warrant in Scripture for moro than ‘“ an
angel of the Lord.” Ho is regardod as tho cham-
pion of heaven against “* Satan, which deceiveth tho
whule world,” but ho was overcome forever *‘ by
the Blood of the Lamb ;” for, though #‘ tho dewal
18 como down unto you, having great wrath, be-
cause he knoweth that he hath bot a short time,”
ho cannot provail; through Christ we have re-
nounced the devil and all hig works ; through Him

L

wo fight and cunquer. But tho great archangel
Michacl has no ligher place assigned him than
thoso ‘‘ who humble thomselves as a little child "—
tho same, saith our Lord, ‘is groatest in tho
kingdom of heaven.” It may be that the suvuls for
wlhum Christ died, who suffered fur Him, may be
nearer His love in the heavenly hiorarchy, closer to
Him in the courts of heaven, than the angels who
kept their first estate. The fatted calf was killed
for tho prodigsl son! But the subject is a deop
and mysterious ono: wo know that the angels
‘¢ are all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister
to thoso who shall be heirs of salvation.” They do
servico in_heaven ; and by God’s appointment on
carth. DMay wo bo defended and succored on earth
by His archangels, and All Angels. Amen.

CONSECRATION OF A CHURCH ON THE
LOWER DANUBE.

Tho Levant Herald announces that his Iordship the
Bishop of Gibraltar consecrated tho British Protestant
church at Suling, under tho name of the Church of the
Holy Trinity, It is built in the pure Gothic stylo, and
contains ono hundred freo sittings. It is conveniently
situated on the south bank of the port, is enclosed by a
wooden railing, and tho churchyard is planted with
vanous kinds of trces, which add greatly to tha pic.
turesque appearance of the building. Tlis church wasg
orected chiofly by tho exertions of Sir Charles Hartley
and Liout.-Colonel Stokes, C.B., British Commissioner -
tho former of whom, origniating idea of having a church
at all, was instrumentalin procuring the necessary moans
for its erection, and undertook the general supervision
of it during its construction; the latter, bosides collect-
ing a considerablo sum of money, was tho neans of ob-
taining a grant of ground for its site from the Porte,
through the instrumentabity of Hor Majesty's Ambas.
sador at Constantinoplo. The church is sorved by the
Rev. Claude H. LaMothe, British chaplain on the
Lower Danubo; a district which includes tho towns of
Rustchuk, Kastendji, Czornavods, Ibraida, Galatz, and
Salina. At Salina heresides abuat three ur four mouths
in the year, and during his residence the two usual
Sunday services aroregularly hold. Dauring his absence,
Mr. Wither, whom the Bishop has authorized to conduct
the * services,” a rosident in Sulina, reads the prayers
evor{ Sunday morning, and therefore the church isopon
all the year round, provided the wintor coll be not too

intense,
“

¢ READY FOR EITHER.”

A missionary society is sa1d to have adopted a device,
found on an ancient medal, which represents a butlock
standing botween a plough and an altar, with the in.
scription, ** Ready for either—for toi or for sacrifice.”
The whole history of Chnstuiamity has proved that
its great objoct cannot bo secured without both the
toil and the sacrifico. Says the Apostle, * I fill up that
which is L:hind of tho afllictions of Christ in my flesh
for His body's sake, which is the Church.”” In the
agony of the atoning sacrifice, Jesus had no sharers.
«Of tho people there were none with Him.” DBut He
has left, unexhausted, enough of the bitter cup of His
provious toils and trials to remind His followors, amid
their great work, what salvation cost Him, A readmness
for hard work on the one hand, and for sacrifices on
the other, can alone ovince not only our attachment to
His cause, but also our love to Him. O Christtan! let
tho love of Christ constrain you to fidelity to His service.
Bring all your talents, your ucyuisitvits, youl pusses-
siuns, your energies, and, binding yourself to the horns
of the altar, there stand, ready either for work or for
sacrifico. This is the spirit which, under God, will over-
como the world. This is the counsecration at which
Heaven rojoices, and hell trembler. Whether it be
labour or suffering, doing or giving, living or dying, to
which you are summoned, bo ever able to say, ** Ready
for either."—Witness.

Br CuperrorL.—Jt was old Izask Walton who said
¢ Every musery that I miss 18 a new mercy;"” 2 saying
worthy of the profoundest philosopher. It is only too
r ue that misfortune comes to us on wings, but retires
with a limping pace; and yet one half of the world are
ready to moet calamities half-way, and indirectly to
welcomo thom. There is soarcoly an evil in life that
weo cannot double by pondering upon it; s scrateh will
thus become a serious wound, and o slight illness oven
be made to end in death by the brooding approhensions
of tho sick; whilo, on the other hand, a mind ac-
custored to look on the bright side of all things, will
rcpol the mildew and dompness of care by its genial sun-.
shine. A cheerful heart pamts the world as 1t seest,
hke a sunny landscape; the morbid mind depictsit hko
a sterilo wildernss.

A{ARRIED.—Mu85-SULLIVAN.~At 5t. Luke 8 Church, on_the
28th inst., by tho Rev. H. Scadding, D.D., nssisted by tho Rov.
J. Liangtry, Inonmbont, CnaRLES Mossg, barristor, to By,
socond daughtor of the late Alr. Justioo Sullivan.



