immediately after, marking out the distinetion
among these office-benrers by the exclamation—
“ Are all Apostles?—are all Prophets 7 &e.
In confirmution of his exposition of the pussage,
wemny refer to three very different authorities,
Chirysostom teanslates  helps,” ag persons who
huve the eare of the poor; and “governments,”
as persons appointed to conduet and adinister
gpiritunl atfuivs.  Thorndike, ns quoted by br,
Miller of Ameriea, in his dizconrse on * Religi-
ous Assemblies,” eays—*There is no dould
that the men whom the Apostle, in 1 Cor, xii.
28, culls governments, wete those I'resbyters
who preached not; for there were two parts
of the Preshyter’s oflice, viz, teaching and
governing, the one whereof some attained not,
even in the Aposties’ times,”  The opivion_of
this High Churchman accords with t’mt of e,
Duvideon, respecting the Congregationalista.
“ Every Church should be ruled by a Lody of
elders, and we are not bound to think that all

the Presbyters in the Apostles® times preached.” |

I'he conclusion of the whole, as stated by
Gillegpie, is this, “They who have the gift
and otiice of governing the Church, and are
different from those who have other gifts and
offices in the Church, eati be no otlier than the
ruling clders.”"—lJrish Tracls.

THE DIVINE AND HUMAN PLANS OF
SALVATION CONTRASTED.—Concluded.

- —_

In striking contrast with the human, stands
the divine plan of salvation. The eondition
upon which Nauwman's curcdepended was, that
he should *¢ wash seven times in the Jordan.”
No matter what a man's profescion aud station
in society may be; whatever may be his to-
rul and intellectual attuimments, and however
rigid and gevere he may be in the exercise of
his religious duties, if i is to be saved at all,
he must tauke his proper place in the dust lie-
fore God. The soul must be cleansed and
cured of its Leprosy, and this can only be effee.
ted Ly the application of the Llood of Christ,
Human wisgdom and philvsophy,—human effort
and expedient are of no avail.  But thegospel
cuse is powerfully cfficacious.  There isno case
20 desperate—no sin-leprosy o obstinate as to
resist its virtue. Ie that would desire to be
cleansed and cured must apply to the Physician,
and nust abide by bis preseriptions. Naaman
might have washed in his own native rivers,
and been refreshed: but his cure depended
upen his waching in the Jordan,

And so, there may exist in the mind afeeling
of security: one may be pressal by no serivus
convictions, and, the adoption of evine unserip.
tural dogmas may calm and pacify the con
acicuce.  One may fancy he is Increased in
goods when in reality hieis Llind, and naked,
aud in need of all things  He may hope to be
saved; but Christ himsdlf has ui(f “ not cvery
one whiclhi saith untome Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the Kingdom of leaven: but he that
docth the will of my Father which is in
licaven.”

Here then we have the line of distinction
and of opposition drawn between the human,
and the divine plan—betweea what man Lim.
8l does, and what God has enjoined hiim to
do, to be saved. *He that docth the will of
my Father, shall enter into the Ringlom of
Heaven™ This will may be comprehended in
the folluwing brief and inpressive statenents,
* Belicve in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt Le saved” “Repent and bedicve
*> Without faith it i< impossilile to pleate God.”
To the law and to theteatimony s W thesespeak
wot according to this word, thaee i< ho truth
iu them,

There may be saysteries in the word of God:
there way le some thiags which haflle haman
wisdour, and vesist the offurts of man to find
out, But evervihing conuccted with the sl
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vation of the foul i3 eo plain, that he who 4

runeeth may read,  The intellect of a childean
gragp all,  And if men pursuefalse e thiads, -
it is not beeause of any (&cfu‘l in the Bible—
not beeanse its stutanents are obscure, and .
confused, but beeanse they ape dther proud in
their own coneetts—=cither puifed up by world.
ly wisdom, or else, “the God of the worlid
hath Winded theiv eves, Jest the light of the
Gospel should shine nto thew,”

“ (o and wash geven times in the Jordan,”
was the command of Elisha, to Naawan the
Leper. What can be more pluin, and more
explicit than this?  DBut «qually plain and
eaplicit is the command * repent and Lelieve”
“What shall I do to lie saved,” was the carnest |
to inquiry of the tranbling Jailer? - Believe
onthe Lord Jesus Chirist, and thou shalt be suved”
is the striking response,

Fuith and repentance are incmmbent on
every man; not beeause either, orboth of these
two things are the procuring cuuse of sulvation,
but simply Leeause they are the conditions on
which God will save him,

The cteranl condition of the sinner rcslai
with God. “Awm 1 God,” suid the King of !
Istaed, on reading the letteron Nasman's hobialf,
1o kill nud to make alive that this man duth
come unto nie to recover a man of Leprosy 37

The cure of the leper depended notupon the
King of larnel. The water of Jordan, posses.
sed no hending vroperties. Al that the Assy.
rian Captain could do was to follow the in.
etruction of the prophet. The event of the
cure lay with the Almizhty.

And thus it i3 with the sinner.  He may
check the irregulariticeof his conduct—he nay
olterve the decencies of life—he may accus.
tom himsclf to fastivg—he may through the
intensity of his zen), inflict upon himself the
most severe penances—he may become an
ascetie, and deny himself the common neces.
garies of life—=he may keep nightly vigils, and
confine himself to contemplations and the ru-
bric,—all thege and a thousnd other things e
may do, to make an atoncnent for sin, But,the
leprosy of the seul is not to be cured by humnn
expedients, and priestly craft.  The seat of its
salady is far removed from  earthly curatives !
Xo wan, nor churel, nor winister can come
and stand, and strike his hand over the place
and recover the Jeprosy of the soul.  Nature
with her thausand beautiful and beneficent
adaptationscannot doit.  Nothiuy in the wide
universe—nathing but the application of the
1oad of Chirist ean restore the poor sin—sick
leper—-can call up the wana gush of life into
dead  souls—nothing  can restore him  to
spirituals health but the * sprinkling of the |
Lloud of thie atenement.”  If ever the sinner l
isto be saved, then it must be by this cure.
He must comne rejecting all unwarsantable and
unseriptural expedients—with no vain ideas
I of personal worthiness—with no dignified no-
tions of worldly position and influence—with
no lofty pretensions of moral attainment,——
lie must come as a suitor, as a begygar, as oneill
deserving to e cuzed.  1lle must come inthe
apirit of faith aud ey, “Lord, if thou wilt,
thou canst make me clean.”

The only hopeful condition of n sinner is
when he secks to do what God has enjoined.
1le may be,—as has just been hinted—decent
aud honouraible in bis worldly transactions—
correct i the exfernals of religion, obeerve
with fastidious niceness the moralitics of life.
He may Le decided in his religious opinions

aud ceclesiastical atlinitics, but” unless hie has
had recourse to the blood of sprnkling, and
hias appropriated in the power and spirit of
Laith the righicousness of Christ, there is no |
alterantive for him: he must die in hicsins !
There is a legal weitorionstoss which sy
have dared to constitate & ground of hope for
salvation, There is ouce stonc upon which the

" <)

unsnetificd architeet of hicown sihuation has
delighted to build, und that  tone s personal
merit,  "Thare is unother stene which wany a
professing christian butlder practieasly rejocts,
and that stone i8 Chret . thore are a thomaned
and one influencea—a thewsand and one nio-
tives, eaptivatigne enough they may te, but of a

eertain destruetive tendeney, opeeating 1 the

earpal mind, all of which cousjare to eet nside

. the eacredness and suthority of the divine

will in the most ageentinl mticle of the plan
of salvation viz the urticle of the justi-
fying righteousness of Christ, and fauh appro.
priating that sighteousness for justificiaty pem
And xo long as theve unglucnces and notives, ore

ermitted to counteruct the authority of the
divine will, in & nustter eo vitally nuportant as
this—so long, in & word, as humnn and divine
expedients, the human and the divine will
renmin at practicnl antagonisme—eo long as the
carnality of the heart, and the bhndnesa of
themind, and the stulbornnessof the wili ree
main explicitly ut variance with the pracous
overtures of Godero lung as the tighitocue ess
of the siuner, and the righteonsness of Christ
are oppoted to cnch othier, s long witi thete
be not only a negative of the fitthes of God's
plan to swve the rinner, but a full and cntire
want of that which every uominal bLelwver
professes to possess—u perfect and unlimited
reliance upon the merits of the Redeaner

God's thoughta are not our thonhts; neither
are his ways our waya,  ‘The plan of sahation
may not sccord with the principlos of lintan
witdum § it wny not meet the views of those
who would be wise above what is written—it
may nct serve the ends of a designing prieste
hood—it may not countennuce ritual solen.ni
tics, and cflicucious sucraments—it mway not
sanction moral observanees, uud bodily petfor-
manices, Lut it answers its own end—1! sares
the sinner, levels human systans in the dust,
and triumphavtly asserts the wisdom of God
its author,

1s ealvation through the Llood of Chiist not
sutlicient, that men will append to it * gf¥ca-
cions sacramenta,” good works, penanees, holy
water, holy oil, boly intages, confessions? 1l
the gospel 20 obscure, that it must needs be
illustrated by the trickeries of a designing
priesthood ¥ 18 a God reconciled in Christ
never to be personally appropriated and resl-
ized but throvgh these ghostly expedicuts? s

' thepoor heart-Iroken sinner tobe prevented from

fuliing iuto the outstretehed arms of a plading
Christ, aud in the langusyre of the leper of old
to say, *lord, if thou wilt, thou canst makeme
clean’—1ill ke comply with these blasphianous
absunditics? Never, never has any of the re-
dectied on carth, und ncver has any of the
redecined who xre now circling the throne in
zlory been saved exeept through faith in tie
Llood of Clirist.  And never shall there be
any other way, or any other name by which
men will be saved, thau the way opened up in
the gospel, and the name of Jesus, “The pro-
mise was to our fathers, is to us, and shall be
10 our posterity, ¢ whosever believeth in the
namc of Jesus shall never perish but have
everiasting life’
D. B.P.
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Qorner for the Doung.

NEW YEAR ADDRESS TO THE,
YOUNG.
rroxw Provenes 3, 17,
= }1-T ways are ways r.'ﬂ:\r.:n-u. atelefl frr athe
AT jraey,

Now, my vouny friends, just thizk a lttjeon
the-e wonds,  Whose ways, vou ask are hero
spoken of? Ther are the ways of veligion,



