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cold be conducte | with leax diffizaley and
expense than in any part of Southern A«a.

2. The obtasming ol misstonanes. It appears
esseatial to the succesd of this movement, ag a
Canadian movemont, that at least one missionary
be obtarned, kaown m tlus eouatry and n ting
Church, and possossing general conlidence.—
Prayer shoutd be offored up continuaily that the
Lord would provide a man atter s heart, an-d
ineline him to tho work.

Your Committee are of opinion that, it it be
possible, two mizsionaries should be employed
from the outzet.  lt is saggested that, sinee it
ifficult for a Colonial Church to spare even one
officient preacher or muuster, an effort might be
made 10 procure one missionary m the mother
country willing to go forth to the Lord's work,
under the direction of this Synod 3 and that the
presence of some of the ministers of this Church
in the mother country, during this  summer,
wnght be turned to advantage in making ingury,
and perhaps catrying ths suggesuon into eflect.
The Synod will bear in mind, that the Preshy-
terian Church in Fosland hasconducted i3 nter-
esting messton in Chna almost entircly by means
of latworers procured from Scotdaud. It may
please God to raise up in Seotland or Lingiand 2
hushandman who weuld, on a proper application
accept a wission from this Church, 1nd whons thss
Church would find it a pleasure and a privilege to
cmploy

3. ‘The supply of funds for their support. “The
Churchi cannot expect to niintan 1wo nussions
aries abroad and defray current expenses lor a
less s than L7530 or £1000 per annum.  Your
Committee, however, submit, that this is but a
small sum for the Synod to raise—sinco 1t is not
extravagant to expect that the congregations of
tho Church niay have their sense of daty quick-
encd, and their iaterest heightened, to such a
dewree as to double their present contributions—
when, instead of the comparatively vaguo tenn
« Foreign and Jewish Missions of the Free Church
of Scotland,” a distnct and definite object is
placed before their mindz, and brought to their
counsciences and heans.

1n rezard to the support of a Foreiun Mission,
1t is also snogested that the Syaods of Nova
Scotir and New Beanswick might be invited to
co-operato—a cu-operation which, if once entered
upon, might lead, by the blessing of God, 10 future
ecelesiastical intercourse between other Synods
and s, with mutual pleasure and benefit.

In what manner soever theso detailed sugges-
tions may present themselves to the mind of the
Synod, your Committeo do, in conclusion, re-
spectfully express the hope that no narrow hearted
apprehensions may he allowed to iader the
advancoment of an object so glorious nsthis; and
that this Church, thinking not so much of dilli-
culty as of duty to the Saviour and his truth and
the souls of inen, may go forward, devising libe-
val things, aud by hberal things she shall stand.

D. Friscr, Convener.
et oa———
REPORT OF SYNOD'S COMMITTEE ON
TIE SABBATIL

Your Conumnittee have little to repart this year.
For a vancty of reasons thero has been a tempo-
rary suspension of action on those departments of
the general question which have lutherto occupied
our special attention,

‘I'he Sabbath Labour Bill, we regret tosay, has
been postponed ull next Scssion. By anew rule,
ntroduced 1ins Session, such Bilis could only be
taken up on tho Monday mgzht, afier seven
o'cluck 3 and as there were over 200 genegal bulls
in tho hands of private members, and as many
of them took up a whole mght with a single
measure, tho progress down the hst was very
slow. When the Sabbath Bill was a2 last reaclhed,
the Prolibitory Taquor Law wasanxiously lovked
for, and 1t was cartain that if it was not brought
up that night, it mnust go over for the Scssion

b

and as there was strong hape of ns passng, and
some doubt as to tho vther, Mr. Brown yvielded
to the urgent entreaties of the Laguor Law fneads,
and gave place, by which the Sabbaly Bill was
sent back to the bottom of the kst Subsequently
1t cante up again, but asonly twenty of the Uppet
Canadian members were present nt Quebee, Mr.
Brown, after consulting with frends, resolved
not to take a division, which mght damage us
next seasion, By that time Pashament will have
removed to ‘Toronto.  And honorabie members,
released from the adverse intluences wiuch gay
aud fetter them at the headquarters of Poery m
our Province, will speak and act more Jfreely ;
and the wholo question, by postponement, wifl
stamd a better chance,  ‘Fho memonals sgreed
on at last Synod wero duly forwarded and pre-
senterdd.  “Ihere 1s reason to behieve that the thied
Subbuth in January—the time appointed by the
Synod for simultancous preaching on the sube.
ject—wnas  prenty  generally observed.  Your
Comnntteo wonld eugugest that this appointment
be continucd ; and that, for varicny’s sake, it
might bo well for brethren pesiding near one
another, to exchange on the ahove day, that the
subjeet may get the advantago of fresh forms of
illustrauon,  While, in renewing tho legizhtive
movement in ‘Toronto, advantage can be taken
af the old petitions, s1ill 1t wouldd greatly increase
the moral influence of the movement to pour in a
lood of new ones, It is therefore strictly vrged
on Presbyteries, Sesaiong, and Conggiegations to
repeat thewr memorials in cases whete they have
been already seut, and to adopt meavures for un-
mediately forwarding such nemoniats, where the
duty has, as yet, been enurely neglected.

It is carnestly and affectionateiy pregscd onthe
sessions o do what in them fies w the way of
preventing vigiting, teavelling, and other popular
forms of Sabbath desecration among members of
the Church

In the event of any offbrt heing made by any
of the railway companies, during tho year, to run
traina on the Sabbath, it is urgeatly tecommend-
ed that, in cvery competent way, a fair and
faithful protest be lified agamst such a course.

The most encouraging feature of the past year
has eea the sigaal defeat susiained by the ene-
mies of the Sabbauh,in the Brtish Paliament, in
cunacawon with the 1otion to throw open certam
places of public resort. It i3 encouraging also to
notice the marhed suceess that has attended the
efforts made 1 the parent country, and the neigh-
bouning Republic, to suppress on the Sabbath the
sale of toxicatueg hquors,  ‘The success o) ho
experunent of suppression, mads on the vae day,
witl furnsh a powerful practical argument n
favour of its being tried on all the rest,

In sprte of theso encouraging facts and feawres,
which the past year suppiics, there 13 nnt a hitle
to excite apprehension.  But if the friends of this
blessed institution bo enly faithful and true, they
will cventuatly, m the exercise of fortitude and
faith, remove mountans, put to flicht tho armics
of tho aliens, and cause their weapons—not car-
nal—to prove nughty in the pulling down of
Satan’s strongholds.

Rosert I, Berxs, Convener
——p———er———
REPORT ON THE STATEOF RELIGICN.

Tt is impossible to overstate the importanco of
the matter on winch this Comnnttec s appointed
to watch. This lies at the heart of alt our
Church movement, even of our Church life. It
avails nothing, that the Church presents ovidence
of vutward activity and extension, unless this bo
accompanied by corresponding inward vatality.

‘I'he mauer being of such moument, your Com-
mittce recommend it to the grave consideration
of the assembled administrators of ductrine and
discipline, in order that all inay examine their
own position m reference to this subject, and
humble themselves before God. 1t is an opinion
frequently expreszed, and perhaps too  well
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’rumul--d. that the timo of the Churdly Coures 3a
ceeupred oo much 1 the discussion of queagions
that are paltey in character, and lead 1o unpro-
titable digputation, and far too htde in consyita-
tion on the condition of the Lord's wark, and
the hest means of promotng the Lord's glory.
Your Committes havo brought the suluvcl' on
the Stato of Rehigion under tho consideration
of all the pastorg, by a circular and series ol
queties assued by the Conveners,  “I'he olyect in
view was to anduce overy mimster to detine to
his own mind, cettun defects and desdderatn in
the rehgionscondition of the fluck, and to whiam
fre the Synod, detuled imformation from all parts
of the wido field cultnated by this Chareh. It
1 matter of regret that, tho returns age unjer-
feet, smeo the 100 cirenlnrs ivsued have reespyed
no wote than 44 rephies  Phese, howesver, have
come from all puns of 1he country —the various
Presbytenies besng teprosented as follows -
London .o.cvciiiiiine vvvniiin cevee 7
Haunlton .. ...
Toronto

Cuobourg .. T O
Kingston . .2
Brockvilie. }

Perth oo v e
Montreal. coov ciniiieeiennne e 138
——l.

A considerable nunber of these returng are
deawn up with thought and eare, awd wuh an
evident interest wn tho great subject of which
they treat. Tho chiet points touchied upon aro
these—tbe signs of progres2 of rehigion—the
lundianee to such progress—the culuvation of
the grace and @ift of prayer—the state of fauuly
religion—and the pronuse of prety among ho
younr.  Your Comimttee bet to present i breef,
the formanion receved on 1heso pomis.

1. Tne sigas of progress. In a great many
cases, the returns fear that theto aro no very
visibie signs—no marked symptons of progress.
Thiz s a state of things which weighs heavily on
the fanbful pastor's heart, and which, when com-
mon, onght surely to awaken the anxiety of the
Chutch at large.  In the more favourable returns
on tus pomt, notice 1s taken of the enlargement
of the congregation—carnest attention to tho
preaclung of the word—and increased fiberahiy
m the promotion of rehigious objects.  Some
make mention of particular cases of convereon.
On the other hand, a considerable number state
with guef that, so far a3 known, thers aro no -
stances durmg the year of decided conversion 1o
God. The candur with winch this acknowleder-
mentas made, 13 entitled to sympathy and r;-
spect.  Your Commntte would not be undersiond
as desirous to havo anthmeucal returns of con-
verts—would not arreverently present the ge-
sults of the systems of nations of suvereign grace
as a matter of ordinary statistics, vet the fac;
being so reported, tho committee must beg 1o
suggest it as a question for Serioas scru;ny,
what 1t 19 that hinders the decided conversion
of souls—whether the fault lie in a siohd
uninteresting mode of preaching the word, in
the neglect of private and publie applicauon of
tho teuth to hunan conscicnce, or in the restraing
of prayer for the presence and power of the holy
spurit, or in all these causes combined ?

When saving blessingshave been reccnved,
they are said (with very few exceptions) to havo
attended tho urdinary mcans of grace, ofien i
connection with afl":ction sent in the providence
of God.

Attendance on public worship in tho sanctuary
is generally reported in favorablo terms. It s -
ticed, however, by ministersin some rural dusiricrs,
that cven when the Church s well filled un the
Lord's day, the congrogation consists almost en-
tirely of tho recognized Presbyterian famitics,
but a considerable proportion of the young euple
born in Canada, nominal Protestants, attend 30
Church, or all Churchies indisctiminately, and
are sadly ignorant of the first prineiples of divipe

truth. “This suggests the remark, tha a Chreh,



