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mature, when ho was not a mature
CIi'stian ? Graiited his, then we have
a fixed quantity, whichi wv can take up
aiid examine and definc, with soîîîe hiope
of arriving at dvfiniite. poitive krww-
lcdge concerninge this btate of grace.

J3ut this, is ju.st where the writers
about rnatur ity tighit shy, ani sen dis-
posedt to deal only in generalitie.i; and,
in place of facing the inatter squarely
with the evi<lt.nt intention of abidincr
any issue the le*ý.itimakte outcome of close
analv.bis, they betray the signs of con-
scionis weal<ness wvhich. are exhibiteci
when the tendlency is ritther to fall back
on the presunw(I rneaning of t.he wvord
maturity when used by writers of a
formner gen eration.

Place the word matuirity among its
truc s.ynonyîrî s, as exp)lecn.ccd, exerc ieed.,
advanced, est s bt;shedl, ?rilpe, and it at
once fuels at bomne amongst its real
relations. To our mmnd it belongs to
that class of ternis which we may at
ticies use withi rot erence to another, but
which shock our sense of inodesty when
one oithier directly or indirectly assumes
as self-descriptive. It ,-imnply becomes a
term expre:isive of growth iii Christian
grace when that growth has gonie on
through a considerable length of tinie.

EXPOSITION.

<Say not thon what is the cause that the
former days were better than these." -ECOL. Vii.
10.

It is quite possible that tha-e prirnary
nieaningy of this proverb is. secular in its
character, and is aitned especially at po-
litieal crozakers.

But it suggests a spiritual application
whichi may profitably arrest the atten-
tion for a littie.

Say not that the former days of
Method ism, of Presbyte rianisinm, 'vere
better than thesýe, because, in so doing,
you condenin yourself. That is, you
unconsciously imply that you yourself
fali short of what you think they were,
and, therefore, of what you admit to
yourself and others -you ought to be.

Aguain,,say not that. the days of the
early Church in the aposties' times were
better thant these, for this also condeinns

yon on your own testimony of living
beneatb your privileg,(es. in the Gospel-

If the fact cXi8ts3 Îll yor liStor-y, tel!
it only to yourbelf and to God, until you
yourself, by the grace of God, ineansure
up to the>e standarIswben yon wvill at
once hecoine so busy in he1pinc others
into lik-e precious expcriences that you
Nvill have no tmrme, btt alone desire, to
play the croaker.

But, again, the words sug(ge.-t thc facb
that niany, verýy xn:ny Christians look
Liaclc to the tirne of thcir conversion or
sonie particular epoch in. their Ch'Iristian
experience with special delighit, amnd de-
clare to ahl that their former days wvere
better tlian these.

This, also, is not wise, for it proclaims
the fact tha.t tht.re lias been lack of
growth, or positive backslid ini.

Th-- man of the worl(l,who lias drif ted
away froin the iîY'noccncey of childhood's
days, miay, in bis hours of semi-remorse,
sigh for, the former days am better than
these, even as rare Toin flood put the
thoughit in rhyme:

1I rernember, 1 resnember
The fir trees dark aud high;

I uf-et to thiask their siender tops
Were ultse again.gt the sky.

"It was a childish ignorance,
Btnow tis little joy,

To know V'n farther off from Heaven
Th an when I was a boy. "

But the Christian, with an Almighty
Saviour whio hns promised to do for us
exceedingly, abundant above aIl we ask
or thifnk, the cas3e oughK to bc vastly dif-
ferent, and such language oug(ht inot to
be true in bis case. -No experience of
the past oughit to shadow the pre.sent,
for the mark of truc health is "«changed

rom -lory to glory a-, by the Spirit of
the Lord." «'In wvhom, thowngh seeing
Himi not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy 1r1nspeakable, anid full of alory."
How can the joy be unspeakabic when
we can cail up the earlier days of our
discipleship as Guperior to the present
fulness of joy ?

Say not, thon, with reference to past
experienice, the former days were botter,
fur yuu at. once expose your present
spiritual poverty to ail. The rather con-
fess Lt to God, aud cry unto Rlim, tili 11e
ag(,ain entrusts you with the well of


