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manifold gift of the Holy Ghost. That
you tmay be wisely guided in all your
deliberations ; that by the Sprrit of God
you may have “a oght judgment in
all things and evermore rejoice in His
holy comfort *; that you may he bless
ed in your diaceses and in the discharge
of all your high duty: and that the
Church which looks to you as their
“ Fathers in God " may ever, under
your oversight, make increase to the
edifying of themselves in love -is the
| carty desire and prayer of your breth
ern in the fellowship and service of the
lLord, the ministers and elders of the
General Assembly.

In name and by authority,

Wi, Mar. D 1., Moderator.
Edinburgh, May 31, 1897.

In accordance with the invariable
rule of the Conference, no corporate
answer can be returned to this address.
The Archbishop, however, undertook,
with the warm approva! of the Confer-
ence, to write himself, expressing warm
appreciation of this mark of brotherly
regzard.

IS 20071 BIRTHDAY KEPT ON AL,
CONTINENTS

During the past month—on the Sth
day, and days immediately following,
we joined our brother Churchmen the
world over in services commemorating
the beginning of the Society for Pro-
moting Christian Knowledge. Linked
around the world, from east to west,
Christian men and women thanked the
Giver of All Geod Things for the bles.
sings reccived at the hands of the
society, and prayed that in the future
the blessing of (iod should abide upon
and with it

The beginning of the Society for
Promoting Christian Knowledge, like
that of many other great institutions,
was small and insignificant It had its
origin in the closing years of the 17th
century, when the condition of the
Church and the English nation was
alike unsettled. Towards the end of
that century many pious people, much
grieved at the profaneness and impiety
which had resulted as a reaction from
Puritanism, formed themselves into so
cieties for the advancement of Christi-
anity and reformation of morals. They
were members of the Church, and
their work was naturally done in con.
nection with the Church. There is

ample contemporary evidence of the
need of such efforts.  The austerity of
the Paritan movement had been fol
lowed by the laxity of the times of
Charles 1., which had only too deeply
left its mark on the morals of the time.
In 1691 an address from the English
Archbishops and Rishops led to the
issuing of a proclamation requiring all
magistrates *to execute the laws of
this realm against profaneness and im-
morality,” and declaring that by their
neglect and the ¢ connivance of the offi-
cers concerned, these dissolute enormi-
ties had universally spread them.
selves.” '

It was at such a time when religious
life was at a very low ebb, that the
S.P.C.K. was founded—a notable ven.
ture of faith—-a launcuing forth amid
surroundings and intluences which, to
the onlooker, were all unpropitious.
The names of the five men who assem-
bled on March Sth, 1648, the first, the
inaugural meeting, deserve to be re.
membered with affection and honour
by all posterity. ‘Their beginn.ng hus
resulted in the firm establishing of a
society which was destined to exercise
ar. enormous beneficent intluence all
overtheworld Thusbegan (toquotethe
late Archbishop Beuson) * the greatest
and most important society that we
have working within the great Society
of Christ. . . . Of all our societies
in I"ngland thisis the oldest and grand-
est, and its work the very largest ever
conceived.”

\Vho composed that little band of
zealous Christian men > \Vhat names
were borne by the five good Church-
men whose hearts were stirred up to
see what could be done to.check the
irreligion and wickedness they saw
around them ?

Fraxcis Lokp GuiLnrokn,

Stk Humeskey Mackworry, Baki.,

Mk. Justice Hoon,

Cotoxer. Mavsard COLCHESTER,

Rev. Dr. Tuovas Bray—
the last, perhaps, the noblest of them
all. Of these five, one was a pecr, two
were lawyers, another a soldier, the
fifth a humble parish priest, who was
the leader and inspirer of them all
Their first meeting was held, it is said,
in Hook’s chambers, Gray's inn.

‘The parish priest, who was the vir-
tual founder of the S.P.C.K., was a re-
markable man. His means were nar-
row, but he was Jlarge hearted , bis
intellect was, perhaps, not much atove

the average, but he was imbued with
the spirit of holy self-sacrifice which
‘gpave a permanent impalse 1o five at
least of the noblest works on which a
Christian can be engaged.” * He is,”
Canon Overton truly says, * a striking
instance of what a man can effect with.
out extraordinary genius, and without
special influence, and it would be diffi-
cult to point to any one who has done
more real and enduring service for the
Church.” He was the great founder
of parochial and clerical libraries, and
for two years the Commissary in Maty.
land of Bishop Compton, of London.
Dr. Bray's experience in the American
colonies proved that the Church's work
abroad in the colonies was of so urgent
a nature and of such gigantic propor.
tions that it needed all the energies of
a separate organization, and in three
years—ijo1—the S. P. C. K brought
into being the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Pans.
Tothe S.P.G. was intrusted the work
of carrying the Gospel to the colonics
and dependenciesof the British Empire.
The living agents were provided by it.
In the two or three years, however, i
which the S.P.C.K. undertook the work,
it secured “in Maryland a suflicient
maintenance for sixteen clergymen,
settled their glebes, fixed libraries, and
dispersed among the people many
thousand practical and devotional
books with good effect.” It was rapid
growth. The elder institution in 1710
enlarged its operations by undertaking
the maintenance and the extension of
the mission to the heathen established
at Tranquebar, Southern India, by
Frederick 1V. of Denmark.

The first efforts of the tounders,
however, were directed to letting in the
light of Christian knowledge o1 th:
darkened minds of the young. The
society hus been jusily named the
+* pioneer of education.” Its founders
were about two centuries in advance ot
their day, for it was not until 170 years
after the S.P.C.K. had established its
first sciool for the children of the poor,
that the State awakened to the fact that
it was its duty to see that the means of
education were provided for every one of
its children. Between 1698 and 1712 the
society was instrumental in establish.
ing no fewer than 117 schools, educat-
iny 5,000 chuldren in London and \Vest-
minster, and during the same period
500 schools had by it been established in
England and \Vales, and the good



