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mianif'old git af the I ioiv Gîîast. Titat
yois :îîay he wiseiy guiidtai in ail yotir
cdlieratins -.that lày th Slcpirit of <aod
yaui in:y have - a riglit jîîdgmîent in

ail thîings and evermîort- rejoice in) I lis
lioly coîîîîort II tiliat yaul îîîay bc blest;
ed iii yir daiaceses and in tlhe discharge
of ail1 yolir Ilighi du<iy . and <liat the
Chutrcis wilichil <>Os ta youi as <lîcir
IFathers in (;o< II may ever, tinder

youu ov'crsighît. malte increase <o the
ediîfying of tliemlseives in love - is tlic
1 earty tiesire antd prayer of your bretiî
ern iii tle feliowship and service of the
Lord, the iîînistcrs andi eiders ot the
Generai sîîbv

lI namîe and lîy atithority,

Edanhurghi, NiaY 31, 1897.

In accordancc witî tlic invariable
rise of tlic Conférence, no corparate
answcr can be returned <o titis address.
The Archbishop, howvever, undertook '
witiî <le warnî approvai of tlie Confer-
ence, to write iiself, expressing warnt
appreciation of <bis mark of brotlîerlv
regard.

i11S 200111 MIRTUDIAY KFIS' ON AI.

Dtîring tlie past nionth-on tlie mtis
day. and days îmintediately foliowing,
we joîneti aur brother Churchrnien the
world over in services coniiiieniorating
the beginning of tlie Society for P>ro.
inoting Christ ian Knowvletige. Linked
around tlie worid, front east to west,
Chtristian iiien and womcen thanked <lie
Giver of A~il Gooti Tiîings for <lie bIes.
sings rectived ai the liands of tlie
society, aîîd prayed tduit in tlic future
thic less:îîg uf (iad shouild alîide <îîon

'l'ie heginning of dlie Society for
Ilroniotig (Christian KnawkIdge, like
sial: of inany ather gteat institutions,
wassiliai anti insignificant 1< liat its
origin in tlic ciosir.g years of <lie 17 01i
centusry. when the condition oi tlie
Cliurcli and the Englishi nation was
alike îinset<ied. Tawards the end ai
tlîat century îiiany pions people, niuch
grieved at the profaneness and iîîpiety
wlîiciî hati resulteti as a reaction irom
Puritanisni, iorrned tliernseives inta sa
cieties for <lie advanceient of Cliristi.
anity and refarniation ai maraIs. They
were iînemsbers of the Ciîîrch, and
<lîcir work was natîîraiiy donc in con-
nection with tilit: Churcli. Thure ib

amiple can<cînpoary evidence o! tilt
need af suicli efforts. Th'ie atistrit) oif
<lie P>tritan iîîovcîucnt liati heenî fol
iowcd hy tili! iaxit:. ai tlie signes ai
Chiarles Il.. wliiclî lad offiy <00 cieepiy
icit its mîark on tlie mnais ai tlie tinte.
In iOc9î an address front the English
.Arclîbisliops ant i Bsiiops led <a tlie
issuintr of a pîroclamîation reqtîining ail
iîagistrates Il ta excute <lie iavs ai
titis rmain against profaieîtess and iiii.
nîaoraiity," and declariîig <liat iîy <udir
negiect anti li: '1 cannivance ai <lie al.
cers costcerntct, <liese dissoltite enarni-i
ties liat univcrsally spread tieieî.
sel ves."

1< %vas at siich a tiîîîe wlîeiî reiigioîis
lufe was at a very low ebb, <liat tlie
S.I.C.K. 'xas fountied-a notable yen-
ture ai faitli--a laîincaing forth ainid
surrounsdings andi influiences wlîiclî, <o
<lie onlooker, were ail unpropitious.
The names ofthe five mten wvho assetai-
bled on Mardli Sth, z69 S, <tie first, the
inaugurai mieeting, deserve ta be re-
iiiemibered with affection and honour
Iy ail postenity. 'heir beginn.ng lias
resulted in <lie firiîi es<ablisbîng ai a
saciety wliiclî ias destinet o exercise
ar. enorno<îs benehicent intltience ail
overtlicworld Tiitusbegan (toquto<etlîe-
]ate Arciiiistiop I3eîson) Iltite gratcst
and îîîost imipartant socicty tîtat wc
have working witliin the great Society
ai Chruist. . . . 0f ail aur societies
in irngland tiis is tlealdest andi grand-
est. andi its work <lie very largest cver
conceived."

Wh'io comîposed <liat little band ai
z.ealous Cliristian nten ? WVlat ntaies
wvere borne b' tlie five good Churcli-
mien wlîose lîearts 'vere stirred uti o
sec vhiat could lie done to.clîeck <lie
irreligion aîid wickedness tlîev sawv
aratînt theiti ?
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the Jast, pcriiaps, tlie nolcst of thli
ail. 0f tîtese five, ane w.ts a peur, twa
were iawyers, anotiier a saidier, the
fifti a humiible parish îmiest, wviio was
tue leader andi inspirer of <hei ail.
T .heir fîrst mteeting was lîcîti, it is saiti,
in Haok's chambers, Gray's inn.

The parish priest, who was <lie vir-
tuai founder of <lic S. .C. K., was a re-
nîarkabie tian. His mîeans wcre nar-
raw, but lie was large litarted , Iiib
intellect was, perhaps, flot tîîuciî above

<lie average, lbit lie w;îs imituct witil
tlie spirit of hoiy seli-sacrifice wlicl
Il gave a permai;nent imipulse <o five at
lsast ai the nolest works onî wiîich a
Chiristian can be engaged." Il lie is,*"
Ca<noni Overton trîil' savs, Il a striking
instance of whlat a mtan cati eifeci witiî-
atextraordinary' gertius. and wthou<
special influence, andtil %vouid lie duffi.
cuit ta point ta any, ane %via lias done
more rent andi enîiring service foi <lue
Cliturclî." lie was the great fouinder
ai î>araclîial an(] ciericai Jibraries. aîîd
for two years <lie Coniîiiissary in Mary.
land of Bishop Cotiiptou, o! Londion.
D)r. l3ray*s experience in tlie Atîtenican
colonies proved <liat tlic Cliuirclis work
alîroati in tlie colonies %vas ai so urgent
a nature and ai suchi gigantic propor.
<ions <hiat it neecied ail] tlie energies ai
a separate organization, andi ini tlree
years-i17oi-tie S. P. C. K brouglit
into being the Society for the Propaga-
<ion ai <lie Gospel in Foreign P'arts.
Tot<le S.P.G. was intrustedth le wosk
of carrying <lie Gospel <o <lie colonie~s
andi dependenciesof tlie Britisli Eutipire.
The living agets were provided by il.
In the twvo or three years, hovIever, in
whlici <lie S. II.C. K. unde:rtook <lie work,

1< secairei Il in Marylandi a sufficieut
mîaintenîance far sixtea clergymen.
sertieci <licir glebes, fixeti libraries, anti
disperseti aiiiong <lie people uiany
<!iaîisand pr.îc<ical andi tevationa i
books wvitlt gooti effect." 1< wvas rapiti
growth. Thei eIder institution in 17'î0
cuilargeci its aperations lîy undertakiîig
tlie miainteniance andi the extension of
<lic mission <o <lie licatien estabisli-ci
at Trasiqiiebar, Southern India, l'y
Fredenick I V. ai Dentsiark.

The flrs< effostu ai tlie totinders,
liowever, were directeti t> letting in tii,:
liglîr ai Chîristian kn3wvled.,e ai tlt±
diirkeitd iiinds ai tlic yaung. Thei
Nacie<y lias been jîistly sianied the
-pioneer ai tedrIication." lis foîinderàs

were abolit <wo centuries in advance ai
<lîcir day, for it was not uintil 170o>cars
aiter tlie S.P.CýK. liati establisiieti its
first scitool for tlic chljdren ai <lie poar,
tha~t tlic State awakt:ned to the fact that
iwas its d<îty <o sec <liat the means of

education wereprovided for evcry anc ai
its ciildren. ic<ween î698 an.i1712t<lie
!ociety was instrumientai in estabhîsi,.
ing no iewer titan 117 sciioois, educat.
ing ,ooo chuldrcn in London anti West-
mtinster, andi duraîîg thie sanie periad
5ao schoois lîad by it becn estabiished in
Englanti anti %Vales, andti li gaod


