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Eespec tingr tIc chara'cterýof thc crucifixion implortant diversi tics of opinion
bave loing cxisted, swayilig. their illulence, eitiier 1 or bettur or wvorse, ov-ex thie
pi'inciples and actions of incan, accordling bo the, nature and ine2asure or the

* faith they inay have T~evd he Jews regar-ded hiiî as nîlaking criijual.
* assiflil)tiolls tu the G leafor 'Iih-coîigto thîeir law'-he oughit to

(lie; lie is thieret'ore classed by thein as a Crlîiniial. The Sociîîians, difièring
froin the Jewvs, regard Christ as a mn or lieroic virtue, w"ho sealed blis doc-
trille withi bis blood ; lie ias, tiieref'ore, in tlîeir jîîdgmneuît a miartyr. While
the Christian believes bill to lie a diviiil- vapI>oiiitt:(l Saviour, ini whoin we
bave r'ý(leînption, the forgiveness of' sins; bis death is thierefore regarded by the
Chiristiani as a sacrifice. Wb1enl Jesus a. arr-aigned f'or trial1 bp'Y, +11C ,TýCwiSl
coluncil, it was uiponl the charge of blasphiniy (Matt. vi. 5'1-CýG).* 11u support
of this charge the Chief Priests andi Eiders songhit false witnesses, probably
froni ailnong the bystaniders, and y offèéring bribes ; but as their law î'equired,
ini capital cases, thiat tw'o or7 thiree -%%itiesses should agree ini their testiniony,
thiey fomiîd nion e,-tbe(.re Nvere inany w'illing, but nue wbio said wb-Iat wvas to their
piipoe *Whiein Christ ackîiiowledgedl lis own clainis to Uic Messiashlip, and
that H1e wvas the Soli of' Gud (Lukce xxii. 67-71), the iigli 1Priest satid uII3ýy had
11o xieed of wvitnesses, for they biad hou-rd hlmii spealz blasphieiny, and the seni-
tence of the court, -«as, "lHe is guilty of docath." ll ail civil cases the power
uf lifo and death liad beeiî talwen froîn dic Jewish courts «by the Riomans, but
in niatters of religion thoy still beld the, power to iiillict capital punisinnent,
such, sentences beingr coiifirînied by the Rlioman courts before execution. The
proper punishînient of a blasphieier by titeir ltw mwa.s stoning, but the Jewishi
colincil. Nvere, mixions to have our Lord erueitied, whvliehi 'as a I11on-lan puniishi-
nment; tlîey thorefore applied to Pilate for confirmation of the sentence. They
alqo wislied Pilate to treat bimii as an eneiny to Cý.usar, and a seditious opposer
to the 1onîaul Goveramenclt, iii order that the l10oînanl soldiers ighiyt have the
charge of the crucifixion; the motive probably being lest the populace wbio
favored ii, on seeingc hM brouglit out to be stoncd, iniglit attempt to rescuie
hii> Nwhich they dared inot do w'hleii the li)onianl garrison were there under
armns to carry the wvhole inito effeet.

It mnay very prop cr]y be asked boere, Wbiat was the crime for wbichi our
L.'rdl 'as crucified ? It could not liave beexi siniply for professing to be the
M1essiah, for againist suchi profession thiere Nvas 1io law. and as a peuple they
hiad been anxiously watnfromn generation to generation, for the appearance
of MNessiah. Ž1ýor «as it for nliakingy snicb professions, and faihingf to prove theni,
foir no proof '«as deînanded, no tilof bis clainis cstablisbied; but because lie
said, '1I arni thie Christ, and hlaving, prcviously professcd to be the Soli of God.
This, then, was the algdblaspbenxiy for -whidi. Our Lord '«as senteilced to
deathi, by the Jewishi couiîcil, and by the perjured wývitniesses.

\Vbiei hoe 'as chîargcd wit1i clainingi to bc the Ring of the Jews-the
ob)ject being to implicate Iiiiiiiin seditioins intentions (Luke xxiii. 1-5)-Jesus,
-without hiesitation, dcclarcd that lie wvas, but talkcs care that Pilate shlould niot
procccd ini ignorance iupon theii' mnalicious suggestion. Ife ilitimates. to Pilate

The roader will do wcfl to consult the refcrenccs.


