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CHAPTER NLIN

(CONTINUED.) !

1l them this land. with all its happinrss
au t jryannapeakablo, may be. nay. must be
theirs, if they seak, as they wnuld the hidden
treganens of this, with diligenco and caro :—
and what will they eay in retarn 2 ‘* Go thy'

way for this time ; when I have a convenient'

0Oh, fools ' with*

as aknn, T will oall for theo.” ;

8" your worldly wisdom, blind, besotiod
fr0l8! who barter a fow quickly passing
vears, with all their short-lived, unsat-
isfactory pleasures and enjoyments, for eter-
pity !
A: glatcle and B ancuamp were kneeling
#i le by side, pouring out their thanks to their
Muler, and impluring bis protection and
V'eweing through their wedded life, Mrs.
7 rl.o, nnporceived, passed noiselessly by,
a .1 the devout napiration of Jabez escaped
TerYps o 0L, that TU 1 woullest biess
ttem indeed !
* t * * ®
A mooth has passed —it is the 18t of Aug
-, a bright and lovely ororning. Again are
T rd Reauchswp avd Blanche kneeling side
Vv eide, the 1atter never more to rise as
T''anrho Douglas  She is knoeling at the
a'tar. with ber hand in his, whase clorished
vame «ho now bears, as the wife of William
Beauohamp The village chureh of Rampton
s thronged with gpootators, rich and poor,
t~ witness the double marrtage of Beauohamp
and hig sister Lord ¥Maleolm looked serious
speugh during the ceromony : bat his love
f~r toasing Blanche would break out direotly
after, whon Le whispered, * The Gordon knat,
my love, is tiod at last, whioh dear aunty has
been so long in weaving.’

* Aud most thankfol am I, Charles, to
Heaven,” sho replied, *anl to that dear aunt
for guch a blessing.

There was nnt a vacant pew that morning
‘n Bampton Church. For miles arcund, the
farmers, with their wives and deaugbters,
® ~kad tn the seane, to witness the marriage
~f thoir favorite (whom they still persisted in
sa'ing ¢ the yrung squire '} and his sister ;
apd when the two gouplos issned from the
earred pertals, amid a ;l;eal of bells pulled by
-ght vigorous arms, a line was formed from
tho pareb to the churohvard gate ; and one
tang. lond choer burst forth, as they passed
alang. from all assembled.

A grand breakfast was prepared at Bamp-:
had

eracted :

¢»n. ta which all the neighboering gentry
noen invited, to conc'ude with a farmers® balf
'n the ovening ; at which some of tho bigher
rlers winbed to be pressnt also. Neither
were the poor trrgatton—tants beinf
~ the lawn for the whole popalation of
Taroptan parish, with the substantial fare of

r-ast horf and plum pudding, supplied by the!

tw o~ priveipal innkeepers ~4 the wvillage, to
which they sat down at two o'clock. Rustio
samns and pastimes sucoooded, with dancing
~n the groon sward in the evening.

The ncwly married conples, having changed
tLeir bridal attire for travelling costume,
Areve off immediately afterwards en ronte to
the North, Lord Beauchamp and Blanche
for Annandale Castle, and Bialeolm and Con-
stancoe for his seat in Seotland. The bittcr
ness of parling with his only daughter was
.. ngiderably mollified to the old earl by the
.1 mise of their roturning at the ¢nd of a
.a.nth or s'x weoks to spond tho winter at
Bampton ; and Mrs. Gordon felt too happi
.n the attainmont of all her wishes, to thin
¢2 deeply as ghe ctherwise world of the tem-
porary soparation from her affeotionate nieos
and sewly-mado nephew, both of whom she

voJ as bor own children. Her sister, Lady
Maloolm, al.o, wasnow staying at the Priory,
with Mrs. Foriessue, who accompanied her
irom town, where she intended to remain
«uul tho first week in Soptomber, by which
t.mae Beauchamp and Ulanche were expected
Lomo agaia.

Bob Conyere, with hie usual disintorested:
: 88, to provont his old friend f{ealing solitary
after his ohildvren's departure, had invited
_ mself ¢t~ epond a week at Bampton ; and for

‘e progent thero was no lack of guoests, Lord
Penry Bayatum, Sir William  Barnot,
Iy wate, Ruu Melvillo having come oxprossly
‘v the ocoasizn. Fred Beauchamp was thore

od to the lowly cottagos of tho poor, to con-
solo thom in their afliictions, and minister to
their waants. On this ocension, Mark Rosier
was appuinted master of the ceromonies, to
supenntond tho whole proceedings and pre.
serve order ; aud the office onuld not bave
devulved on one more zealously affected to-
wards the house of Beauohamp. In faot,;
since tho resoue of Blanche from Lord Van.
oourt's devices, Mark had becoma rapidly a
man of consequence, and was now under-
steward on the Bampton estates, with &
salary commensurate with his fidelity and
noaesty. Hie father was also once imore in
a flonnshing condition as a farmer.

* Really, Mark,’ oxclaimed Mrs. Gordon,
* I bardly knew you again ; you look more
fike a gentlemaa than a——'

* Poacher, you wonld have said, my Iady,’
added Mark, good-humoredly , * but 1f X have
got good olothes on my baok now, my dear-
ly-respected tady, Matk Rosior is ot the man
to forget who put him there there.’

‘Indecd, Matk, I meant no unkind reflec-
tiva un yuarself, and rejuice must troly in
your good fortune.’

*AbL, my lady ! times are altered to me
indeed , but far beyoad all the money, I'
valae tho ounfidence placed in me by m.y,
dear young master, who seems to think he
oan never repay me fcr a little bit of service
T once did, wbich was nothing particalar,
after all.'

¢ To us all, Mark, it was a very pardcnlar

iece of service, fur had you not detected that
suteatablo plot, nune of as had now been pre-
sont at these rejoicings, and sorrow instead
of happiness had filled our hearts. Yon are
well chosen, my faithful friend, to preside
on this auspicious oocasion, and as long as
lifo ig spared us, we shall nuver forget our
gratitude for your gallant conduot.’

* And mind, Mark,” interp sed Fred,* those
good people don't get tipsy to-night.’

* Then, Master Fred, you must some and
"help me keep the tap, as T suspent, whether
'T will or no—(with & sly wink at Fred)—it'll

bo a very wet afternoon.’

* Indeed, I hope not,’ said Mrs. Gordon;
" I should be sorry these poor people were

deprived of their du‘y's amusement.’

* There aint any fear ot its being wet over-
head, my lady ; bat then, you know, it is
very hot weather, and there be a namber of
thirsty souls here to-day. Then there'll by
Lord and Lady Beauchamp's bealth ¢ drink
—Lord and Lady Malcolm's—my lord's, in
course—and yourladyship's, and a fow others,

]

'
i

pled and crumpled as if it bad Leen taken
out of a olothes bag ; but Leore sho comes—
my gracious ! such a figure, and 8o ‘ot, poor

thing.” Aod sure enooghb, Miss Honoria's
dress and tresseo were rather the worse for
the rushing and orushing she bad been

yobliged tv undergo when bauled about by

young Mr.Hardesstle,who was not one of the
most gracefal in Lis movements, or yery par-
ticular about an extra hop or two, whether in
or out of time.

With the proverbial unselfishness of
women, however, Miss Honona's first inguir-
in% looks were direoted to Markham, whore
fall she had witnessed. *X fear,” she said,
¢ you have been very much injured by that
awkward girl's falling ?°

¢ Muoh better now, thank you,’ herep'ied,
* pray take my seat, attempting to rise, when
another sharp twinge made the oaptain terst
again,

¢ Bit still, Captain Markham, I beg and
entreat.’

‘'Pon hLonor, couldn't perpetrats such
rudencss, as to sit stiil whilst you are stund-
ing, Miss Honoria.'

* Then,’ she said, * I sball leave yun dircet-
ly, if you make anvther effurt to rise.’

finished) came np to inquaire about bis ace:-
dent. *Well, Markbam, I see how it is, and
rest is your only remedy—an easy chair
here, cr in the drawing-room--which do you
preter?

‘ Ob, here, by all means,” was the reply,

* a5 [ shoald like tv aee the fun oat.
. 1o a few minates a low olair was brought
in for the uﬁains espeocial ase, with a foot-
8tuol to rest his leg upon, and being engaged
to Miss Henrietta for the first quadrille, that
young lady, in compassion to bis misfor-
tunes, insisled on sitting with bim during
the dance. Now, on what exact texms it was
effocted wa are not at liberty to diseloss ;
but certain it is that this little attention of
the young Iady, conpled with some melting
looks from a pair of very beaatifal black
eyes, so softened the oaptain’s heart that a
deolaration of love followed, and crimson
cheeks, with down-cast looks, were the ouly
auswers returned, which the captain took as
intended.

The pressure of her hand, with a fow sotto
voce whisperings of love and dsvotion suc-
ceeded, with a conclusion more 1n alto—'Eh!
'pon honor, bow romaatio, and ali that sort

asting searohing

with bomvpers all round, and I rather think
somo of these good folk will fes! very moist
indesd beforo nightfall.’

Leaving our happy rusties to the full en-
joyment of their festival, which did not ter-
minate until darkness stolo over the scene,
which, as might be expeoted, had long pre-
viously stolen over the sensos of many ofthe
guests, so as to render them oblivious of time
and the road home, we will now ¢.ansfer our
readcr to the ball-room at Bampton House,
which was crowded to overflowing with the
bold yeomen, their wives and daughters,
and a fair sprinkling of gentility. Of the
Iattor were Sir Lionel Markham and family,
the Comptons, Rollestons, all the bachelors
lof the hu t, with Mr. and Mrs. Winterbot-

tom, who had Yulicnlulv begged to be pre-

Isent. The earl opened the ball in a couafry
! danco with Mrs. Styles, & ine buxom-looking
woman of fity The other gentl:men select-
od partners also among the farmers’ wives
and daughters, this being the rale to be ob-
served in tho first dance,

Selina Markham seized upon yonng Hazel
for her sartnor; and Fred Beauchawp in-
tioduced Mrs. Fortescuo to the brothor of
Miss Fairacre, tho prettiest girl in the room,
whom he had engaged for himself. Bob
Conyers, undertaking the parl of masster of
the ceromonies, soon provided for .all the
dancing yonagsters by mutaal introdactions.
Captain Markham, who was playing fierce
sttention to Miss Honoria, voted it * a dem-
med bors’ to be pulled nearly off his legs by
a strong young damsel, through every couple,
down to the bottom of tho room. *I eay,
Fred,’ ho whispered, when left a% ease for a
fow scoonds, *1 sha'n't have aay moro of this
fau—don't nlfa¥’ old follow—just ses my
Phillis, a full blown peony’s a fool to her—
deumit ! makes ono hot to look at her—
heavy in hand as a four-year-old. Cat and
jran, by Jove, Fred.’

y, ‘Can’t bo dome, Markbam—orders from
Lead quarters for one dance with tho rustics;
.thon ploago ourgolves afterwards. So here
yWo go atif again—cross hands, down tho

of thing.’

Selina, who had been ¢

%bneea toward the happy pair, felt assured,

y the young lady's Lehaviour, that the die
was oast. ¢ Hece, Bob,” she exclaimed to
her partuer, ¢ that fuol, Ned, has fallen into
the mash-tubat last, and I'll beta pony, as
Lord Henry says, that Miss Honoria
bas booked him. My gracious! what a
row there will be, when mamma finds
weo are to have Mrs, Winter for a mother-
in law.’

* Any way, my dear, hers is a better name
than ogagesh, and I know Ned had serions
ideas about & young lady of that namsin
London, this season, the daughter of a re.
tired soap-boiler. Honoria herself is ve
woll—a sretty. anassuming, twell-eduoat

1; and, I can tellyon, & brewery is a very
ucrative, safo investment, with large re-
tarns, and the business itself quite respest-

wizely, and we must put ap with the old
lady’s vulgarities, if indeed she is disposed to
troublo us with them, which I very much
guestion.’

‘ Ab! Bob, you aro ever making the best
of things.’

‘And so, my dear, I hope you also,
for the future, will look always on the
gun'ny gide, which is the wisest thing to
0,

CHAPTER L.

We must now turn our attention to
Mrs. Fortescuo and Fred Beauchamp, who
were lounging (tho latler atleast) throngh a
quadrille. '

* What do you think," he was asking her,
* of our country practices at a wedding ? our
rustio games and danges 2’

! To me, she roplied, ¢ evorthin
witnessed to-day has been most delightfal,
Thoe dear old earl's anaffected, almost paren-
tal landness to his poor neigbours, and their
joyous looks, beaming with gratitnde, in re-
turn, awaken lundred tecling in my own
heart, and recall the associations of m
earlior years, whenI was a ocountry gitl.

I havo

.middle and up again,” with which t o_cap-

UL —

Happy as ther, indeed ¢if they couid

A ———————,

eithor my sontiments or my words. Ilike |
you as a friend and companion ; Lut our
acquaintanco has been of very récent date,
ani I must see and know mure of you Lef .co
I conld entrust my happinesa to your kesp-
ing.’

‘gThen you will not at once discard me as
I dreaded,’ he murmured, pas:ionately. ‘A
thousand tbanks for that concession. I ask
uo moro. I am now oontent.’

¢Thus let 1t be, then,’ she addel. ‘Bat
mind you are not too sanguine in your hopes
—~1I see the Earl approaching.’

¢ Well, Mra. ¥ - ‘tesoae,” heinquired, ¢ what
do you think oi ¢ .¢ country lasses ?'

* Indeed,’ she replied, * many ot them are
exceedingly pretty, gentesl-lovk:ng girls ;and
g0 niocely dressed, with their bair arranged
qu'te a la mode, that I should have thought
some London milliner and bair-dresser
had been ongaged preparing them for the oo-
casivn,’

¢ Ob !’ he vxclaimed, * you are not far from
the truth, as Blanche and Constance's maids

At this moment the earl (his dance being | —for instance, Fred's first partner, Miss

able ; 50, onthe whole, Ned bas decided|oh

bave been giving them some lessons on these
mattere, to set them off to the best advant-
| B8¢ but etill, there iz a natarul gracefulness

agont some which art cannot much improve

Faiacre, who might pags wnuster even at
Almack's—a crafly young scamp he is—al.
wavys picking out the prettiest girl in the

room. Taie caro of him, Mrs, Fortescze—he |
is & dangerous felle~, with those glossy carls

—but not a bad boy at heart—(patting hun_‘
on the baok)—and I don't know what I could |
well do without him, sometimes. Well,
Fred,’ addressing him, * I conclude you will
be following Will's example pretty soon ;
and, mind, when you can find one like
Blanohe, in heart and dispositicn —fond of
the oountry, and likaly to maxe me a dauti-
fol, affectiorate niece, you shall have the
Graoge, and all the appurtenances belong-

ing thereto, for your home, and something,
in addition to your own property, to help to
keep house—on these conditions, you may
marry with my consent, but I don't intend
to trust you out of the parish.’

‘ Many thanks, my dear unele, for your i
generoas offer. You have ever been to me
as a father, and I hope never ‘o be far dis.
tant from dear old Bampton, where I have
epent 80 many happy years.’ l

¢ It will be your own fanlt if y.u are, my
boy—and don't forget sour duties to-night,
in seeing that onr guests ars well cared for." |

¢ No fear of that, uncle. Bob and myself
don't intend to be idle.’

Neither were they, either before, at, or after
supper, At twelve precieoly, the lu%o din-
ing-room aund library, ivined togather by wide
folding doors, were thrown open, displayin
a long table, reaching down the centre, an
two cross tables at each end, on whioch a pro-
fusion of good things was spread out, with
wines of every description ; and it were need-
less to remark that, the evening being very
suliry, Conyers and Fred caused the cham.
glgna corks ‘to pop sbout like irregular mus-

et discharges ot infantry, Theocompany had
fully discassed the merits of the good ti.mgn
%ronded for them, when Bob Conyers, as

ice-Chairman, proposed the tomst of the
évening in & short, appm‘gﬁale speech :—
** Health and happiness to the newly-marriad
couplejl’ which was reteived with deafening
eers, lasting for goveral minutes ; and as
they were dying away, the stentorian voice
of Farmer Stiles was heard : * Now, gen-
tflemen, one cheer more, as you lovs him,
for the young squird ; aud may God blesa
them both,

The shout which answered this short ad-
dress may be imagined, and the Earl, seeing
the ladies almost overpowered by the thun-
der of voices, roes to return thanks, which
stilled immediately the raging storm into
Breathleas silence, The short, energetio
speech of the old peer again elicited rounds
of applause, althouﬁh more subdued, from a
hint passed up the long table by Oonyers
*The Ladics',” angd ¢ The Earl’s’ health then
tollowed in quick succession, after which
dancing recommencod, and continued with
unabated strength and resolution until four
o'clock in ths morning.

With the termination of these festivities
and the departure of his guests from Bawmp-.
ton, the Earl relepsed into his wusual guiet
hiabita ; but as Fred spent the greater partof

his time %t the Priory, often dining there, the
loss of his cb*'3ren’s society, and the solitary

effects which might have been expected upon
one whoso chief happiness depended on do-

SU——

i in which she felt placed by bes

fireside in the evening, began to produce the th

——}
—

his faturo bappiness wa
on her consont.pp B now depalal
Mrs. Gordon, uninfluencod by wondie
cunsiderations ur awbitivuy views, folt tnra
ly perploxed by the kiaris proposal, ge
way perfeotly satisfied with hur owg positios
and the thoughte of leaving Lier happy bomy
w.th overy comfort and ali her pets arouy
ber, produced suoh painini sensations, th
she had nearlytesolved on wrtng a refoy
althougu couched in tho most {riend)
language, with cogont reasons for decl
the honor he 1atended confertiog apon ber
when Lady Malcolm, observing her susty)
unususl abstraction of thought and nerry
manner, at last drew the secret from be
and the confession of the disiressing sItuaty
; E ng compely
to give pain to one slie so lughiy Tespectd
with the dread of that cuoluess winou woj |

naturally srise to destroy the hermey
whioh had hitherto existed ~botween the ty

families.
¢ dear Maigaret,” continued Iay
Maloolm, * yoa have nut advanced ons sy,
le reasonable exouse for your purposedrs

1 Jection of the dear old Earl, to wuom, lay

convinced, yoa are maou mure deepiar
tached than yon Lke to cunfesstoms;n
faot, I hav= long obsvrved, swnce miswuiy
me in Ludon, your eviuent paruauty fx
each other. There is ro necesaity for giny
up the Priory or your pets; buf ere g
such a saorifice were required, I shonldny
hositate in resigning all, rathor tuangng
yomu oldest and dearest friend. Lndeed, ay
dear sister, I am oniy sorpric.d yon crad
have heritaled for one moment to actepi ik
Earl's offer, independently of tus gress pies
sure it wll afford those dyear Rurls, buaaedy
and Constance, 88 well as mysell. Iten
will be times of coarse, when Charlesani
William must be absent from ths part ol
couutry, leaving the Earl and yourseiftw
solitary beings, 1n two oid, soinary houss,
80, iny dear mster, patting feeling ous ¢l
question, the most prudent step you csn por
eibly adopt is to marry the Earl, and ya

| will then be a mutual comfort to each oltw

in your deolining years. Moreover, L inot
Charles would be only too glad touresit
Priory during five or six months of the yeu,. §
if you wmil allow him, aud yon can depend
on Constance keepiog everythiog precus}
in the same order as at present. ’
Mrs. Gordon, tlunking her sister bsi @
spoken very sensibly on this subject, mibxi
iuding to rank or woridly advanigw
thanked ber for her good abvice, whuhsh
agreed to follow, and a neatly-written out

| was, in acoordance therewith, des

to Bampton. which brought the Eardlbota
Priozy within an hour of its delivery, io big
spirits, To thoge interested in lovesoua
between che youthfal and ardent, the met
ing of these two old friends on this imporiss
mattsr, might appear {oo tame and sedeks b
te rehearsed; we will, therefors, pasi
over aub silentio, and merely relate toe e
sult, that:n & fortnight irom that duy, i
Earl and Mrs. Gordon underwent thaoete |
mony of being joined together 1o holy main
10ny at the altar in Bampton Chureh, 2%
save Lady Malcolm, Mrs. Fortescus, Frd
Beauchamp, and Conyers being present, s
retarned afterwards to Bampton House Mi B
nothing extrasrdinary had happened, vk §
Aunt Gordon assumed her aew diguilyd
Countess of Annandale, without in a0ymj
changing her habitaal cheerfulnes sl
sanvity of tsmper. There was not ons
old domestics in the Eatl's establishnet
(old sorvants bsing gonerally captiogs
impaasive of innovations in their depst
ments) who did not receive with onf
pleasure their new mistress, whose kio
of heart and generons dsposition Wen&
well known to all her inferiors. Ls¥
Maloolm and Mrs. Fortetene returned w-
same day to London 1)r sshort time, Pma
isidg to’be at Bampton again the s
week in September. - 1
The news of the Earl's marnagewilh o
Gordon csused very little sarprise nR*
neighbourkood ; tho general opxmonos.—g
the reverse of that so often pronounsiod
elderly persons * making fools of themairs
Here it was admitted to be the wuetm‘ﬁ
they conld have done,’ by all save wrha
over-estesmed friend,Mrs. Harcourh -
was of oourse prepared with an ill-os ”
och for the oocasion, exwenonw(!.a‘m
%bt. by tke consideration of her quoe 2
opponeént taking precedenco of huid
eir conntry parties, .
‘Only thtgk.' she obsarved toher bmbt:?j
*of Mrs. G; zdon impomag opon that sllye? 8

g ———c—



