
witb a sullen recognition of the rather gramime ; the lignified disorderline-ç of the
strange fact, that he had neyer known a legislator- lilè, the laie settinga of the
really merry Chris,,nas in hjs life. As the House, etilivened by the llash.lighta of
ward of a gouty uncle, who could not en- native oratory, and by the smiles and ce.

quetries of native heauty storming the
dure noise or rich diet, ne had flot had a strongest fortresses froni the galleriea above
%ery far chance to enjoy the festive anni- ought to have bettered thinga for himi. (f4
versary as children are comimonly expected course te sorte extent they did. He was
te do. As a student in lodgings, he bail flot a cynic now. lie had seen fair wemen
made a few desperate gribs .st its fleeting that had nmade hlmi restltss and thoughtful
inimunities froin ordinary decorui, but the by turns. He hac looked into caini grey
headaches and indemnifiations of one so- 1ysadfi h 'acB tl"o hi
or aaother that followed, took the gilt off wiysan ifult th'sendce, Beuetingo the
the gingerbread. As an eligible barriste' ra led Rtubîco en bi m i noo the

he had eaten prime <,hristrnas turkeys burst- trla ied Rtoioundor he sa idmpihod ;lane

and wroihe a ne cosises cf tr.ls cf less scrutable but flot leas faxcinating
andfroickd udermslete prîgs mf belles. He bad al but touched the quick

a mou~tons de 1sanurge fashioti, because of lîfe's sovereign mystery. He knew it
everybody else was doing it, but the sweet a5straction into whîch be lapsed
he could remenîber nothi.ng distinctly so readily et late ;by the sort of scnam-
merry or genuinely hilarious about that. bulistic way in wbîcb be went tbrougb the

As a cynic, be bad moped away two commeon duties cf the day, by tiLe deep)
dreadful Christmnases betore bis bachelor's abiding consciousness wîtlî which he now
heartb. and they were the worst cf all The awoke eacb morning and was soctbed te
loneliness oîf an unnmated man, a cankering reat eacb night, tbat wbere love was flot, or
sorrow at ail tîmes, beconses in seasons cf bad neyer been, tbe equilibriuns cf perfect
domestic jubilee a buiiiiliatios and a re- manboed or of perfect womanhood was flot
proacb. He had groAn older in those two conceivable ;by strange intuitive under-
bitter years than be ougbt te have been standings of the divine conclusion, that it
at seventy ! Laugbing at love and marriage was not gocd for man te be alone witbout
and the vaunted fruits cf botb, until the soîne belpmate like unte himacîlf, and yet
tears (orne into cne's eyes, sn't the mer- net like ! If be ccîîld but wake eut cf this
riest device cf aIl that the merry seasen drearnful meamerie àleep and find his help.
sanctions. And now hert was Cbristmnas mate by his aide! Semeene to walk witb
coming round agaîn, and here was he pcsting birn tbreugh tise green glades cf esrtbly
back te bis single-banded struggle with ita paradise ;semeine te read bis books seme-
beart-acbes and temptatiens. He had ene te share bis bepes ; soeene te answer
tbought it mîgbt be otberwise thit year. wben he called in jey, in sorrew, in any
H.- bad drifted into politics, and the buman need ; sen'eene te take ef bis ex-
wholeseme stimulus cf tise campaign bad uberant strengtb, te lean en bis right arm,
qiîickened bis sluggisb pulse, bad made te wear the paneply cf bis pretecting
bis bloed flow free and warm again. sympatby and sswern devetion ;semeene te
His triumph at tbe polis bad tbawed watcb with him in bis heur of trial and
out bis frest-bound feelings, and made temptation, with a ceci band fer bis bot
bim a sensitive bumant being-almost a brew and calmn ceunsel fer bis troubled
boy once more. And then bis wiîster at seul. Someene to fill heart, borne and life
the capital, se fuîll of strange exciteosent ;with the jev that is man's birthright and the
tbe fascination cf tbe parliarntary pro- figure of bis last inheritarce!î
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