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THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

sent. The result of the discussion on this point was,
that one'of the party offered to return to Shiu-hingif
thoy would promise to bring him back to the same
spot by daylight; this was promised, and he left in
the fast-crad, reaching Shiu-hing at dusk. An officer
of rank came off, and, after a brief conference to save
appearances, the boat started back, The voyage up,
however, on account of delay during the night,did not
terminate till about 10 A3 of the 21st. Here, with
many expressions of mutual interest and satisfaction,
the two companies parted, the mandarin boat to re-
turn to Shiu-hing, the travellers to make snother
day's journey westward. Favored:by a strong breeze,
they arrived about 9 p.x., at the tity of Tak-hing-cha,
a city of the third rank. They were soon hoarded by
officers, who at first with some rudeness, and long
with great urgency, insisted on their return at once,
This was as persistently resisted, as well as an offer
to guard the boat to keep off thieves; the travellers
declaring they had no fears of thieves. The discussion
lasted until near daylight; new relays taking up the
Chinese side; and then for a while the necessity ex-
igted of keeping watch, lest the boat should be cut
adrift, and so swept away with the current. At day-
light, one of the gentlemen, wking a large supply of
bonks, entered the city, and marched northward, and
eastward, and southward, and westward, until he
reached the boat again; then, with & fresl supply, he
made a similar tour on the western side, at oue poiot
mceting the frowning officials summoned to an early
council to discuss so unheard-of a case. The return
trip was safely accomplished without special incident;
the distance from IFat-shdn to F4-ti was passed on
foot to save the tide.—Yours fuithfully, M

From the New York Independent.
OUR FUTURE SELVES.

Man ig a mystery to himself. Some facts of his
existence he knows with infallible certainty in his own
consciousness. That he has a personal identity, sep-
arate from the rest of his kind, that he possesses a
reasonable soul, that his mind, however connected
with matter as an organ of'its impressions and an
instrument of its acts, is yet a distinct substance or
existence and not a mere principle of life in the body
—these are among the primary facts of conscious-
aess.

Other facts concerning his own being man derives
-through reason, obscrvation, and the testimogy of
the senses. That he had a beginning and a Ce§itor,
that he is the subject of certain laws of develpment
and growth, that he belongs to a race, and to & so-
cial and moral system, and that this connection in-
volves certain duties and responsibilities—these are
-fects to which reason conducts bim with the highest
moral certainty. But still there hangs over this be-
-ing. a mystery, which reason and consciousness fail to
-illuminate, ‘

- Fknow that I am, I am conscious of my persorai-
ity I am satisfied that I began to be, that I am the
intalligent offspring of the Infinite and Bternal mind ;
L know that I am under l.w, that I owe duties to my

~Maker and to my fellow-men ; but after all what is
4his soul in its substance, what am 7 myself, and
what lies before me? Ibave begun to be—shall I
- continue to be? And if 80, where and under what
conditious ? I know that I must die; but what #s it
-dbat shall die? Shall Iforever cease to be; or shall
only the body.that encases me -decay? Shall death
+ prove to me the annihilation of cbnsciousness, the end
of being, or only a temporary suspension of conscious-

birth, an entrance into another mode of existence?
Shall I be born again through the dark womb of the
grave into a bigher life? On this point conscious-
uess, of course, is silent. Experience teaches nothing.
Observation, the most close and scruitinizing, gives
no clue to the answer.

If @ man die shall he live again 2 1 ask it of Rea-
son, and get only conjecture. I ask it of History, and
am mocked with silence. I watch at the bedside of
the dying that I may see the soul I love at the in-
stant of death. But no yearning of affection, no
eagerness of desire,—uot even the mind’s second
sight that seems to dispense with material organs
and to give to phantoms shape and substance—can
catch one glimpse of the spirit in the expiring
breath. I knock at the door of Death; 1 cry aloud
in my despair, but I hear only the echo of my own
voice in the gloomy cavern.

If a man die shall ke live again? 1 ask it of the or-
acles of God, and there I hear~—oh, marvelcus rapi.
rous words—* Ho is not a God of the dead but of the
living—Christ bath abolished death and broughtim-
mortal life to light 1”

“ A future state,” says Whately, “which is to last
forever, every one must allow to be in itself, a tub-

ject the most awfully interesting that can be present-

ed to the mind of man. Many a person is conscious
indeed that other subjects do in general interest him
much more ; yet every one must be also conscious
that in podint of real importance, all other subjects
are comparatively trifles to us. I say to us, because
though other matters of contemplation may be no
less sublime and wonderful, none of them can so
closely come home to onrselves. Admirable as are
the works of cre..tion, the whele of it, even if we
could understand the whole, could contain nothing
so intereating to us, as ourselves and our eternal exis-
terce hereafter.”

That the present is a state of probation with refer-
ence to & future state of being, the briefest argument
from the reason of things must show.

Either there is no moral government over the
world ; or the present state of things is complete asa
moral system ; or the present system is incomplete,
and we must look for further developments ir tho
future.

The first supposition, that there is no moral gov-
ernment over tae world, is refuted by the testimony
of conacience, by the analogy of natural laws, and by
the general connection obvious even here between
virtue and happiness on the one hand, and vice and
uvuhappiness on the other.

The second supposition, that the present state of
thing is complete as & moral system, is refuted by
facts of every-day observation; for while in a gene-
ral way right moral action is connected with happi-
ness, and wrong moral action with misery, there are
yet multitudes of specific cases in which this is notso.
# Behold these are the ungodly who prosper in the
world.” There is many a rich Dives and poor Laza-
rus. No sober mind can pretend that this is a state
of exact legal rewards and punishments.

1t only remsins therefore that this must be s state
of probation under grace, with retribution lying in
the futare. ‘But-what that future shall be we can
learn only-from the Word of God. At those living
infallible” oracles, each soul must ask for itself the
momentous question : “ Where and What shall I be
in the Hereafter "

A NATION OF METHODISTS.
The mission to the Friendly Islauds has been 80 sac-

mess, a little longer sleep? Or shall it prove, like

cessful, that the nation is a nation of Metbodisis;



