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Aiscellvurons,

The President’s Address.

At three ocluch on Friday afternoon last, NoJ. Me- |}

Gillivray, Esq.. President of the Upper Canada Ag-
ricultural Association, delivered the nnnual address
from the grand stand. It was as follows . —

FARMERS oF CANADA :-—

It now devolves upon me, as President of this So-
ciety, in accordance with the usaal enstom, to address
you on those important matters that hasve been occu-
pying our attention fur the last three days. So many
distinguished agriculturists have addressed you in
former years that I feel unequal to the task of inter-
esling you as they bave done. But the agricultural
interests of the country are so important that it wouid
be a dereliction of duty in me not to try to say some-
thing that may be benefieial to us. I have to ex-
press my very great regret at the absence of His Ex-
cellency the Governor General, occasioned, us you
are doubtless aware, by the death of a near relation.
[ am satisfied that His Excellency has the sincere
sympathy of the farmers of Canada in the occasivn
that Las prevented us from having the pleasure of
seeing him amongst us at this time. May [ crave
vour ustfeation, therefore, while I address tu Jou a
few practival ramarks on the present state and future
prospects of agticulture in Canada.  Yearafter year,
with good reason, my predecessors in oflice bave
congratulated you un the progress which we, as
farmers, have heen mahing ; and with the greatest
of pleasute I find that 1 might safely do the same.
And 1siucerely trust that such arrangements are be-
ing made that at the Exhibition in Paris neat year,
the display of the natural and industrial productions
of Canada will sufficiently prove that thew encomiumn
is just. Our prosperity has in the past been great,
and sl continues to increase. By reference to sta-
tistics. 1 observe that between the years 1851 and
1261 the live stock of Upper Canada has increased
30 pe1 cent, winle the produce of the soil attains the
high figure ot nearly 150 per cent increase. but allow
me lo remark that this cannot be taken as a true cri-
terion of the intrinsic prosperity of the country.
such merease may follow from extended cultivation
in teclammng new lands, and from immigration,
while older settlements and older reclaimed lands
wny be decreasing.  The true criterion of continued
prosperity must be that the lunds already cleared
are, through better cultivation, becowming more pro-
ductive. In this respect, however, from the imper-
fect statistics given on this point. I feel myselfata
loss how to speak. But these statistics I look upon
ag one of the bighest importance, and would submit
that the attentivn of this society might protitably be
drawn to the advantage of collectivg the same. It
scems to be un undisputed fact that, in the older set-
tled portions of the United States the yicld per acre
is becoming less, and on some parts of Canada, 1 am
satisfied, the saine i3 true. Might we not then
devote some  consideration to this important
fact wpon which our prosperity so materi-
ally depends. The exhibition of this year how-
ever, gives proof that on the whole we arve progress-
ing The stock shown has in number and quality
exceeded that of former years.  While the machinery
and implements exhibited show that the fngenuity of
man is still prolific in adding to that which bencfits
the farmer, and to the means by which mother carth
is made to yicld her treasurers to her children ; and
that these are taken advantage of by the Canadian.
And notwitbstanding the inc?emcncy of the scason,
especially during the harvest, the varied productions
of the soil submitted, prove that a good crop has been
secared in comparatively good condition. For this,
ag in duty bound, we give thanks to our God.

1t is right on such occasions as this tv enquire into
the causes that have led to this prosperity, so that
from past cxperience we may draw future guidance,
and still advance.  First, and most important among
these, is the gtcatblessiug of peace which we have so
long cnjoyed, and for which under Providence we
lave to thank our comnection with Great Britain.
May we never cease to value that conncction, and
the more 80, that England_continually approves her
carelfor ws, for cren now there aro landing upon our
shores some of her noble army to help in our defence
in this time of threatened danger. And here let me
make mention of that great and now accomplished

- —

undertaking of layving the Atlantic cable, threugh
the medium of which we no sooner asked for aid. than
immediately the answer came, your help is cominy
Nothing drains the resources of the county and chechs
particularly agricultaral improvement, lihe war;
drawing as it docs =0 many of the inhabitants from
rofitable vecupation, dnd varrying in its teun auch
immense destraction of property.

Next to the blessing of' peace, I might mention the
fustering care of the Legislature, as exemplified in
their annual grants to this and hindred socictics
throughout the country, and in their late endeavours
to introduce and extend the cultivation of flax. The
growth of the population, ever adding as it does to
ihe working energy of our country, had tended in
nu stall degree to the increase of agricultural wealth,
While the railways and public highways, by facilaitat-
ing the transmission of goods to muket, benefit
largely the farmers in the more remote settlements.
The intelligence of a people is also a most important
mean toward this end ; and vur common schvol s3s>-
tem of cducation, in its steady advance and ia the
cheapness with which a young farmer may now
acquire much theoretical und scientific knowledge.
has added greatiy 1o this progress. The same has
been the cffect of the press, by means of which,
instructive articles on agriculture apd cummerce are
daily circulated and read by our peuple. Lastly,
science bas done its part in helping us. Itis true
that science. in its application to the farming interest,
isslower in it~ cflects than when applied to the manu-
facturing. The best meclanism of scientific re-
search is expensite. and the wealth of the manufac-
turer generally enables him at once to avail himself
of it, while the stnalla available resources of the far-
mer often preclude himfrom prycuring many amachine
which would protve of great advantage.  Neverthe-
less, science has been laid hold of by the Canadian
farmer, and many are the appliances now, by which
at little expense compared o years goue Iy, the suil
can he made to yield its fruit-,

These are some of the most important causes of our
present prosperous condition. et us now, reasoning
trom them, draw sume useful instruction for the fu-
ture. The same means that have proved successful
in the past, must prove suceessful in the fuiure, and
if more earnestness and energy are applied to the
use of those means greater will be our progress.  Of
incalculable impurtance is awise and conciliatory
spirit tow ards furcigin natiohs, so that as luug as pus-
sible we may enjoy peace  espedially the cultivation
of friendly feclings with our nearest neighbours, the
people of the United States, childern of the same
parents. having the sume inlerests with ourselves, and
possessed of the same energetic Savon  spirit, whose
offect in the civilization of the world, and the im-
provement of all the interests of civilized nations can
scarcely be compated  In any neighbourhood, if the
inhabitants live amicably together. interchanging the
courtesies of life, they can materially assist cach
other in many ways , so with nations. The Recipro-
city Treaty, entered into many years ago between
Britain and the United States, proved of great ad
vantage both to them and o us, asis shown by the
immense incréase of imports and exports during its
continuance. We regret it has now been repealed,
but are thankful that it appears the ctfects will by
no means be so hurtful as was anticipated. Nations
cannot live without each other’s assistance any more
than individuals : and we find the American people
still continne to buy extensively from us. Inthe en
couragement of immigration the Legislature might
do much for us. The mqre labonrers we have in our
land, the cheaper will labour be, and the more will
be accomplished, thereby adding to our wealth. 1t
is to be regretted that 50 many cmigrants, year after
year. pass through our country to the Western States.
while in British tervitory there hies so much uncul-
tivated fertile land. X great deat wmight also be
done by our Government in the establishment of
acrienltural schools. In Ireland. under the superrision
of the Board of Natronal Education, these are among
the valuable means thathave produced in that country
the present advancement in farming. These lrish
schools aro preparatory to a higher institution, aut
which young men, generally the sons of farmers, are
taught at acheap rate the usnal branches of a sound

stener<appointed for this purpose is 87 favourable,
‘The Confederation of the Provinces, giving us a more
mfluential position und a name ; and the Intercolo-
nial Railway, cnabling us at all seasons of the year
to exchiage goods with other couutries, will, no
doubt, tend greatly to our advancement. But we
must ever beat i mind tha, the best Legislatare in
the world can do hittle to advance s conntry, unless
the individaal exertions of enterprising men are
fantsfuily and continously employed. Thercfore, lot
us, cach and all, do our best to promote the agricul-
tural interests of our beloved lund.

And now, in conclusion, let me call your attention
to some matters that scem to me to have been too
natch vverlooked heretofore. One is the neceessity
of n more satisfactory adaptation of our stock, our
crop~, and modes of farming to our chimate. Lvery
country.yes, even every district, hasa peculiar climate
and sotl : so with Canada.  And while we value the
breeds ot eattle that are found meost profitable in
Butan, 1t 13 & question whether the same breeds
generally prove the most profitable here.  Would it
not be w 1l to direct attention to the subjeet and try if,
by care in crossing our present breeds, we could not
produce other breeds better adapted to the several
parts of our country, which being so extensive, wmust
pos=ess many varieties of soil as well as climate ? A
sumilar remark might apply although perbaps not to
the same extent, to our crops. Rotation of crops is a
matter that in Canada generally receives too little
ailenuun—this more especially in Central Canada.
When a field is found to be good and yield well, it is
tuo often the case that that field is cropped year after
Fear until its very life-blood is withdrawn, and years
of guud manuring will scarcely restore it—one of
the Lauses, nu doubt, of the complaint that old settle-
ments do not prodnce such good crops as new. .\
regular rotation of crops and regular manuring
would certainly prevent this. Root crops are also, 1
beiseve, too much neglected. They are incalculably
useful in pulverizing thesoil, and enabling the farmer
to clear it of weeds.

One other matter, and I will not detain you longer.
The establishment of regular fairs or markets through
vul the whole country, quarterly, monthly or weekly,
agvording to the requirements of the place, would bu
of such advantage that those who have notbeen ac-
customed to them cannot compréhend it. There. and
there only, can the farmer become acquainted with
the real value of that of which he has to dispose. An
immense saving of time and labor would also ho the
cunscequence. Instead of the farmer in want of a good
horse, cow or sueep, driving aronnd the country for
days or weeks, till he finds. the object of Lis search,
half & day at the fair will show him all the animaly
for sale. Me can there satisfy himself better, and
save much time, which is money. At such a place

English cducation, as also book-keeping, land sur-
veying, levelling, mapping, animal and vegetable
physiolegy, botany, geology, chemistry with practical
agriculture, and horticulture—there being attached
to the insutution a farm on which: tife practice of
agriculture in its inost improved forms is pointed out.
In tlus country generally there is hittle knowledge of |
scientific farming, and often ¢ven by the farmer very |
little interest taken i the occupation. Hence the daily |
emigration of our youngmen to the gold regions or the

commercial cities. A step of very great conse ucnce‘
and from which no doubt beneficial results will flow.

has been taken in the opening up of commercial

relations with distant countries. And we may con-

gratulate oursclves that tho report of the Comumis-
tand
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also, he w.ll learn, by contact and conversation with
his fellow farmers, any new ideas on the subjeets that
should interest bim, and naturally be induced to cinu-
late his morc cnterprising neighbor. Let us, then,
for the sake of our beloved Canada, put our shoulders
to the wheel, and push forwardy as best we can the
agriculture of our land. And while we do 30, let us
uubly determine to defend what we do possess.
{bose threatening invaders, the Fenians, do sct foot
upon our soil, I am satisfied that we, the sons of toil,
and subjects of a beloved Queen and Government,
will give them such a reception that they will regret
that they ey er attempted to molest us.
Gentlemen, 1 thank you for your attention.

A duertisements.

VICK'S IELUSTRATED CATALOGUE

EHARDY BULBS,

o THE AL T M oF 1856, AND

PLORAIL: GUIDHE,

Is now published 1t cantuine deseriptionsof thobest BYACINTHS,

TLLIP-, CRUCUSES, LILIES, &c., with full descriptions and
plas, and fali dircettons for Plantiug, L utture, Pacey, &e. Wlustrated
Wil b us Bon Cugiasibgs, aud o braustidul cotured plate of the

Single and Double Tulip and Scilla.

My importations from tho best Bulb Growers of Holland {8 this
stan buigtt than ever before, and 1 flatter mysell tho Onest 10t of
Bulls < v o brought tu this country,

THIS CATALOCUE AND CUIDE

Is pablishied for the henefit of ny customners, and 1 will fonvard it
to cvery onn asg rapldly as possivle  Toall others, 1 charge ten
cents por copyr, which (3 not balf the cost.  Postago pro-pald to
il Afl Jovers of tlowers who desigu to plant Bulbs this fall will
finil 1t tu their anterest to obtaln my catalogue.  Address,

JAMES VICK, Rochester, N.Y.




