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eloquence of Mr. Bostock, M. P., and all the clever lobbying
of Mr. Bodwell of Victorita. The C. P. R., as usual, has
won with hands down, and, as usual, the Hon. Mr. Blair,
Dominlon Minister of Raflways, has got left. Uunfortu-
nately, for himself, the latter backed the Grand Trunk
against the Canadian Pacific, and the course which he
endorsed was further and fatally jeopardized by fts connec-
tion with American raflroad interests, which do.not readilv
harmorize with Canadian aspiratious.

It would appear fyom comments in the Golden Era and
Fort Steele Prospector that there fs mnuch Indignation still
felt in Southeast Kootenay in regard to the few and cursory
references te that mining district contained in the annual
report of the Ministry of Mines. It was, of course, un-
fortunate that, probably owing tomeagre reports furnished
by the Provincial government agents, solittle app:ared con-
cerning the district in the year's offictal record, and uow ft
seems that the omission Is being unfairly used for political
purpeses, and to the detriment of the Hon. Col. Baker and
the Provincial gzovernment.

Mr. E. Blewett and his associates of the Van Anda mine
bave the machinery already on the way for the erection of
a 100-ton smelter, which will be the first to be put up and
worked in the Coast district of the Province. It is to be
located on Texada Island, the.mines and claims of- which
aund adjoining fislands will furaish, ft is believed. a suffi-
ciency of ore to keep the smelter runniug full time. There
was a chanece, If sufilcient local encouragement were given,
of locating the smelter near Vaucouver, but a site on Tex-
ada Island now seems fairly certain to be its chosen.

ANOTHER SPECULATIVE SMELTER PROPOSAL.

A concern known as the Anglo-Continental Public
Werks Company, Limited, of Loundon, Eugland, offers to
erect a 350-ton smelter in or near Vancouver, together with
a refinery and other accessorles, upon condition of certain
concessions. They propose that the city shall give the
company % {ree site and freo water with au exclusive mu-
nicipal smelter concession, and also a subsidy of 50 cents
i)er ton up to 30,000 tons per annunt for twenty years. The
company is in return to give the city £50,000 worth of ten
per cent. preference shares out of a total authorized capi-
tal of £250,000. The promoters estimate that as a result
of this the city would be a gainer during the twenty years
period of bonus by the sum of £2,000 a year, assuming that
the company pay ten per cent. dividend on the £50,000 of
preferred stock, making £5,000 against which £3,000 per
annum is to be sct off in respect of the smelter bonus on
30,000 tons of ore treated. The finance committee of the
city council will consider the matter, but there is no doubt
that if the proposal should be taken up in earnest the city
will call for very large modifications of the present offer.
More probably the municipal authorities of Vancouver will
await the expected action of the Vivians of Swansea, who
have more than a million sterling at their back.

———

CANADIAN CHAMBER OF TIIINES.

An tustitution under this title has just been established
in London, Eugland, and taken offices at No. 64 Gresham
street, where a comfortable reading-room has been fitted
up for the wembers in which government publicatious, as
well as the leading mining and financial papers of Loaden
and the Colonles are kept on file. Other featuresof equal
impourtance are tha files of mining companies, prospectuses,
and g register of Canadian and Australian miniug engineers
and managers, which the Cuamber is now cowpiling. The
Chamber has an influential and energetic list of officers.

It is proposed to ask the Marguis of Dufferin to act as
nresident, and Lord Strathcona and the Earl of Warwlck
as vico-presidonts. On tha council British Columbia fnter-
ests are well represented in Mr. H. Seton-Karr, M, P.,
(chalrman), Mr. E. Grant-Govan (vice-chairman), and Mr.
F. Paitnfull Begg, M. P., Hon. Forbes G. Vornon (Agent-
Geuneral of British Columbla), and Messrs. €. A. Duft-
Miller, Louis Campbell-Johnston, 1. Mills, E. Pope, and
Ross Robinson. The secretary is Mr. E. Jerome Dyer,
I\ R. G. S,, the author of a work on Canada’s wmineral
resources. My, Wm. Ogilvie has been elected an honorary
member of the Chamber, and he will, it is stated, shorly
address the members on his own subject of ¢ ‘The Klondike
and its Gold Fields.”

A BOOM"™ SUGGESTION.

Mr. W. Hauson Boorne, writing to the Vancouver News-
Advertiser, says: ‘I would suggest that Britisti Columbla
should take a leaf out of Australia’s book and advertise in
London by means of that most potent and convincing of all
advertisements—gold. There never was a more favorable
time or opportunity for Canada than now, when public
opinion is wavering and all eyes are directed to toward us,
and I wonld suggest that the Proviuce of British Columbia
—or failing, the Provincial government—that the city of
Vancouver, possibly Vancouver and Victoria combined,
assisted perhaps by oue or more of the banks which arve
showing themselves so keenly interested in the waifare of
the Province, should buy up a quantity of Klondike gold—
as much as possiblo, certaftity not less than $150,000~—and
ship it to England along with as complete an exhibit of
local ores and minerals as possible, in charge of competent
officia’s. It shou'd then be placed on exhibition in London
—in the city—as near the Royal Exchange and Bank as
possible—King Willlam street would be a good position,
Offices should be hired, windows fitted up with bars and
gratings and appearance of great strength, and some
Army-reserve men in uniform placed to guard at the doors,
and the gold and minsrals exhibited and well advertised.
The gold would draw, and in less than a month all London
would have seen it, and, if enough of it were there, half
Great Britain and balf Europe, too, would be talking about
it. Then some results from Canada would be visible to the
naked eye, and capital for our mines and industries would
flow in.

A NEW FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.

The B. C. Permanent Loan and Savings Company has
been established, with headquarters in the Mackinnon
building, Vancouver. It is the only permanent loan and
savings company with headquarters fn this Province, and
the directors are determined to make it a goed institution.
Their plans combine the latest improvements with the
greatest security., This company will take investments
of from one dollar per month upwards, which will give
every person a chance to take stock. The directors of the
company are: Thos. T. Langlois, Esq., president; D. H.
Wilson., Esq., M. D., vice-president ; George J. Teolfer, Esq.,
secretary-treasurer; W. H. Maikin, Esq., director; P
Spencer, Esq., Victoria, director ; Harris & Bull, solicitors;
W. 'T. Steln, Esq., secrotary Board of Trade, Auditor.

— - ————

FAVORS A PROVINCIAL SUBSIDY.

The New Westminster Board of Trade approves a ¥ro-
vincial graunt up to 84,000 a mile in favor of the proposed
Teslin Lake rafiroad. A resolution fn favor of this was
passed uander strong pressure from representativesof the
Vancouver and Victoria boards, who attended the New
Westminster board meeting.




