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v .P'r' "a;‘t'Vln:g Empty Combs.

ﬂmwu she catlisst .wé:ks, on bwkéaping

» that fall. ioto.my.bands was Quinby's-

Mysterws... The.aathor gaus one but little

hope.of saving empty.combs from ths wax"

moth:by enclosing.them in. tight receptacies.
Indeed, 1 think the writer said he had sealed op
comb 10%ir sight vessels aiid .yet had them in-
fested with moth. The impréssion left upon
my mind was that the price of spsts comb was
like the price of liberty, atqrnal yigilange. For
years 1 snlpbpred my . spare comba occasionally,
and bung them wherethe air was so free’ abont
them that, except in bot ther, it could not
rise 10 temparatore to the hatching point : so
that any eggs laid npon them remainkd inert.
In 1887 I experienced a bad year-and bad cambs
remaln without any swarms npon them, and as I
was looking for 2 ne» lotation, and was expeot-
ing to break up my apiary bere, 1 left themin
empty hives, merely seeing that the entrances
weare well closed. Last year was a worse one ;
and I moved to where I had no honey hpuse or
any conveniences for bee-keeping. More. bees
bad died during the winter and they- continued
to starve out during the summer of '88. The

prospect was so bad on account of drouth, last |

spring, that I'paid little attention to my empty
hives, or rather empty combs until the rains set
in about the middle of May. 1 supposed from
the little I had accidentally seen that my combs
werelall destroyed, but when I came to over-
haulitg my hives, to have them ready for
swarms, what was my surprise to find comb in
hives, two stories high, that had been tenantless
for two years, guite intact, and*with the except-
ion of some mold, ready for bees to put honey
in. Fully balf my combs, kept in thisicareless,
slipshod manner were so little damaged by moth
and mold that bees filed them upin a day . or
two afier there were pat upon them,
Many hives wsre telescopes, and for some
.reason that I canoot satisfactorily explain, most
of the combs in these hivps were wholly des-
troyed by moth or so mojdy that bees cut them
out, but.in some permanently double walled hi-
ves two steries high, they were asnicely preserved
as one could wish, The single walled hives did
the best, thovgh no better made or cared for
than the others. . Some of the telescopg hives,
that had the entrance in the cap enly fagtened
up, had the half inch space abont ¢hs brood
chamber so full of cocoons that the hives were
with difficnity gotten ont of .the .caps,.and they
preseat & scarred and sorry.sight to-day. .Of
course combs from the extractor that had been
pht away with Honey on them weps all right ﬂd
ants had gotten into only ona or two hives. My

/

.hives gra.well made. hatter,, psrhaps, than the
average,rand after, carefu} pxan},inatign ITamata
lass to account {or the préservailon of ibe combs
in some, and their losp in othess. all equally
tight. 1n one hive containing 20 combs; ¥ found
2 colony of large biack ants but no moths.
Heore the combs werg smearedl, with Hogpy. from
the extractor two years before when put awsy.
Wheraver the hive had been cracked or shifted
accidentally on the stand, so as to lsave an
opeaing large saough to permit the entrance of
3 mpoth, ghe combs were destroyed. unless it was
one tnat contained no pollen and bad not béen
bred in, ‘ L :
. Ahave exposed such combs, in sections for
years withont having them damaged, and should
not expect any trouble in keeping such : but in
a large apiary there are but few such combs
sed .in frames. I 1ise the same above that I do
below, because I find it best in the spring to

.transfer a1l drons dombs, or combs that are too

largely drone ceiled, to the upper story for store
comb, and most of these are eithar bred in be-
fore they are lifted, or the quean goes up and
lays in them after they are lifted. Except there
is a very late honey flow, too, rhost of the upper
story combs are put back on the hives till time
to.remove supsrs for winter and are not covered
with honey as a protection from either moth or

gold till the time comes to use them ‘again.’

ere, let it be noticed in passing, is an argument
in favos of tiering up for extracted honey, that
is of using {frame of half the dépth of those in
the brood chamber and as soon as one is filled,
withont waiting for it to be sealed, put another
super, filled with balf {rames, underneath the
first, and so on  until ghe, seasen _is closed, as
advised by Dadant, in the revision of Lgngs-
troth. You are not only clear of brood but yon
can get out of a set of half frames two thirds as -
much honey as you could out of a setof full
ones ; v u can handle them easier, and faster;
they do not melt down so readily, nor the cotilps
break i . -linging ; while, the season being closed
you pui yatfr comb\s away from the siinger,
g:a\'deJ with hepey till needed again, and thét, -

thg covered with sweets they are very attract-
ive to-the bees, :

Has any one tried putting empty ¢ombs awdy
1in alight trough, or box, painted withcoal tar ?
W, Caux in Beel':eepere Guide.

PEA-VINR CLOVER.

H. F..Buxr.—QCan you say if Pea.vine clover
isa perensal? or will it last as longwas the
common red clover at least ?

Villa Mastai, Que. Sept. 6, 89. .
-Will some of our readers pléase answ-
er this question.



