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Pr. serving a3mpty Combe.

~ffpl ehe earliest -works. Mn bee-keeping
that fal. into.. my.bands was Quinby's,
Mysers...T.ethr gad one but Ulttle

. hopo.oLaviug empty.combs from tb wax
motb. by erclosing.. tbem in. tight receptacles.
Indeed, I think the writer said be bad sealed lop
comb inlair tight vesseli ad -yet had them in.
fested with moth. The impréssion left upon
my mind wgs that the price of spore comb was
like tb prioe cif .iberZy. atrxal vigilane. For
years i qulpbmd my . spare combs occasianally,
and hung them whera-the ir was so free about
them that, except in ho ther, it could -not
rite in temparature to the hatching point : so
that any eggs laid upon them rema'nbd Miert.
In i 87 I experieifCea a ba year aid had comibs
rem a withoLaay swarms upon them, and as I
was looking for a ne» loration,-and was expect.
ing to break up my apiary here, I left them in
empty hives, .merely seeing. that the entranpes
were well closed. Last year was a worse Sne:
and I moved to wher'e I bad no honey bise or
any conveniences foq bee-keeping. More bees
had died during the winter and they- continued
to starve out during the sumer of '88K The
prospect wvis so bad on account of drouth, last
spring, that Ipaid little attention to my empty
hives, or rather empty.comb.s until the rains set
in about t.he middle of May. I supposed from
the littie I had accidentally seen that my comba
wereall destroyed, but when I came to over-
hauling my hives, to have them ready for
swarrms, what was my surprise to find comb in
hives, two stories high, that had been tenantless;
for two years, quite intact, and*with the except-
ion of some mold, ready for bees to put honey
in. Fully half my combs, kept in this!careless,
slipshed manner were so little damaged by moth
and mold that bees filled them up in a day .or
two afier tbere were pat apon them.

Many hives were telescopes, and for some
.reason that I cannot satisfactorily explain, most
of the combs in these hivps were wholly des-
troyed by moth or i mIody tbit bees cut tbem
out, but in some permanently double walled hi-
ves two stcries high, they were as nicely preserved
as one could wish. The single walled hives did
the best, thoigh mo better made or cared for
than the others. . Some of the telescope hivea,1
that had the. etrance in tho cap only fagened
up, had the hali inth space about tho brood
chamber'so fuil of cocoonsthai ilio hves were
with.difficultygntten.nt .n .the. ..caps,.and they
present a scarred and sorry.sight to-day. .Of
course comba from the extractor that had been
pht away with boney du theAwe.re al right sud
ants had gotten into only one or two hives. Ey

.hives Mewe mpjatp-&rbps, than the
average,rand after,carefutxaninsti n I am at a
los to.accolut (o¶ the pirpse IQIo of ibe conbi
in some, and ther los as 1 tisj, al equally
.tight. lu one bres containing acomb, I found
e colony of large black ants but ne 1noths.
Here the combs wer.smearÿ , we lon1ey.ftpxM
the extractor two years before wh,pn pugt aw;y.
Wherever the hive hiad been cracked or sbifted
accidentally on the stand, so as to leave n
oppnuig large enough te pemh the entrance of
i pWth,dbp cnçmbs were destroy'edunless a was
one, tat contained no pollen and had not bien
bred in;,

,Ljiaye.exposed. suich combs, in sections tor
years w<thont .baving them damagqd, and should
not expect .any trouble in keeping such : but in
a large apiary there are but- few such combs
psed.in trames. I use the same above tbhat I&lo
below, because I find it best in the spring to
tr'ansfer aIl drons dombs, or combe that are too
largely drone ceiled, to the apper etory for store
comb, and most of these are either bred in be.-
fore they are lifted, or the queSn goes up and
laye in them after they are lifted. Except there
is a very late boney flow, t;on, rhost of the upler
story combe are put back on the hives tillime
to.remove supers for winter and are not cover'ed
with boney as a protection from either moth or
mold till the time comes to use them 'ajain.
Here, 1 t It be noticed in passing. is an argument
in favo of tiering up for extracted honey, tbat
is of using frame of balf the- dépth of those in,
the brood chamber and as soon as one is filed,
without waiting for it to be sealed, put anotber
super, filled with half frames, underneath the
first, and so on untiL lb.e. seanp. s closed, as
advised by Dadant, in the revsion of Lengs-
trotb. You are not only clear of brood but %ou
can.get out of a set of half frames two thirds as.
zuch honey as you could out of a set of full
ones; y u can bandle them easier, and fastet;
tbey do n-t melt down so readily, nor the cotii1s
break.i . linging ; while, the season being closed
you pui your combs away from the slinger,

ga'rdea with bney till need'ed again, and theti,
eteg covered witb sweets they are very attract-

ive to.the bees.
Has any one tried ptttting empty èombs awiy

ln alight trough, or box, painted with coal tar ?
Wu. CAUX in Beekeepers Guide.
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PaA-VINa CLOVaa.

H. F.-Hug.-Can you say if Pea.vine clover
is a permnal ? or wdl' it last as long\as the
common red clover ut least?

Villa Mastai, Que. Sept. 6, 89.

· 1i some of our readers please answ-
er this question.
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