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of Belmont, occupied the chair, while
ranged about the room could be seen
mcst of the old veterans in apicultural
science, besides many new aspirants
for knowledge of this interesting pursuit.
The minutes of the last meeting were
read and approved. A number of new
members joined the Association, but
some of the more enthusiastic members
of last year were conspicuous by their
absence, having, no doubt, been fright
ened out by the heavy losses of last
winter.

Mr. Chute, Port Burwell, put up
twenty-four strong colonies last fall in a
lath and plastered room, which he
found all right in February, but March
proved so much too much for them
that he had but one single swarm alive
in the Spring. Mr. Pettitt suggested
that this loss arose from want of venti-
lation, and that he would advise a
ventilating shaft to be placed in the
room to be continued ten or twelve
rods underground to warm the air
before coming into the room.

Wn. Hill, Yermouth, :ost eighty-nine
colonies out of ninety-five, with which
he started the winter. His hives were
all heavy in the fall, but on examination
he had found that they were not heavy
with honey, but chiefly with this, so
called, honey-dew. His loss was likely
due in some measure to this bad food,
and to extracting too much good honey,
from the brood chambers early in the
season. Mr. Hill is, however, not
disheartened, and has re-stocked his
apiary with twenty colonies, purchased
in old box hives, which he has trans-
ferred to his own hives.

One number suggested, that where
bees are removed to cellars or other
enclosures in the fall, that this removal
should be effected early in the fall,
before stores become frozen. Another
member from Port Burwell, although a
young hand at bee-keeping,has succeeded
in keeping five out of eight hives, in
double-walled Jones hives. He forced
his bees on to as few frames as possible,
then filled the rest of the hives with a
chaff cushion, and placed another on
the top. His loss was entirely attribu-
table to accidentally allowing a draft
of air through three of his hives.
Another has saved fourteen out of
sixteen colonies, Jones hives, single,
by packng them with about five inches
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of straw, and clamping this on.
has also crowded his bees together,
filling the rest of the hives with chaff O

sawdust, with cushion on top. He di
not detect any difference of packilg
quality between chaff and sawdust.
He had not extracted any honey, an4
had taken away but very little honeh
and that in section boxes. His bees ha;
filled up their cells with honey de*
late in the fall.

The President said thaf this member
experience was just what he had alWafY
observed under similar circumstanceS'
If bees are left alone and not worked fo<
honey, there was generally little trouble
in increasing the stocks or in safeil
wintering them. But to work them fe
honey a person must manage the affa"9

of his apiary in another and differeilt
way-and what was for the best in th
way was not easy to say.

Mr. Yoder had thirty-one swarms le
out of ninety, with which he had starti
the winter.

On the subject of introducing quee'r"
one member said that his plan was to
remove the queen to be destroyed twenty
four hours before introducing the ne
queen. He then fastened the queet0O
a piece of comb and placed her betwee
the frames. The bees soon got acqual¡ t-
ed with her and liberated her.

Mr. Pettitt said he would divide aP
strong colonies and give a new queen to
one of the parts. This prevents swarro'
ing. If one is introducing new queetist
not to increase, but rather to improt
his stock, he should remove his poore
queen and supersede her with a De
and better one. He introduces a queO
by placing her on a card of brood take"
from another hive, and places her in
different hive, which he places in
place of the hive to be supplied with
queen. He then smokes the bees, a"
drums them out. Old combs, althou
very mouldy, may be introduced gradu,
ally to strong colonies; but one shol'5
cleanse the cards as thoroughly 05

possible before giving them to the bec.
and especially should all pollen be re
moved. When a queen breeds drO!'
to any very great extent, it is a 1
that the queen is too old, and she sho
be removed. It was generally admuit t ,
that black bees made a nicer style
combhoneythananyotherbees. The
is but little listinction between


