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|other evidences of a serious purpose in the undertaking,| Such scenes are not uncommon cither in tho mother
;mustcomti(ulo tho requisites of admission. Some may (country or the colonies ; and I amn persurded that you will
establish too low a standard of spititual attainments ; feel it to be not unimportant thut some of your readers,
jothers may strain it a _great deal too high, and exact pro.'ns well in the British provinces as in the United Slates,
Inises dangerously vigid. ‘The occasion is one of marked who may haye roceived unfavourable impressions from

there 1» an articde which, in more than one point of view, importance and solemnity ; but the ordinance is designed
1> snteresting and instructive. | refer to Laing’s Journal pacticularly for those whose course is presumed to boe yet

of a tesidenice in Norway. It furnishes an example of
it wrrcwoudvnce‘ between the usages of our own
CLyurch and those of other leading branches of the Reform-
a..un, which is much too little Lnown, and it setsin a
stk g light, the value and importance of the particular
orilinunce of Confirmation.

{n another point of view, however, 1 do conceive that
the article calls very strongly for correction; and I hope
vau will permit me by ineans of the few observativns which
llow, to obviate what appears to me to be its hurtful
t=adency.

L advert to the representation which is givenof the man-
ner in winch Confirmation is administered in the church
ot England. It is stated not only that the Bishop knows
nothing of the vandidates for the rite; but that the pastor
usually knows nothing more of them than that they are
aptized and of due age. )

hefore them,and who are now in an early stage of their
career. Severe {ests ought nol to be applied to them :
strong meat ought not to be administered : searching ques-
tions as to internal evidences of the work of grace in their
hearts ought to be sparingly proposed. If besides a gene-
ral statetent of the leading truths of Revelation, they cin
give a distinct account of repentance and their ownneed
of it; forgiveness of sins through Christ and their own
necd of that also, as well as of spiritual aid and guidance,
and if intheir lives and manners they do not:deny their
God and Saviour, I conceive that thoy are properly ad-
w.issible to Confirmation, which is to be regarded with full
|faith as aconveyance of Grace to the recipient who is du-
ly prepared. But it is rather to our purpose to consider
what has been the actual practice of the church of Eng-

the article in question respecting the administration ol
therite in the church of England, shall be made aware
that the facts of the case are very different fromn the pic.
turcof Mr. Laing. Commending, therefore, to your indul
gence and acceptance the forogoing imperfect observations
upon the subject, I remain, gentlemen, your faithful ser
vant and ally in the Gospel,

ANACTOROS,

For the Colonial Churchman,
Messrs, Editors,

Those subscribers to your excellent paper who are te.
sidents in New Brunswick, and who are friendly to the
Church Socicty formed in this Provinee, will have derir-
ed much satisfaction from- perusing the interesting ac-
count given in your paper of Ist June, of the visitation of
the Clergy, held a little previous to thattime in Halifax.
It has always appeared to me that detached as the

land in the preparation of candidates.
That the church of England in general does not regard

Clergy are, the meetingofa fow of them will always be

‘pleasing to themselves and profitable to their people

Now with respect to the Bishop it is evidently out of u“"|¢:onﬁmnlion as a mere forin, may appear from the variety

neesticnthatexcept in some particular instances,he should, of tracts, both devotional and didactic, including the Ca-,

L se previous knowledge of the individuals whom he “’ﬁtechiun on Confirmation, prepared for the use of young
~els round the diocese to confirm ; and the responsibility of \persons about to receive the rite, which are on the list of
' .

aecertaining their individual fitness, must lie upon their ye Society for promoting Christian Knowledge; some of.

immediate pastor. The Bishop is only responsible for
smpressing upon the Clergy and people at large asense of
the solemn importance of Confirinat »r, and for establish-
ing anrd enforcing cerlain general rules (o secure as fur as
may be, the restriction of the rite to proper subjects, and
tse amprovement of it to theirreal edification and advance-
ment in holiness. The parochial,or other clergyman who
examines the young people and assists their preparation,
has a special opportunity in Confirmation.aided by parents
and friends, for arming the young of his flack, ata critical
period, against the battle: of the world which they are a-
out 1> encounter ; and imprinting upon their minds as
well the great principles of faith, a¢ the particular ohliga-
uons of church-membership.

That the chburch of England as a body have at all times
adequately done their duty in this behalf, s what [ will
not maintain,  In the lax times of the chkurch, Confirma-

ton may, in many instances, have degenerated into little!

Latter than a customary form :  and there bave, no doubt,
kgen some parishes (of which the personal experience or

‘which have been in circulation for a century or more.

hatf, appears from the tenor of the circulars usually ad-
dressed to the clergy with reference to Confirmation, and
from the rules established respecting the age which it is
necessaty to have attained before admission, and which

of 14, which is still, I believe, the usual limit. The epis-
copal instructions to the clergy are often very particular
andvery strict: and the address which they deliver in the
church to the young persons themselves, very solemnand;
impressive, I rememnbera bishopwho, inthe town where
he resided, had ali {heeandidates for some time before
one of his confirmations, once or twice a week at his own
hiouse, when e instructed them familiarly in the principles
of their faith.

The duty of the parochial clergy in relation to this sub-
jectis thus laid down in the Glst canon :—

« Every minister that hath care and charge of souls, for
jthe better accomplishing of the orders prescribed in"the

|

That the Bishops use their endeavours in the same be-{

(}iest bands of affection.

some of the Bishops have lately fixed at 15 or 16 instead:

(.z:)crﬂ:'at.ion o.f Mr. Laing must be.prcsumed to have r‘"’;book of common prayer concerning confirmation, shail
mislied him with an example)in which the candidates h:m:mk0 especial care that none shall be presented to the

raceived their tickets with scarcely any exainination, or,
cvar with none.

The very exaction of tickets, however, shews the pur-
pose of the ruling powers inthe church that no ill-prepar-
e candidates should pass. The prayer-book itself, in:
tuore than one place, states a certain amouut of attainment
1 rebigious knowledge, which it isto be iosisted upon
that the candidates should exhibit.  They must be mas-
tars of the creed, the Lord’s prayer and the decalogue,
with whatever tnore may be considered a3 implied in re.
quinng that they should be * further instructed in the
church eatechisin,’—a formulary which is expressly pro-
vided 28 “Ap Instruction to be learned of every person
hefore ke be brought to be Confirmed by the Bishop'—It
must beleft, I apprehend, to the judgment of the minister
t1 decide on *he degree of enlightened acquaintance with
the truths taught in the eatechism which, coupled with

*in Deamark, Sweden,Norway and Iceland,the churches
wee strictly episcopzl.  ‘The only Archbishop is in Swe-
den.  The Danish church has its deans. and archdeacons,
and ils course of Sundays afler Trinity, &c. like ourown.
Fiven thePreshyterian churches of continental Europe have
their Liturgies, forms for baptisin and marriage, &c. with
the retention of - sponsors -at baptism, and the observance
of Christmas, Easter, Passion Week, Whitsuatide, and

Ascension day, ,

bishop for hi to lay his hands upon, but such as can ren-
der an account of their. faith according to the catechism
in the said hook contained. And when the bishop shall
assign any time for the performance of {hat part of his du-
ty, every such minister shall use his best endeavours to
prepare and make able,and likewise to procure as many as
he can to be there brought, and by the bishop to be con-
firmed.”

It.was my Jot to witness not long ago in England the ex-
ecution,in a modern instance, of the duties thus laid dowa.
I was passing some days at the Rectory of a country town

‘The young peaple of the parish, chiefly belonging to the
peasantry, attended at the house in the cvening by classes,
for several weeks before the time, to be examined andin-
structed by their pastor. The confirmation took place
during iy visit ; and the orderly and reverent manner of
conducting the ceremony, in'itself most affecting and im-
pressive ; the reriousuess of deportment among the young
people, together with the excellence and suitablencss of
the address made to them by the Bishop, produced alto.
gether an effect which could hardly be supposed to be tha
of an empty show, and which strengthened the attach-

i

sons who had at one time besn greatly estranged from her.

at the time when the confirmation was close approaching.|.

mient to the church and her institutions even among per-|'

How much more satisfaction then, and how much greater
advantage, may be looked for from a general meeting of
the whole Clergy of a Province, with their Bishop at theit
head, to counsel, animate, and cheer them by his advice;
and when they may, if only for a few days, take sweet
counsel together and walk to the house of God, not only
as friends, but as brethren, bound to eack other by the ho-

Those who have been long separated, are delighted in
recognizing old faniliar faces, and find exquisite delight

inrevertingto the days of other years ; andeven an inal-
tentive observer caif’ not but perceive how sweet and ples-

1Sant a thing it is fof brethren todwell together in unity ;—

those brethren especially who are employcd in the hjghest
and holiest vocation, whose business it is to rei)rorc, re-
buke, and exhort others,—and who cun with a very poot
grace, ona -would think, intreat-their people to live toge
ther in christian-wuskity, if they themselves take no paint
to cuitivate feclings of brotherly. affection towards thos
who are engaged in' the same sacred employment witt
themselves.

Tomyself there was a peculiar pleasure afforded by the
account of the formation of the Church Society for tbt
Province of Nova Scotla, aud that it was entered into with
so much good feeling by the Laity, and with such entirt
unanimity among the Clergy.

The whole proéeedings have fumishcd an entire appros
al of the conduct of the Clergy of this Province, and whe
by.the by, if they have been somewhat condemned in tht
public prints, for assuming teo much, and even for actil
without the direction or concurrence of the Bishop, w2/
take to themselves the credit of being first and foremosti
this 1abor of love:

May the only rivalry between our societies be—whi
can accomplish the greatest amuunt of good, in dissewt
nating the truths of the Llessed Gospel, and in extendic
the influence of our beloved Church.

A PgrxspyTer of New Brusswick.

For the Colonial Churchmar.
Mecssrs. Editors, .

How happy is that country where our holy Rel
gion is taught in allits purity! How happy th
people whoare blessed with the regular ordinanc
of Religion ! What a delightful day in happy £
Jand is the Sabbath, the day of holy rest!

"My heart sickens within me when "L'réad "of 1
manner in which the Sunday is spent in all Row
Catholic and some protestant countries on the co
tinent of Europe, where the theatre and the bs
room succeed the. solemuities of the sanctuary.
But not so, thanks. be to God, ix it in our par
land! Ia the large cities what“Ulesséd opporte




