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SUPPLEMENTAL CATCH CROPS.

To bo forewarned is to be forearmad—
Certainty of poor grass this sum-
mer—Turnips, &c.—Fodder-crogs
Grain and pulse—Clovers—Rye—
Maize,&c,—~Not to graze meadows.

The advantage of planting  forage
crops, to supplement our pastures and
mesdows, cannot e 100 strongly or too
frequently insisted upon. ‘I'he peculiae
stute of the wenthey during the eardy
et of this winter will make the prac-
tice the more necessary, the land re-
ained until Lutely without its usual
profective covering of snow, and the
srass lands, especially where they have
Leen closely stazed, must have suffered
from exposure to the severe cold whicl
cocasionadly prevailed @ alternnte freez-
Dy and thawing is a mare destructive
coudition than long contimed frost. (1)
Short grass crops will necessarily  be
tiie result, and consegquently @t lack of
suffictent foesige  lor next IFall ol
wintars supply, It is fortunate that we
have the means within our power of
overcoming  this difflemlty In a great
weasure, nawmely by planting  soine
extist catelt crops. We might also, in
view ot the situation, incrense the aven
of our root crop. White turnips gzrow
vory quickly and certalnly in frialle,
well tilled soils, and. yield 6 per cont
of albuminoids. so that they are by no
means deficient  in nutritive  qualiiy.
Yelow Abendeen and Tankards grow
rapidly, keep longer, and are a little
more antritious.

These will be found very uveful for
stock in the late Summer, Fall, aud
carly winter, while swedes, manzels.
and  carrots give us a good supply
throughout the winter.

Rut now lot us turn our atfention
niore particuliarly to what ave unsually
«illed green fodder crops, to be conr
swinkd cither in a pavttally ripe <tate
or made into hay -not ripened for seed -
of these the following are the most im
portant. Vetches, being of slow growth
at first shoulkl -be sown early and on a
piece of well enriched land, ard if a
few oats are scattered amongst thom,
they will give a most valuable forage
i, cut a saall portion of daily and fexd
io the stock, which will thrive on it
famously, especially Liorses wien busily
working at the harvet. IYell pens
with o mixture of oats, barley «r rye,
also make an excellent ferage crop to
e cat and fed In a green state, while
what have not bean thus consumed can
be cut Just as the peas begin to hanlen

{1)IRoll as soon as the frost is ont of
the ground wmd the land Is not quite
dry.~Txl.

in the pod, ad cured as hay. It will
lowever be necessary o take eare that
the haulins  are well cured and  quite
free fromr molsture when stored, and o
perfeet dey place for storage should be
chosen, otherwise they will mould quick-
Iy and wi) be useless as fodder, Clover

ol only improves poor land, by its
wonderful property  of accumulating
tigozen, bhut gives two  and  evan
three  cuttings  of  excellent feed.
The Importance of growlng  clover| ™
i good quantity is sadly ovorlook-
el Al the  leguminous  plants, vet.
chies, peas, Dbenns, lucerne, sainfoin,

the clovers, are all of the greatest con-
sequence in the economie management
ol the ram,

Lacerne,or Alfalfa, is a valuable farage
piant fn localities whire it wil grow,
the roots mre peronnial, and afior the
vlants are « 2l established it will give
severl arops during the year.

‘i'he cerenl or grain crops can be made
useful for fomge purposes. Rye, if
sown early, will give a good quantity
of useful feed in the autunm, and the
tollowing spring It can be used when
quite young, green, or if cut  before
its gealnisripe, and cured, will make
dry forage, not much Inferior w “Limo-
thy hay.(D) Bavley and outs may be used
in the same manner, except that they
wmust be sown in the spring. Every
farmor should notice and study which
ot those will best guit his =0il and low.-
Lity, and not skt idly down and miss his
opportunity of growing stufl wherewith
o feed hls stock in 2t searce  season,
fustend of haviug tv buy food for them
ot let them starve as some improvident
and cruel ones have heen known to do.

indian corn is very uscful as a forage
Crap, though thare are sone who have

Prejudice agaiust it, for the want of
kuowledge and experience, for the differ-
ent Khuds of ensilage corn can be grown
in any part of the I'rovinee of Quebee,
1 saw some patelies on the Gaspé coast
st Autamn which, notwithstanding the
horthess  of their season, was fully,
zrown and sufficiently matured for for-
age,  The prejudice  in the minds  of
some is no doubt caused by their not
paying due attention to the cultivation
of ludian coan.

IPorgetting that it is a l:u‘-,_:c-;:m)\'ing
wopical plant, they sow it broadeast
thickly and then it is wot much better
for fodder than reeds or rushes. Now,
it it is to yield a satlsfactory aop, it
rmust be planted at such  a distaxe
apart as to allow each plant to got. all
the alr, sunlight and molsture it re-
quires for its proper development, and
then it will produce an abundance of
rich luxunant leaves, sueculenpt stes,
and nutritious ears. IZven if no ensilage
Is made, this whl be found an excellent
crep to cut and feed out to the cattle as
soon as the pastures begin to fail and
tkroughout the Autumu ; by its use we
cant keep our cows thriving and mitk-
tuz well and fu good condition to go
tno their winter quarters, and although
its nutritive ~ratio is not so great as
cther cropg, the abundance which will
tie protuced on an aete of propecly il
tivated corn will compensate ‘for this.
[ remember somotune sinee secing an
anedote which is so appropriate to this
subjeet  that T intendd  to quote it al-
though it may Le “A chestnut” to
sQc.

A farmner's son, who was not very in-
dustrlons, conceived the iden that
preaching would be easlier than farming.
There was a conference of the Preshy-
terian Ohurch Letng Lield, so the young
man went to the conference leader and
10ld him he thought he bhad had a eall to

(1) Doubtrul—Rad:

the ministry and songht his advice.
‘I'ne leader belng rather doubiful of his
real motives, 1}3](0(] him how he knew
this 7 He veplied after a Htlle hesliatlon,
that he had dreammed that he saw a
Lrge ving of tire in the sky In the centre

of which were the letters P € he
sald he coustrued this to mean ¢ Pres.

by torian Conference ; e e his visit.I'he
leader knowling hix proelivities replied :
“ My dear young man, you never
made a greater mistake, those lottens
“ meant. “Plant Corn . I have thought
often that if some of our cardless tdif-
feent to thale own Interest, or prefjudie-
od farmers could have the “1*.(C.” vision
and interpret it as Aid the Presbytertan
Invine at a time like this, when seas-
city  threatens thamw, it would be a
blessing to themselves and to the poor
dwnb animals {n their cive if they re-
sarded the agmonition.

P. S—Another great advantage of
having an abuudahce of forage during
it osearee season Is that it will save us
the temptatica of turning out our
stock to graze our memwdows after mow-
ing; a most pernicious practice.especially
In this climate, where the proteetion of
the aftermath for the roots of the
grass in wintar 18 of such great tinpor-
tance,

GEORGE MOORE.

‘'lien, how do the closely mown lawns
iit Sherbrooke street,Montreal, retain
their verdure ? Never graze timothy, on
account of its bulbous habit of growth,
but as to other grasses, clovers, ete., we
o not think feeding thom off in the
fall is likely to do much havm. Orchard
wrass certainly does not suffer by it
--kd. -

IN COMPETITION—~MONTREAL
EXHIBITION.
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First prize, Exhibition, Montreal, 1S9¢6.

ON THE BBEST METHOD FOR THE
DESTRUCTION OF \WERDS,

The weeds of this Province are
chiefly Wild vetches, Wild wustard,
Wild “Buckwheat, Nettles, Barngrass,
Hturdocks, Thistles and Daisles. These
belng  the best Known, 1 will confine
myself to thelr consideration.

1 advance upon the theory that the
reason that weeds continue upon the
land, is because ey are allowed to
seed. ‘That the seed is ploughed into, or
othierwise buried (n the soil. That near
the top of the ground the seeds grow.
‘hat underneath that certain depih,
they germinate, but so fecbly, that they
cannot take root. Underneath that
again they decay. DBut at a certaln
depth, they remain preserved intact,
und ready for their duties, when
brought sufficiently near the surface;
these different results being caused by
the different amounts of air, heat. cte.,
coming into contact with the sceds, st
the different depths.

3very farmer of experience has seen
a meadow clean of weeds, which
when ploughed, was soon covered with
a thick mass of nettles, barngrass.
and other weeds, the only explanation
heing, that these belng of early matw-
rity, dropped their sceds Lefore the
ficld was harvested, the next plough-
tug buried the seed,.deep in the ground,
and the last ploughing brought them
to the surface. Thus, If I am right ?
ull the weeds would soon be destroyed
if they were not allowed to sced. All
the weeds T have mentloned excopt
Burdock and wewds of that kind re-
quire the same treatinent as the Daisy.
T will treat ef it, and that will include



