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LESSON II.—OCTOBER 12.

Crossing the Jordan.

Josh iii., 9-4:7. Commit vs. 15-17. Read
Jesh. iii., 1-5:12.

Golden Text.

‘When thou passest through the waters
I will be with thee, and through the riv-
ers, they shall not overflow thee,’—Isa.
xliii., 2,

Home Readings.

Monday, Oct. 6.—Josh. iii., 1-13.
Tuesday, Oct. 7.—Josh. iii.,, 14-4: 7
‘Wednesday, Oct. 8.—Josh. iv., 8-18.
'J.‘.h_umsday, Oct. 9.—2 Kings ii., 1-14.
Friday, Oct. 10.—Psa. Ixxviii.,, 1-16,
Eaturday, Oct. 11.—Psa. cxiv..
8unday, Oct. 12.—Isa. xliii., 1-11.

Beail

Lesson Text.

(9) And Joshua said unto the children
of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words
of the Lord your God. (10) And Joshua
said, Hereby ye shall know that the liv-
ing God dis among you, and that he will
without fail drive out from before you
the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the
Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the Ginga-
shites, and the Amorites, and the Jebu-
sites. (11) Behold, the ark of the coven-
ant of the Lord of all the earth passeth
over before you into Jordan. (12) Now
therefore take you twelve men out of the
tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man,
(13) And it shall come to pass, as soon as
the soles of the feet of the priests that
bearthearkufth.e]’.ond,'tﬂzemmdotan
the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jor-
dan, that the waters of Jordan shall be
cut off, from the waters that come down
from above; and they shall stand upon a
heap. (14) And it came to pass, when the
people removed from their  tents, to
over Jordan, and the priests bearing the
ark of the covenant before the people; (15)
And as they that bare the ark were come

his banks all the time of harvest,) (16)
That the waters which came down from
above stood and rose up upon a heap very
far from the city Adam, that is beside
Zareton; and those that came down to-
ward the sea of the plain, even the salt
sea, failed, and were cut off: and the peo-
ple passed o right against Jericho.
(17) And gxf*iﬁ:thutbam'bhe ark of

:

Condensed from Pelonbet’s
Notes.

The children of Israel were encamped on
a broad fertile plain on the eastern or
Moabite side of the Jordan, about one
hundred and fifty feet above the usual
level of the Jordan, with the mountains
of Moab behind them amd the flooded riv-
er before them, with Jericho six or seven
miles distant from the river on the other
side. The plain where they were encamp-
ed was from five to seven miles wide, Ac-
cording to the last cemsus (Num. xxvi.,
51) there were. 601,730 . men from twenty
years old and upward, implying a total
population of over two million. That the
numbers were large is certain from the

fears they awakened in the inhabitants,
who would not have been so troubled by
a small band. EEe, :

The great depression of this region,

more than a thousand feet below the level
of the Mediterranean, and shut in by
mountains, gave it a tropical climate and
exuberant fertility. Gardens were num-
erous and palm trees flourished. During
the winter season ‘the elimate is as lovely
as could be desired. The air is soft and
mild, and green fields are on every hand.
. . I suppose the Israelites came down
from the mountains of Moab to enjoy the
winter on the Shittim plain, cowvered, as
it then was, with a rank growth of tropi-
cal vegetation. The abundance of fresh
water at their command, the grass and
flowers, the mild air, must have filled
them with delight after their rough expe-
rience in the desert. .

It would have been difficult anywhere
to have found a land more perfectly adapt-
ed for the purpose of training a nation in
the true religion than was Palestine. It
was defended and sheltered by the Jor-
dan on the east, and further to the east
by a great desert, by mountains on the
north, by the Mediterranean on the west,
and by deserts on the south. Moreover, it
was situated on a highway between the
two great nations of the world, neither
of which would want the other to possess
it. Thus shut in there would e an oppor-
tunity to train and discipline the nation,
till the great truths it stood for could be
wrought indelibly into their nature.

(9) Hear the words of the Lord ycur
God. Their taking possession of the land
was according to the divine will. What
right had the Israelites to drive out and
dispossess the inhabitants? Their de-
struction is always presemted in Scripture
as a judgment of God semt on them be-
cause of their wickedness. ‘The heathen-
ism of Palestine and Syria was so foul
and degrading that there is no State, even
at this time, which would not put it down,
if necessary, by the severest pemalties.
Its spread to Rome was bewailed fifteen
hundred years later by the satirists of the
day, as a calamity marking the utter de-
cay of the times.’—Geikie. Nor did they
sin thus through ignoramce. « They were
not a savage race, but among the more
cultivated ones of the time. They had
commerce, coined momey, iron chariots,
probably books. If God had not destroy-
ed them they would have destroyed them-
selves by their owm corruption, but not
till they had injured many others by their
example and influence. This very ide-
struction was more merciful than would
have been the sufferings which would nat-
urally flow from their character and con-
duct. What the Israelites did was not
for themselves alonme. ‘If the Jews had
failed, the world would have been lost.
The true religion would have vanished,
the mission of Christ would have bheen im-
possible. In gjthese contests, on the fate
of one of these nations of Palestine, the
happiness of the human race depended.’—
Stanley.

V. 11, Behold, the ark . . of the
YTord of all the earth, who, therefore, has
the right and the power to give them the
land. ‘Passeth over before you,’ to lead
you, to make the way for you, to prove
that it is safe for you to follow, to show
that the power and the victory are from
God, V. 12. Now therefore take you
twelve men, to bring memorial stones
from the river bed, as described later, on.
Out of every tribe a man, so that each
tribe should be represented, and each feel
a common interest in the event. No one
tribe should have an advantage over the
others. V. 18. And it shall come to pass.
This verse is the promise of what is de-
scribed in v. 16, as fulfilled. V. 14. First
came the priests bearing the Ark of the
Covenant, the symbol of God’s
with them. It is no the pillar of
cloud and fire, but the ark that now guides
them. V. 15. This season of high water
was wisely chosen; for (1) the miracle
was the more stupendous and impressive
to the Israelites. (8) It insvired
enemies with greater terror. They wo
see in it the marvellous power of God.

(8) Those enemies, had the crossing been

attempted when the water was low, would

have appeared upon the opposite shores
to annoy the Israelites. Why, them, did
they not dispute it upon the present oc-
casion? The answer {is simple. They
trusted to the swollen river, which they
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knew no army could cross. (4) The cross-
ing in harvest was also providentially or-
dered with reference to the food of the
people; they entered the land when it
yielded abundance (see Josh. v., 11, 12).
V. 10. The OCansanites were, strictly
speaking, the lowlanders, who inhabited
the lower tracts of Palestine. V. 16. The
waters rose up upon an heap very
far from the city Adam. The true mean-
ing is expressed by the R. V., ‘Rose up in
one heap, a great way off, at Adam, the
city that is beside Zarethan.” That is, in
some way, by direct miraculous power, or
by some means, the waters were dammed
up there long enough for the people to
pass over the Jordan. City Adam, that
is beside Zarethan. Probably at the an-
cient bridge @t the Damieh ford, fifteen or
twenty miles above the encampment of the
Israelites. At this place the river is nar-
row and flows between two ridges of
mountaing on either side, which here ai-
most meet, which seems the most suitable
point for damming up the river. If in
any way the river was dammed up at this
narrow gorge, the waters would accumu-
late above the dam, and form a great lake
extending far up the river, while the wa-
ters below would all flow away into the
Dead Sea, leaving the bed of the river
comparatively dry. And this would comn-
tinue till the mass of water above had be-
come so great as to break through the ob-
stacie. ‘In A. D. 1287, whilst the bridge
at Jisr Damieh (or Adam) was being re-
paired, a land-slip, some miles above,
dammed up the Jordan for several hours,
and the bed of the river below was left
dry, the water being drained cff to the
Dead Sea. What occurred six hundred
and fifty years ago, by what we call nat-
ural causes, may well have occurred three
thousand years before, timed by divine in-
terposition.’—Camon Tristram.

V. 17. And the priests that bare the ark.
When they touched the water the stream
subsided, and they bore the ark into the
middle of the river bed, amd there stood

“firm on dry ground, with good footing

and without flinching from. fear of the
waters rushing upon them from above.
This required no little faith. The priests
were about three-fifths of a mile up
stream above the people, and were thus
seen by all; and their faith encouraged
tha people to venture into the bed of the
river. And all the Israelites passed over
on dry ground. Probably at different
paints, over a wide space. They were
now fairly standing upon the Promised
Land, on the eve of conquest, and after
that, of rest. ‘The ark stood above, The
army passed below. The women and chil-
dren, according to the Jewish traditions,
were placed in the centre, from the fear
lest they should 'be swept away by the
violence of the current. The host, at dif-
feremt points probably, rushed across. The
priests remained motionless, their feet
sunk in the deep mud of the river.’—Stan-
ley, Jewish Church. Thus the whole peo-
ple crossed in safety, in a very few hours,
and stood for the first time in their new
home. They encamped at Gilgal. Themn
the river returned to its wusmal course.
There was no retreat now. It was vie-
tory or death.

C. E. Topic.
Sunday, Oct. 12.—Topic—Fruitful or
fruitless. John xv., 1-8, 16; Mark xi.,
12-14.

Junior C. E. Topic.
THE WIDOW’S OIL.
Monday, Oct. 6.—Fear God. 2 Kings iv.,
1 :

.Tuasd&y, Oct. 7.—Use what you have.
2 Kings iv., 2.

Wednesday, Oct. 8.—Expect great bless-
ings. 2 Kings iv., 8.

Thursday, Oct. 9.—Believe God’s prom-
ises. 2 Kings iv,, 5. i

Friday, Oct. 10.—God’s gifts are over-
flowing. 2

2 Kings iv., 6.
Saturday, Oct. 11.—God rewards the
faithful. 2 Kings iv., 7.

Sunday, Oct. 12.—Topic—0ld Testament
b s g
ofl. 2 Kings tv., 1.7. =




