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that, littie as .Astyrius had been
absent from his friend's sick-hed,
during " that absence lieliad made
a furtlier acquaintance with the
elderly man whom the had met
on the mountain. fie was a
Christian, as the Roman senator
had discovered. fie and his wife
Miriam, quite a young woman,i
were converted Jews, and al-
thougli puor and despised were
steadfast in the Christian f aitli.
The first day of the week after
the adventure,on Hermo>n, Asty-
ris met them again, as umder
the escort of Marcus lie was re-
turning very early in .thei ornl-
ing from a cavern amngst the
his, wliere the true be-
lievers met in secret for
fear of the heatlien,, 80

uncertain was the safety
of Christian# 1in those

man, that 1 should lfind ini you a 1ened Up witli the llght of reason; pieid fearing that it miglit
felow-servant in Christ." lie snatclied lis baud fromn his bgrat Pan and bis nymplis she

IlMy lieart rejoices at linding mother, and pieking up a pebble fled. breathiess, nor halted tüli she
that even in this terrihly heathen frorn the ground flung it at the fell at my fee4 on our cottage
place there are ýso many to be ar building. L t was ranch too far floot. Soon after lier son was
witness to the faith. How dif- for his feeble liand to send it, nor boru, but ever since lie coula
ferent our use of this temple, of indeed could he tlirow straiglit, walk heoliath been drawn toward
nature and that of the heathen at but his mother seized. bis hand ini this Pau temple, yet with a sort
the lPan grotto !" said'Astyrius. terror, and sliaking lier liead tried of rage, since lie knows, but

Miriam sliuddered slightly, and to show the boy thýt lie must not kno ws not why,his inother dreads
drew the boy's liand closer in lier go near the temp)le. Evidértly the cave."
own; botth Astyrîus aii.d Pudens lie understood more thani miglit But you do not fear Pan
marked tlie action. The latter have been expected, for lie beg7aiî now?" said Astyrius, turning te-
said,- somne uncouth gestttres, maeanit to ward Miriam "you were weary

"My wife lias ianly fears about imitate th~e grotesque figures of that day, and surely it was but a
the grotto, most excellent Roman; P'an whicli le had seeni, whist party of grape-gleaners wliom
she, fears that somne misfortune with lis lingers lie pretenided to you saw in tlie dusk ?"
-,%,Il corne upon us tlirougli it." bon o a pipe. These strange "I do not know about thaf,

most excellent Roman,"
said Miriam, thiily;

tliev seemed to me nio
human forms : but what
they were I know not,
and thiougli I believe
not ini Pan as a god, yet
is my fear of him and
bis priests still great.
Once I was at a sacrifice
iiitle grotto. I was hut
a young maiden then,
and with others I had
gene tolangmywreaths
up in lis temple, and it
was the day of the sacri-
fice. There were lights
burning outside the grot-
to, and tliey tbrew
strange shadows into
the cave, till oue could
almost fancy there rose
up dark forms from the
black water.- Then the
prieste drew near and
threw in the vicira
bound liand aud foot;
hi8s shriek lastill in 1mY
ears, and the sonlgs
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