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instance, the quantity of lands they asked for each band amounted
to three townships per Indian, and included the greater part of the
settled portions of the provinees, and in some other respects their
demands were equally absurd. But by means of patience, firm-
ness, and mutual concessions, they were finally prevailed upon to
accept the following terms, which widh variations to suit altered
conditions were adopted in all other treaties. [for the cession of
the country described in the treaty, and comprising the Province
of Manitoba and certain country to the north-west thereof, each
Indian was to receive a sum of three dollars a year in perpetuity.*
and a reserve was to be set apart for each band of sufficient size
to allow one hundred and sixty aci.s to each family of five per-
sons, or in like proportion as each family might be greater or less
than five. Aseach Indian settled down on his share of the reserve,
and commenced the cultivation of his land, he was to receivea
plough and a harrow. Each chief was to receive a cow, and a
pair of smaller kinds of farm stock. There was to be a bull for the
general use of each reserve. In addition to this each chief wastw
receive a dress, a flag, and a medal as marks of distinction, and
also a buggy or light spring waggon. Finally,a gratuity of three
dollars apiece to cover all claims for the past was thrown in, and
the bargain completed.

In the following month a second treaty, almost precisely similar
in terms, was easily effected at Manitoba Post, whereby a tract of
country three times as large as the Provinee of Manitoba was sur-
rendercd by the Indians to the Crown. That the confidence of
Commissioner Thompson, whose tact and knowledge contributed
largely to the success of this treaty, in the good faith of Her
Majesty’s new subjects was not misplaced, was finely illustrated
during Riel’s rebellion in 1885, when the utmost efforts of the
half-breeds were able to induce but a mere handful out of the
many thousand Indians within range to join them in their insane
attempt against the peace of the realm. Had the Indians gener-
ally taken up the tomahawk, as the Metis counted upon their
doing, nothing ceuld have prevented such a storm of fire and
blood sweeping across the fertile prairies as would have filled
the world with horror. But the vast majority held true to their
allegiance, and a most terrible calamity was happily averted.

The work of treaty-making went swiftly, if not always smoothly,
on until by the conclusion of the North-West Angle Treaty with
the Objibbeway Indians, of Treaties number Four, Five, and Six

* These terms were subsequently increased from three to tive dollas
with the additional annuity of twenty dollars tv each chief and head-man.
four head-men being allowed to each tribe. ‘



