
56 The Methodliet Magazine.

hrokeii sIAl to kîîow~ that Shakespe~are, with ail lils genius, is flot
superior to Il the nattural touches " of ou hiunanity. This i nly
touchi of love, pure? passioriate, liunian, revea-ls the man tolus,
softeiinig as by a, coloured eIons, the tierce Rille of his genius. In
thc wordls of his owui Ringr Henry: "lI think the King is but a mian,
as 1 in: the violet siincll-; to irni, as it (lotîl to m1e; ail his minses
limve but buianl colnditions: lus cerernonies laid by, iii his naked-
ne'is lîe appears3 but a îuîanî; and thougli his affections are higlier
Ilnoulnted than ors yct, wlhen they stoop, tliey stoop withi the like

Sixteeni vears froin the date of his mnarriage we catchi anotiier
gIliiîu)s( of oui- Apparition. H-e ie now a mian of' thirty-four, in
the verv becy-day of his failne and fortune iii London, liaving just

ri tteii Rèiclid 111., TJh/e Mfer-cant q tné, Kiny John, and
()th(r llis; and1( is per Paps engaged upon his "lSugared Sonniets,"
of ail lus works the inost dioraîici of bis muiier soul, and whiell ho
liiimself calîs «l thc duib presagers of his speaking breast; " wi)eu
two incidents occur of great hioguaphical value.

li the Slîa-.keslpea-rc Museuin at Stratford is preserved a preclous
relie, in the forn of ýa letter----thie onlv one extant addressed to

haeeae-brigdate, October 25th, 1598, and signied by one
Richard Quincev, a feýllow-towuîsimanii, requ-sting- the lan of £30,
mid eouchie( ilu ternis cxpressing iînplicit faitlî iii the generosity
of the mnan to whoîn the appeal is inade. To say the least, this
letter speaks volumes for the reputation iii wli the great dra-
nîatist miuet ha-.ve been hcldi for generous qualities of ieart, and
serves as a footlighit sIiowiuig liiuî Up to botter viewv as lie flits
across the stage.

To the sainec efféect je anuothuer fragment of historv, if history it
eau bc called.

li the veau 1571, .Jolîuu Shakespeare, fatmer of our poet, is a muan
iiu affluent circuistances, being lîigli bailiff and chief aldermnan
of Stra-tford. But, eleven vear-s later, lie lias suffered a reverse of
fortune, having iiiortgraoed his landed property, and fearing arrest
for debt. And yet, four yoaus later still, viz., l 1596, lie je found
agtain in affluent circuimstauices, and even applying to the Herald's
Colleg,,e for a coat-of-airms on the ground, ainong other elaimis, of
officiai dignity and ample neans. Now, whiat bias brought about
th is happy change of fortune ? "lThere can be but one solution,"
sa vs Mr. Wise, i-n a charming little brochur-e on Shakespeare, 14and
that is, lies son Williami ias now prospering and lielped him."'
Our Apparition thus steals to, the front, or rather stands in the
siadow, a mani of geneieous impulses and filial, dutiful affection.


