9 THE CANADIAN MISSIONARY LINK.

FFunds are already in the hands of those who are
God's appointed stewards suflicient {0 send  every
nussionary who ought to go, and evangehze every
people as Yot unceached by the gospel. Why, then,
does not money flow in a steady stream into the
treasury of the Lord, until there is enongh and 10
spare?  ‘There 18 only oneanswer: God's people
are weak w faith.  They hnve not vet misen to that
height of daring confidence in God to which this
Phauntcian proselyte attained. under and  less
lnminous  digpensation of God's trnth and Jove.
We, who have seen the glory of God my the face of
Jesus Chnst. ace actunlly behind many to whom
that sight was never given i the confidence of our
fuith. 1n our congecration, i our gpiritunhity. We
prefer onrselves as creditors Mour accounting with
God. We muost take ecare of “number one.
whether God's prophet s eaved for or not
When we are not wholly selfish in our admunstra
tfon of our subswance, we are Ul ealeulntimg,
overshrewd.  The lesson taught us by the Zareptan
widow is the lesson of a wise daring o the sur
render of what, unless God were, and were true, it
would be the rankest folly o give.

The money  question ia, after all. a spirtaal
question so fur as missions mie concerned. Phe
question of linance. also, 1 a4 question of the Holy
Ghost.  Given Pentecostal blessing, and Pentecas
tal consecration of property will follow.  No one
but the Holy Spirit ean overcome the natural and
mgrained avarice of some of the wembers of aur
churches.  No one but the Holy Spirit ean mene
souls 1o that degree of faith which will lead them
to set at defiance the dictates of selfishuess, the
maxims of worldly policy, the suggestione of over
cautious prudence. If we are to dare for Jesus as
He deserves, in the surrender of our substance. our
minds must be illumined, nur hearts mflamed, our
wills impelled by the unselfish Spirit, part of whose
glory as a divine Person ia, that-He prefers the
Son to Himaelf in His adminiatration of 1is own
powers, in the manifestation of His own life.

What, finally, of the issue to which this widow's
testing came ?  The sacrifice made wag abundant-
ly rewarded. As Bishop Hall says, once more :—

* Happy was it for this widow that she did not
shut her hand to this man of God: that she was
so niggard of her last handful.  Never corn or ol
did so0 inerease in growhg, as here in cansuming.
Tiis barrel, this eruse of hers, had no  hottom.
The barrel of meal wasted not, the cruxe of o
failed not. Behald! not gettimg, not saving. 1«
the way to abundance, but giving. The mercy of
onr Gad erowns our beneficence with the blessing of
store.  Who can fear want by a merciful liberality
when he sees the Zarepian had famished if she hed
not given, and by giving abounded ? ™

Here, theu, is our third leason :  God rewards
the faith of Hia prophets and their supporters by
gifte which enlarge atill further the disposition to-
wards its exercise. * There is thdt scattereth

and yet inereasoth.”  ** Give, and it shall be given
whio you. good mensure, pressed down. shuken to
pether, running over.”  God delights to meet faith
with sapernntural response, to bestow upon it altra
natura) reward.  She who gave neadie when she
wik shont to starve, and preferred God's prophet to
herself and her son, found that God would not
leave her without a witness of His power and love
in another and even darker extrennty, She who
pim-ln& herself and her son for the kingdom  of
God, received her son back agmin froan the dead.
at the prophet’s hand.

TSI there as reason to expect the Bihnent of
Madnehr's prophecy s Bring ve all the nitheamto
the storehouse,  that there mway be meat momy
house, nnd prove me now herewith, suath the Tord
of Hostso af 1 will not open unto yon the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blesaing

that  there shndl not he  romun enonght to e
cerve So that the comverse of what wax b
fore saud as true. The way 1 seenre a new
Pentecost s Lo enlarge onr wifts. Those of o

who are nany degree partakers of the Spirit of
Power. st put God to the proof for a wuler.
lnvger  blessing.  If we expeet Hun o grant us,
for the sake of the chureh vet anconseerate and
the world unsaved. sonte new and surprising e
cessof spreitusl power, we st manke to i
some  densonstration of cur finth, darmg s
hernism,  splendid 1 its mensure, uneslealating
it generous demal of self.  Arewe ready to doat
Shall  the centenmal of modern mssions far
nish the oceasion ?

THE CONTRAST.

v STORY FOR WoMEN

O CONTRASTS are more stoking than those
N which desenibe the condiion of women an the
heathen and in Christian countries.
The Religsous Herald thus speaks of women
China, India and Japan : * ‘They carsy coal in baskets
for the supply of steamboats lying 11 the hairbor; they
carry bagygage and heavy loads of merchandise on
their heads: they gather offal and remove sewerage
from the open streets of great cines; they creep ' mud
and water six inches deep, pulling up the weeds be
1ween rows of rice in the paddy ficlds, and breathing
the odors of sewerage with which the gram s watered
from the town.  They even carry strong men in < haigs
supported by bambao pales resting on their shoulders
They chmb, panting for breath, under such burdens,
up the sieep sides of mountains and receive a small
string of capper cash for the hard service.”

The condition of women among some of onr still say
age Indian tribes1s no better. There she 1» counted,
and called “a dog,” she 15 a beast of burden: she most
build, plant, she must walk carrving a load of blankets
while her lord and master proudly ndes his pony, she
mav not sit at his table, although required to prepare
the meal, but she must take the remnants with the dogs
whén he has finished.

Christian woman, “who maketh thee to differ” from
these? And what art thou Jomng to give others tha
Gospel which has done so much for thee.



