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THE Pﬁd;é?jﬁz'&f’? O PREEMASONRY.
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Por o long fifteen yoors, thoGrand
Todgo of Qushes has: tricd poaceful
meastres, cnd tHe only snd: Tisy re-
gort, wag the promuljation of the
efliot severing intercourse with them.

Non-intérconrse, is an aot that
ghould only beresoried to-gs o last
vesott, I Ruow thatthe Grand Lodge
of Qhehics very reluctantly issued that
ediot; but “patience had ceased to be
& virtts,” and they issued it to pro-
tdot their logitimiate rights, preroga.
tivas and privileges, and in this case,
non-infercourse i8 a thousand times
preferablo to concurrent jurisdiotion
with & body that openly, maliciously,
and knowingly defies the Grand
Yodge of Quebec, within her own
jurisdiction. The ediot: has been
issued; it 1s enforced, and the Grand
Tiodge of Quebes asserts her right to
be and remain exclusive within her
own limits.

She now asks the Grand Liodges of
the United States to assist her in her
endeavors to maintain the dogme of
Grand Liodge Sovereignty. Shall she
have that assistance? I frust she
may, and that the time is near af
hand when she.can truly say, that
she slone has exclusive jurisdiction
within her own territorial limits.

THE PROSPERITY OF MASONRY,

We offen speak of the prosperity
of Freemsasonry, or of the prosperity
of this or that Masonie body, bat do
we always have a clear ides of where-
in prosperity consists? Words some-
times misrepresent facts, and that
which we term prosperity may be, at
times, a delusion and & snare. In-
deed, it not unfrequently happens ]
that popular notions are wrong—the
voice of the people being anything
but the voice of God. In what, then,
doss prosperity consist?

Doas it consist in great numbers?
If it doss, there can be no doubt of
the prosperity of Masonry to-day. It
never was so ypopular. The Craft
was never so orowded. Both Liodges

abd year by yénr the ntmbor of Fres-
magons i tHe world iy stendily and
Iergely inordasing. Buf, rovembde
this, in gréat eizé thers is aliwvays
great daiiger. Grogstiess is disease
It istho thin iy that has length of
days, while the stont mdn goes luxhe
bering alotig, snd fallsbefore his time.
So, preat nations are alvays un-
wieldy, and" fheir unmianagesbla siza
often is their ruin, We should nof
expect Freeniasonry to be any excep~
tion to this often-proved principle.
Too great numbers in the Fraternity
‘may natarally promote its disruption
and destruction. Do not let us, them,
regard the numericsl growth of the
-Craft as proof positive of its prosper-
ity, since far from being so, it may.
betoken its decline and fall. Thereig
all the differende in the tvorld batween
s healthy growth and a rapid one.
The black ball is the safeguard of
Freomasonry in this respect, and
wherever & seotion of the Oraft “lets
down the bars,” and requires {wo oxr
three black-balls to rejest, it places &
premium upon insufficieney, and in-
troduces into the Brotherhood ela-
ments which may work its ruin. Leb
us not he led astray by the easy be-
lief that & great npmber of initintes i
proof of the Craft’s prosperity, for o
do so may be to'déceive ourselves, and
to invite adversity.

Does it consist in great wealth?
Excees in wealth, no less than excess
in numbers, betokens enérvation, and
induces destraction. It puffs up, and
pride goeth befors a fall. Noi only
are a'l men and all societies liable to
failui¢ 1rom this cause, but no matter
what their firsb principles may have
*been, great wealth is almost certain
to causé them'to override those prin-
ciples. The history of monarchism
affords a striking example of this, as
also does 'that of the medimval
Knights Templar. In their origin
the monastic ordérs were pure and of
.good report, but when they came to
own helf thé country where theit do-
‘mains existed, dividing it practivally

and Grand Lodges are multiplying

between themselves and royalty, theit



