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THE BISHOP OF TOROATO ON CHURCH PRISCIFLES.
FROM iy LORDSHIF'S RECENT CRARGE,

In regard fo ge‘omnpoeul forme of proyer, it is frequently oljected thet
they are ol eo it for devotional purposes ax unpremeditated supplioations,
and that the first christinns mentioned in Scriplure trayed extemnporans
consip.  To this we teply, that forms of prayer were common emong the
Jews, that ove Lord himeelf sopplied hia disciples with a form of rrayer
expressed in & plural number, s therclore intended for joint worship,

That forms of prayer wers used in the primitive Church ae far back ae
we have any ncenrate informnation, ja manifest from coclesinstioal histary,
And this at least Is sufficlent to prove that forma of prayer are not unlaw(ul,
and that the members of cur Chutchmay withsafe consciences conform to
ter rule on the enlgect, 1L may forther be ubserred that in these dnys we
tiave not the gifta of the ajdril equal to thoss in the deys of the apoetles,
and that 1t {s rach and presumptoons for us te ponr culour owd unpremedilat-
ed theughta, rather than Lo trnel ton forma cereflully and wisely construete *
by holy aord wise men, in words which suit the general condition of worship-
pere,  Ttierurely much aafer and more reverential Lo depend on ita necuracy.
than to be exposed Lo the feelings, fancies, and infirmities of men, soinetimes
the moet ignorant snd infatuated, who utter in thele prayers such estravagan-
cies and follien o are shocking to all enlightened chiristiana, and highly offen:
sive 10 the Savirur, whom they pretend to worship,

It it also be remembered, that cur Lord has given especial assunwce
of & grecious hearing to n{oinl prayer of thoss who shall agres tagether,
touching something they shall ask in Mis name,  Now it s imporsible for
oninspired men to agrea together in a prayer offered up hy one of thet

they know nouu‘mg of it belorehand, or have tolearn what the prayer ix,
word by word av il Is pronuunced,
lat any one, with true devetion of heart, attend vut Ohurch for une

Sunday, and fullow the scrvice with honest atlentlon as it proccede, snd
he wiif find it scriptural, apiritusl, and practioal.  What part of Uie counsel
of God, which has been revealed for the ulmt!on of mnn, is not there to be
fonnd§  Confession, prayer, intercestion, the divinely Instituled sacraments
uf Uaptism and the Tond's supper.  Tn truth, all that thomost hons and best
infermed christian can Juok for, whether in the way of bisduly, or his
accanional devotion, will be foond in that treasure of religious services, the
Common U'ryet Took , mrranged in the most beantiful order of ruccersion,
and expreesed fn such: n solemn, devotional, lucid and barmonious style
of composition, ax can hardly be paralicled.  ‘The objection na te reading
the prayers nrises genctally from ignorance or coldness; fur & man may
deliver & prayer, shen the words are printed befure him, ns if they came
from his own fuspired finagination, or were the sole dictates of his own
devciion, .

The abuses of prayin, cxlcmﬁmmmpl} are v minny, that 1 shail only
nolico tha pan S:!r apecimen, a parting commaud of our Lord to Uis
people was that they should lcve one another s and there can be o tnote
oatural expression n{ their mutual love than interoession for ench other at
the throne of their common Father, Intercessory prayer, therefore, forma

Wblic devotions of the Church, Yet, when an
ublicly to ask Qod to forgive other people’s sins,
there is great danger lest bin Fluyer degeneinte Into vbliquo invoctivo to
confute or sanoy those who differ from him in opinion, or siok ivto the
Phnriswe's prayer: Qud, T thank Thee that Lam not as other men,  Surely,
then, we are justified in preferring written lorms to extemporancous prayer,
and indeed, weitten forme liava been and will often be found to be casentinl
to the cmnt{numco of the true faith. )

The principles of Calvin, once thought e ‘nrc‘c)ouu in Geneva, were
repiaced by Socinisniom ; the sauio thing happencd with some of the Irish and
English snd Atnerican Presbyterians and Congregationaliste, after they
hmT unfurtuaately dispensed with written formns of praycr. .Now e
evident that no such results could have happened, hind such wiitten forms
heen retained. A ealulster of our Church cannot keep back the leading
doctrines of the Gospol. Ha mny indeed lavo them out in hls acrmone,
Jrapping them one by vne.  But they still temain in the prayers, and his

unfaithfulness nny be curod
sucCenIOr. . .

With respect to the reviston of the Prayer Book, which has for sometime
past sgitated tho mother Church, In which we are as deeply interested ns
our Lrothren in England, I rejoice toinform you that tho question hins been
lully debated und decidod against its promoters, 1f thoy hiad merely asked
fur tho chango of vbsolets words and expressions, if any such thero be, and
a simplification of soine of the Rubrics, which scem to contlict, or some
Improved arpangement of tho services, they might have reccived some
countenatice. But this wes not thele abject, they almed ot the most
important doctrinal chan zes, attempting, for instance, by nn usseriptural and
delusivo theory to reduce the doctring of Holy Baptisnl to an empty form,
Thus placing our Chutch in the dilemunn of having uo doctrine st all
rerpecting Holy Baptism, &c.  The members of our Church gonerally, both
tay and clericaf, fecl that pussessing such a treasure of truth as wo have in
the Buok of Common Praycr, and which amidet our minor differences,

rescots such a boud of uulon, and also kuowing what lively affection is
Felt by ricl aud_poor, young and old, learued and unleamned, for that
inestimable inheritance which we have reccived from our forefathers in the
faith, we sbould, in attenpting to improve it, ba running the most fearful
tisk, altogether disproportiovate to any advantage that can possibly be
obtained,

Let us, theu, my Lrethren,

a common part of the
fnitiscreet nian nrises

enve tothe Book of Commen Prayer, avd
steadfasaly refuse to favour any proposals for cbange iu the ull{ hopo that
womuay remove some trfliug incunveniences, and still prescrve for it all our
reverence aud Jove. If wo 4;”;1(‘1:0 }x‘giu lg chauge whi:lmmwﬁ wig ;::&: oI!
foresee an ravation of difficullies srising as we.

iniwliou,uu?lggvcnlunlly the disruption of the Clurch of Engl.od. Tbe
debate was conducted with much couxte:f snd candour, although it pre-
sented only a small section of the Church contending for cbanges, which,
it adopted, would in a short time bave accom lished ber total destruction.
And it givesn noblo specimon of the forbearing dizuity of the House of
Lords, that & measure involviog objects of such iuestimable valuo to millions
should be discussed with good temper and ealm moderation, Wheo the
sgitation for the revision of tho Prayer Book first commenced, it seemed to

by the tnthfulness and enurgy of a conscientious | P
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be & dexire of ite friends 1o limit themselves to & mera abridzement of the
length of the setvice and avoidagoe of repriitimas tut when its anble
mover brought up the petition in the Houss of fasrdy for cousideration, it
appeared that he would be content with nothing tess than s undefined
dogtriust alteration of all onr formularica, 1s it, then, tr e wondered al,
that not a »ingle member of the eplscopal Bench ruppmied the metion, snd
that the nonconcurrence of the Clergs war prave:d by tha fact th=y fen
thousani] bl sigoed « Jeclaeatiom nzninat it? " The Archbishop of Canters
burg, with that mildncsa for which he har alwaye been complenons,
apposed the motlon in behall of the Right Reverend Bench.  1lis Qrace
satd, that admitting the puemlstity of minor allerati-me. which miht be
improveinents, #Ull what eume theught blemirhies othera theught beanties,
su 1t was vot worth while 1o sobject thee admimble Liturgy to the dis.
cuwsions and controveraies, not Lo aay diesenslons, swchich tlie the prsznge of
any changa tnust hecearnrily givo rise to  Wihoul anticing any oiber
speeches it must be sufficient to rematk thal they were all in opposition
10 the procecding. and the motion wae negmtived witheut a division,

It was Juatly observed ax a grave aljectien, that there wn o anch
thing s a convooalien representing the United Charch of Fngland and
Treland, and therefire Lhat changes intro-lnced by any mnor snthority
would not be binding, 1L ix however, pleasing to remark that rome step
bave ulreadg been taken towands the establishient of such & tribanal, and
although the progresato it final cotablichment may be slow, yet from
what hiaa been dune by Lhe present convoontion, umler fis weakness and
deficiencies it has exhibited something of life and vitality : and with proper
alterations and judiclous modificatious of Tis ancient conlitution, so as to
weat the inpraved Luowledge atnl ceilizativn of the present times, o
might without difficulty Le placed tn working orilor,  The aseembiy of such
anivooation, representing the United Church of £nglaint and Irelsnd would
offer & splemlid apectacle, and if nccaslonnl neeces,"in the way of deputa.
tion, from our Oolories sud the Churcli of the United Stales, wers
encournged, It would prosent the moet auguet Clinrch Lagisiature thiat the
christisn world has ever yet beheld; and although much will tequire to
bo done, before thiz sublime conveoation oan b breaght to bear yet thers
ate no insurmountable obatacies jn the way,

Unving, my brethten, detained you, [ fear, much too ling, I have now to
thank you for your patient for bestance atid sttention, Beawuied, the more
loyal wa are to onr Church, and the more vur spinitual being is fashioned
by her rulen and teaching, the mote fervent aml trug will be our love to
God 3 and aait is our duty to fix in the eouls of thote we teach reverence fur
all law and onder, #o let us endeavor to keep our own ministrations up to
ita requiremcats,

Above sl things, never falter in your (aith, 1f your Iaboura of love
seetn at timen fruitlens, bo hot carlduwn 3 2ar it {a your affice to apend and
be qlwnl In your Master's eervice; the resultis with Him, and not with you,
and He Himeelf tells ue, that many be oalled but few choren.

And naw [ Uid you God rpead, and Woss you In the name of e Lord +
Ttrust that 1 have never knowingly failed to urpromle {your Iaboars in
professivn, ur your conntaut kimliees anid sympnthy towards myselfs vor in
my Intercourng with you have 1 omitted the expression of those cordial
and gru(lflul feclings of fay heart tuwands you by which T have been
wimate

Of nyeell, I can enly aay, that my great olyect has evar been to discliarge
the duties of my offico quietly um{ gnpmtlullv. 1 hava never derired to
clog or iinprde your uxeitions, but to second nml austain them, »o far s
my abilitics and opportunities would permits  Unving, wysclf, deep rooted
ctivictions about what le the true teaching of the %hurvh, T may not at
all times have enjoyed the unsusplciona coufideics of cvery one of
Clergy, but T can tru, «ay that I have doserved 11; whilst [ have on u{l
vccasions been anxious t give a liberal conatruction to elighter dLvergencies
froni what [ helieve to be the path in which the Chuceh would gaide her
olergy, anil Lo guard againet making them wider through my owa pereonal
faults of dieposition.

I have alwnys boen aware, that tho best cudeavors | oomld make to
romote unity in the Chorch, was to scek after inward unity nnd peace
mmy own breast, becauso it is only by oherishing sucli graces that [ can
givo consistency to my rollglous character, nod eause its influcuce to per-
vado and penoir te the Divcese, and shed abroad in it the puwer of faith
and charity,

“ Laatly, it is olten urgod that churches will do little goad without
faithful men to minister in then,  This is most teue 3 but as good parochisl
nrrangements aro ut best powerlesa instruments without the rignt men, the
best men must be powerless without proper paroclinl arrangements.  The
difliculty of finding an adequate supply of fit men, whoso hearts nro
touchied aud gulded by the Huly Spirit of God, can be no reason for our
heitating to eontribute out of our nbumiance, to strengthen their hands
when they are found, or preparo the way for their ministeation. it anly
reminds us that we ought to add to our charity our Learly prayers, that,
‘while we rro using all scoundary means, God will be graciously plenved to
supply tho primary means, and Ilimsclf preparo and send forth Gt labourers
to ‘Ii’im Jifo and spinitual energry to the outward machinery, by which wo
seek Lo advanco His kingdom, —DBishop of London's recent * Letter to the
Laity of hie diocess.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Wo recelved, somo time ago, a letler from the Rev. Dr. O'Menara in
reference to a paragraph about the withdrawal of the grant from the
Iudisn Missions. ‘The paragruph was based on n statement jo a Govern-
ment Report which has since passed out of our hatds, Wae hope before
loug to recur to the subject.

The obliging cominunication of ** E. D.” has been very carefully coo-
sidered.

The letter of “J. C.* will appear as soon us we have suflticient space.



