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Btate hias necrasarily passed, before bring re-distribnted throvgh
the varions arterics of the professions, through the Jength and
breadth of the land, a scat of leaming — which, instead of
conveying vital force and energy to the whole body politic—has
infected it with the plague of scepticism or deadly indifferent.
ism? We all know how any great moral or social quest-ion firat
ngitated in our English Universities, spreads like a wave, over
the whole face of Englis's socicty, stirring up the central decps
of all thought and action in the country, tion the predominance
of any one school of thought, acts upon and influences the tone
of a generation.  And %0 too, must it be heres  Aw yet we do
not feel it, for the University has been oo weak in numbers, too
fluctuating in form and syatem, to have produced any appre-
ciablo influcnce.  But the fruits of a godices systom need not be
waited for, Before the harvest is ripe, we know what the crop
must be, But it is for cvery thoughtful mind, for every lover of
his country, for every heart {tfluenced by religion, to determine
that no such sced shall be sown at all,  In alittle while it will
bo too Iate,  If against the protest of ninc-tenths of the people
of this country, the fands for University Education are to be
administered under the present arrangement—if cvery salutary
rule and controlling eafeguard which gives a dignity and moral
weight to the Euglish Universitics is to be relaxed o sccure
even respectable members,—if tho standard of Education is to
be continually lowered to outbid rival establishments—if
scholarships are to be thrown broadeast throughout the country
without the necessity of residence—if prizes in law and medicine
are to be in the git of a University which, having no facultics
in thuse branches, docs not pretend to teach them,—if by an
unlimited choice of subjccts, the easy taking of a degree, instead
of giving severe mental discipline, leads to mere sciolism and a
smattering of multifarious acquirements—then let us fear that
these along with unlimited State resources, may crush mcre
voluntary cffort, cven though this be made for the cause of
religion. Alresdy & Professor of University College has hoasted
before the Parlismentary Committee, that they have amongst
their students more Churchmen than are educated at our
Church University, with what truth we know not; but the
moral is plain and pointed. One question every Christian
parent ought to ask himself, and we would recommend it to his
scrious attention, When his son is for the first time removed
from the moral restraints and sanctifying influcnces of home,
when his intellectual powers are first consciously ueveloping,—
when the dark and perplexed problems that underlic all social,
moral and physical questions make their first appesrance in the
mind’s horizon—when the complex phenomena of the moral and
mental world are first presented to the consciousneas—is this the
time when the light of the gospel is especially to be withdrawn,
and is he thea to be left without star or compass, to wander
amid all the baleful errors that surge up and * tumble in the

godless deep 1 .

THE TORONTO SYNOD.

We print in another column a motion of great importance to
the clergy of the Diocese of Toronto, who are all more or less
concerned in the right management of the Commutation Fund.
Without casting any imputations whatever upon its present
menagement, they not only have a right to know, but, for the
future interests of the Church, are bound to ascertsin, how the
money is invested, and by whomthe securities are held.

We have not received any definite information as to the terms
of Dr. Beaveu's report on Hymns and Psalis, but we sincerely
trust that he will not omit to read his correspondence with the
Bishops of Montreal and Hiron, to whom the proposed Hyninal
was referred. /

The report of the Committee on the election of Bishops,

which suggests, wo undéritand, that the Biiliops of Canada’be ‘

formed into a gelf-electing college, we shall comment upon next
week, . ' N

We would call attention to the new Ststute passed by the
Corporation of Trinity College, Toronto, permitting candidates
to be admitted (o degrees in arte, by examination, without rem.
denee or sttendance at lectures,. for the next five years.—
Although this relexation is very carcfully gusrded, by the lin
tations and provisions annexed, yet we cannot but cxpress our
opinion that it is a step in the wrong direction, It ecems to be
n bid for populerity, by imitating the University of Toronto, in
the worst, and, for the cause of cducation, most pernicions
feature of its aystem,  We should have thought it sufScient for
any person parsing such exsminations to have obtained a certifi-
cate of attainment, without having conferred upon him a degree
which is always understood to imply & University education.

Liexature,

-

A Commentary on the Psalmas, from Primitice and Medicral
writers. By the Rev. J. M. Neale, M.A, Vol 1. (Masters.)

Mz, Neale commences his introduction with a quotation from
8t. Chrysostom, which scts forth theidea which the carly ehurch
had of the use of the Book of Psalms :

» & * “]f wo keep vigil'in the Church, David comes first, ast, and
midst,  If early In the momln'g wo seek fur the melody of hymane, first,
las’y and midst Js David again, [f we are ocoupled “with the funeral
wolemnities of the departed—if virging et st bomeo and spin, David Is Gires,
lsat, sod midel, O marvellons wonder! Many who have made tut little

ese in lilerature, nay, who have acarcely mastered iie firal principles,
n7e the Palter by hearl. Norinitin eities snid chnrches alone, that, st
all times nud throngh every age, David la jllustrioues in the midst of the
forum, in the wilderncss and uninbabitable Iands, he excites the praises of
God. In monasteries, among those holy choirs of angelie armics, David je
first, midey and lad.  In the convents of virging, where are the biads of
thern that imitate Mary—in tho deserta, where are men crucified 1o thie
world, aod having thelr eonverration with God, first, roidet, and Jaat ie he,
All other men nre at night averpowered by natura) aleep s David alune i
active; and, congregating the mervanta of God into scraphie bands, turns
earth into heaven, ard oonverta men into angeln”

Our own church, perhaps, more than any other, retains in
this respect the primitive spirit: not only are the psalms read
through month by month, but the whole language of the scr-
vices is imbucd with them. Andin giving them thus to her
members as their daily spiritual food, she intended, doubtless,
that we should not rest in the mere outward sense, but dig
beneath the surface, for their hidden wealth of spiritual meaning,
The Medireral, no less than the primitive chureh, loved to do
this, and Mr. Necale has done good service by showing how vast
and varicd were the treasures of truth which they found. ‘Ihe
beginning of the commentary on Psalm xix. may be taken ax
an example :— .

“ By the Word of the Lord wore the heavens made; and sl tho hoat of
them by the breath of Hia mouth” What heavens are these, says St
Gregory, except the Holy Apostlest  And thlsis the key note by which
a1l the Fathers ioterpret this pealm. That, as tha visible heavens set forth
the glory of the Creator, #o the spiritual heavens should declare the prateo
of the Redsemer. Therefore, in every festival of the Apostles, this paalim
has borne its part: snd every claoee ‘and paragraph bas been Interpreted,
with a holy ingenulty, in this sende. ZRe frmament, from St Augustine
downwards, they taka to be that firmness In spesking the Apostolio
message, even befors kingx aod pot belng ashamed; that fearing not them
that kill the body, and after that have no more then they can do, which
the Aposties, weak enough till then—they who bad all forssken their
master and fled—received on the descent of the Holy Ghost at the day of
Pentocost. By it they abowed His handiwork 3 the ‘work by which in Hia

eat_humility, He wrooght out salvation—His incarnation, His earthly
life, His 0. Truly, as, according to that beautiful Idea in the decora
tion of Egyptian pyramids, the coruers are embellished with the blue
yh:g: of the sky, keeplng watch over, and guardiog, all inferior objects—
0 Apostles, separated once to meet no more on carth, kept watcii over
all its vegicns, from the labours of 8t Thomas in Ching, to those of St.
Mathew in Eiblopls, aod St.'Paul In Spain.”

i So long as the literal is not confounded with the mystical
dense, this deep and minute study of the words of Scripture is
‘ great help to devotion. We should hardly, perhaps, go so
far a3 Mr: Neale—in the valuable dissertation on the subject
which thé volume containg—in vindicating its absolute useful-
Dess : but we cannot help pointing out the great variety and
excellence of the spiritual instruction which have been the fruits

bt its' ipplication to thié Pralter.



