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asunder- the -knot which retained heér garment, 4nd .bounding like
gazelle: within the fort, closes it instantly on her relentless. pursuer,
who retains as an only trophy the ¥rench girl’s kerchief.

To-armsi to arms! instantly resounds within the fort, and with-
out paying any attention to the groans of the women, who see from
the fort their husbands carried away prisoners, she rushes to the
bastion where stood the sentry, seizes a musket and a soldier’s hat,
and cat:ses a great clatter of guns to be made, so as to make believe
that the p]ace is well defended by soldiers. She next loads a small
field-piece, and not having at hand a wad, uses a towel for that pur-
pose, and fires off the piece on the enemy. This unexpected assault
inspired terror to the Indians, who saw their warriors,-one after the
other, struck down. Armed and disguised, and having but one
soldier with her, she never ceased firing. Presently the alarm reached
the neighborhood of Montreal, when an intrepid officer, the Chevalier
de Crisasi, brother of the Marquis de Crisasi, then governor -of Three
Rivers, rushed to Verchires at the head of a chosen band of men;
but the savages had made good their retreat with their prisoners.
After a three days’ pursuit, the Chevalier found them with their
captives securely entrenched in a wood on the borders of Lake Cham-
plain. The French officer prepared for action, and after a most blnody
encounter the redskins were utterly routed—all cut to pieces, except
those who escaped; but the prisoners were released. The whole of
New France resounded with the fame of M’lle Vercheres’ courage,
and she was awarded the name of the “Heroine of Verchires” a
title which posterity has ratified.

Another rareinstance of courage on her part crowned her exploits,
and was also the means of settling her in life. A French commander,
M. de Lanaudiere de la Perade, was pursuing the Iroquois.in the
neignborhood, some historians say, of the river Richelieu, others say
of the river, St. Anne, when there sprang unexpectedly out of the
underbrush myriads of these implacable enemies, who rushed on M.
de la Perade unawares. He was just on the point of falling a victim
in this ambuscade, when M’lle de Vercheres, seizing a muaket and
headmg some resolute men, rushed on the enemy, and succeeded in
rescuing the brave officer. .She had indeed ‘made a conquest, or
rather became the conquest of M. de la Perade, whose life she had
thus saved. Henceforward, the heroine of Vercheres shall be known
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