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‘Liabllity of Railway Corporations,

In the Divisional Court or Court of Queen's Bench,
in the case of Hurd vs. the Grand Trunk Railway,
the Court held that the case was onc for the jury,
that it went fairly to them, and they could not say
that the jury was wrong. The Chicf Justice said that
though the plaintiff had been, in his opinion, guilty
of great negligence in not taking the necessary pre-
caution not to allow the horse to escape on
the track, the crucial puint was the blowing
of the whistle and the stariing of the train when
the horses were about abreast of the locomotive,
and as the cngine-driver chose lo take the chances,
and the jury having found against him, that
they could not disturb the finding. Jusuce Armout
said he had grave doubts as to the horses being tres-
passers.  He said, no doubt 1hey had no right to be
on the track ; but it was necessary in this case totake
& broad, common sense view of the surrounding cir-
cumstances, and one was the fact that the delendants
had cut the plaiatiff’s farm ia two That it was vn-
reasonable tc cast the burden on the farmers through
whose properties railway companies forced their
roads to keep extra hands, in order that they might
keep their stock from strayiog on to the railway track
every time tacy had occasion to go from one part of
their farms .0 another, It might be senous to some
todo s0; and therefore, although the horses had 1o
legal right to be on the defendant’s track, yet they
were not, in his judgment, what is termed in law
trespassers.

Oar readers will remember that in the May number
of the JournaL of 1885, page 121, the particulars of
the trial at the Wentworth assizes in this case were
given, resulting in a verdict in favor of Mr. Hurd.
As then stated, the horses were being driven across
the G. 7. R. at *“Oakwood,” from one part of the
farm to auother, when & freight train came up and
frightened them so that they sped off down the track,
and several of them were severely wnjured in trying to
cross the trestle work of a bridge. The company
then appealed to the Coust of Queen’s Bench, with
the result of the above-mentioned deliverance. The
G. T. R. is now appealing to the Court of Appeal,
and we anxiously await the decision. It is one of
immense importance to farmers living along lines of
nailway. Mr. Hurd has shown great spirit in thus
fighting a powerful corporation alone, and we sin-
cerely hope that the final decision will be quite in ac-
cord with those already given.

Pedigree Weeding,

Epitox CANADIAN Liva-STOCK AND FARM JOURNAL.

Sir,—Having noticed with considerable interest
the discussion that is now ;ioing on about the Short-
hom Herd Book, I would like 10 say a few words in
defence of the breeders of Shorthorns in this coanty,
as well asin self defence.  There are in the county of
Missisquoi some six or seven small breeders of Shost
horms, and this weeding snuffs us nearly ail out. There
1s no doubt that .t is 2 go~ thing for the lasge breed-
ers, but it isdeath to mo.  of the beginners of pure
bred Shorthoras, and I am one of those. I have two
females that were vecorded in the C. and B. A. Herd
Books, but cannot get them entered in the Dominion
Herd Book, One of the females has produced a very
fine bull calf from one of Richard Gibson’s bulls, own-
ed by J. S. \\'jlluuu, of Rugby Farm, Knowlton, P.
Q. r. Williams sant in the pedigree of the calf,
but could not get it recorded in the Dominion Herd
Book. Mr. W, paid $1,000 for the sire of this aalf,
and his dam 15 recorded in the Canadian 2nd also the
B. A, Herd Book, andisx good cow.  Now if such
stock cannat be tecorded, I'for one will have to yive
up, and be satisfied with grades and scrubs. ’

J. M. F

—

Cowansville, P. Q.
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Red Polled Cattle.

Editor CANADIAN LIVE-STOCK AND FARM JOURNAL.

Sir,—Since I wrote you in reference to the Red
Polls of Norfolk I have received from the editor of
the R. P. llerd Book in England, a book in reference
to the breed. I hope to see them brought more prom-
inently before the Canadian public through your ad-
mirable journal, which I read with so much pleasure
and interest [ am inforraed that the Government
Stock Farm in New Brunswick has some ol this
breed.

1 think that you willagree with tne when I say that
the Red Pullsare not ta bie despised, althoughsucha
modern brecd, comparatively. When more advertised
they are likely to take a more prominent place in ths
front rank as a2 gencral purpose breed. They are
haidy and easily fed ; prepotent, combining beeting
and milking qualities.  Though sume are large and
others smaller milkers, the milk is rich. I have seen
the famous Polled bull Davgson 3d. The prints that
are shown of him do not give me the right idea of
bim. To my recollection he was much deeper, but
old age may have changed him. In the colored illus-
trations sent me by the editor of the R. P. H. B,, as
1epresenting Mr. Colman’s herd (the noted mustard
manufacturer), Falstaff, although in his teens, is well
shaped and truly represents the bread.

The late ownerof Davyson 34, Mr. Leonard Pal-
mer, (son of Mr. Foser Paimer, whose death led to
the sale of their herd), told me that butchers readily
give sixpence per stone Jore for this breed, they gave
s0 good a return of dead weight. 1 think this climate
‘would suit them, as it does not differ very much from
that of the eastern counties of England. Perhaps we
have here less rain and our winters are rather more
severe.

I was pleased to sec a piece on Suffolk sheep in
yout last number. I have always lived amongst them
and can vouch for the correctness of the statements.

A. G. Geopacre
Antigonish Harbor, N. S.

Large Daily Galns of Shorthorns,
EpiTox CANADIAN Live-Stock AxD Faxx JournaL

St'r,—We were glad to see in the last JOURNAL
that 2 son of our Shorthorn bull Prince Albert took
the ** Shattock cup ”* at_the late Fat Stock Show at
Guelph, and that for 768 days this steer made a daily
gain of 2.16 lbs perday. To show that this is not
an exceptional gain for Prince Albert’s stock we note
the followiog :  Yearling bull Brideman f1th at age
845 days, weighed 2245 1bs, a daily gain of 2,63 1bs.
He took 3d prize 2t Proviacial in 1SS5. Valasso 6th
at age 715 days weighed 16501bs, 2 daily gaia of 2.30
1bs. He took 24 prize at Provincial in 1585. Heif-
cr calf 13th Maid of Sylvan at age 333 days weighed
925 ibs, a daily pain of 2.45 Ibs. She took 1st prize
at Toronto, Guelph and London in 1886 ; full sister
to Brideman 11th. Heifercalf, 4th Leanore of Elmdale
aged 299 days weighed 824 1lbs, 2 daily gain of 2.69
lbs. She took 2d prize at Toronto and London.
Yearling heifer Sth Maid of Sylvan at age 670 days
wcigbmfuu 1bs, a daily gain of 1.95 Ibs. Shetook
gi prize at Toronto and Guelph and 1st at London.

ther instances might be mention.d neatly as good
as these, if space would permit.

We were very loth to chn with Prince Albert, but
some timc ago we offered him to Smith Bros., of In-
nerkip, and only just now they -wade up their minds
to take him, We felt in honor bound to let them
have him, but would much rather have kept him to
have graced our coming sale on the §th of March.
As agotter of grade stock as well as pure breds he
is something wonderful. The owners of several of
his steer calvas bave refased $23 for them at six mos.
of age, for beef.

THos NICHOLSON & SONs.

Sylvan, Jan. 17th. .

The Shorthorn Hcerdbook Standard.
Eormor CaxapiaN LIvaSTock AND FARX JevRNAL.

SiR,—1 see by the JOURNAL that there has been a
commitiee appoinled to tone down the Shorthorn
lierd Book. Hasthe tormation of the new book hurt
tie country very much? As it is now done, let it
stand, and not have it to do over again in some future
day. Those gentlemen professed to know what they
were doing, so Iet them cry along with others,

IN THE CoOLD,

Rallway Uncourtesy.

EvpiTox CANADIAN LIvE-STOCK AND FARM JournaL
S1r,—I was very much pleased with the article in
November number of the JourNAL showing the way
exhibitors were used at the Provincial Exhibition,
held at Guelph last September. Such usage might
Eass in some barbarous country, but it will not do
ere. Iam of the opinion that the raitway officials
left themselves open 10 an action for eruelty to ani-

mals, to say nothing about the cruelty to men,

Carleton Place, Ont. Josernt YuirLL.

[The farmersshould never submi:tounfair treatment,
much less to that which 1s inhumane. They possess
in themselves a puwer that could smash railway cor-
porations into fragments, if they only with one voice
decided to use it. Their gencrosity 1n beaning afiront
has become proverbial, but a conscience-sunken con-
ductor, who is putrid with bribes, along with his em-
ployers, may and should be taught that patience has
its limits.—ED.] -

Retain the Prescent Herd Book Stand-
ard.
E01TOR CANADIAN LIVE-STOCK AND FARM JoumNAL, .

Si1r,—Since the meeting of Shorthorn breeders
held a1 Guelph on the 8th of December, 1 find that by
my name being there as one of those who called that
meeting I have been placed by 2 great many o a dif-
ferent position from what I intended. 'When my sig-
nature was asked all the other names on the list were
alteady down, and after the object of the meeting was
cxplained I complied with the request, as I wanted to
heara full discussion on the Herd Book question.
Altbough we have four cattle excluded by the
regulations of the D S. H. Herd Book, yet we are
opposcd to any modification of the standard, believing
that if the standard was Jowered, in 2 very few years
all interested would regretit. It is very much to be
regretted that the revising committee did not look
sharper when they took in hand the getting up of the
B. A. Herd Book, as by their neglect—shall we call
it—s0 much tad feeling has been raised, so much time
and money wasted, and so many people have bacome
disgusted, having bought and sold ca the strength of
the B. A. Hetd Book, and when they thought they
were in possession of a nice herd of Shorthomns, found
that they were Zf7.  We hope that the work now go-
ing on in connexion with the Dominion Herd Book
will be so complete that confidence can be placed in
1t, and that there will be 2 guarantee given that this is
the last change that will be made.

Wa. B. Watr.

Salem, Oant., Jan. 20th,
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Readjusting the Shorthorn Herd Book
Standard.

Fprtox CARADIAN LIvESTOCK AND FARK JoumNaL

Sir,—In the January No. of the Jour~NaL the
Herd Book question has again been brought u
through a meeting of representative biceders from dif-
ferent parts of Canada, at Guelph on the Sth of Dec.
At this moeeting, which was well attended, 2 commit-
tee was appointed to represent the meeting at the next
annual meeting of the conveation of the Domwmion
Shorthorn Herd Book Association. A meeting of
this committee was called for the next day, when the
following motion was carried nnanimously :

** That the Dominion Shorthorn breeders be hereby
requested by this committee 10 modify the present
standard of the Association so as to read thus : The
animal must trace on the side of the sire and the dam
to recorded imporied English Shorthorng, or to pedi-
prees not false or spurious, already of record in the
British American Herd Book.”

We cannot see anything in this modification tbat
can be objected to by the Dominion Association, or
any member of it.  If throagh some misunderstanding
of the standards of other Associations the members of
the Dominion placed the standard higher than neces-
sary, we do not think there would be anything un
manly in a hody so composed reconsidering their
standard. We do not supsosc any one fora mement
thought the standaid would be infallible.  The rep-
resentatives 10 parliament make laws and repeal them,
and siill we do nat grow alarmed for the safety of our
country {except on the eve of an clection). Very few
churches lay claim to infallibility, though 2iming in




