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Subscribers to the JOURNAL paid
to December, 1889, get free our beau-
tiful picture of the Ontario Agricul-
tural College and Experimental Farm
at Guelph, Ont.

Give the old as well as the new office if you desive
your post office changed.  Give the same name as ap-
pears on your label or two JOURNALS may be sent to
the same house.  We this month received 2 commu-
nication requesting a change, signzd only T.S. Of
course we cannot do as desired, because the person
gives neither name nor post office.

NoT the least danger in putticg young steers into
winter quarters is to endeavor to force them along too
rapidly. Until the time artives for fattening, it is best
to keep them in a healthy growing condition.  If this
is once chocked it means diminished returns.  Theef.
fect of forcing the first winter shows itself markedly
the next season when they again return to the pasture.
It is safe to give them all they will eat ap clean, pro-
vided condiments are not uvsed, and what they leave
in their mangers should be at once removed. The
skill of the feeder f.nds greater scope in koowing his
charges and their foods thoroughly, than inthe kzow-
ledge of nutritive ratios, desirable though the Jatter
may be.

PrOBABLY no animal of the farm is more easily af-
fected by surrounding conditions than sheep, and
hence the desirability of all Aock masters being thor-
oughly posted as to the conditions under which the
varions breeds thrive best; and not only that, but
their own conditions mu.t not be slighted. Traos-
plant the Highland from his airy home to the lowland,
and he becomes so subject to foot rot that he has to
feed from his knees, while by his side the Leicester
maygraze untrovbled. Bring the Cheviot out from the
snow drifts of his native hills to bear the least confine-
ment, and he sheds his valvable flecec in small por-

jons. Active, deep, though narrow chested, with the

finest of wool, he is essentially a child of his condi-
tions. It takes but a year or two to test the shep-
herd’s knowledge, of these important considerations,
as told by the flcck that once were prize winners, but
now degenerated.

Wnar would be thought of the .:erchant that
would daily pass goods over his counter and not know
the cost of the articles that he was selling? Such
a want of business tact on the part of a merchant
would soon run him aground. Yet it may be asked
how many of our farmers know what it costs them to
raise a certain crop ? To know the exact cost of every
crop requires a minutiae of details beyond ordinary
comprehension, and henes itis pardonable. A knowl-
edge of book-keeping allows of sutlicient accuracy in
this respect to answer all practical purposes. By
carefully debiting each department with that which it
receives and crediting it with that which it givesin
re'urn, the profit or loss of each may be roughly de-
termined.

Tue main source of demand for our heavy horses
comes from the city, where they are attached to lor-
siesand drays, and made to do service on roads of
hard pavement, which results in more or less concus-
sion.  If the frog of the foot is left unpared, and the
pastern is of the right angle, this is greatly lessened,
and for this reason we think that fineness of hoof and
slant of pasterns are qualifications too often over-
looked in the judging of draught horses. A healthy
hoof is firm but not dry, elastic in texture but not
spongy, with good breadih and running well back.
Flave with this a pastern not too long, but at a good
angle, and this is all nature can do for the prevention
of concussion. A short, upright pastern is a fertile
cause of ring bones and other bone diseases, and hence
worthy of attention. If too long, it loses the element
of strength, and there is then a tendency to what is
knowa in race horses as breaking down.

A FEW days in the Province of Quebec gave Mr.
A. Macdonald, of the Mark Lane Express, timeto
ferret out the weakest threads in their agriculturay
fabric. Hear him : '* At the same time I cannot help
¢ expressing surprise at the evident disinclination
¢ that prevails to clean and enrich the land and to
¢ improve the'character of the live-stock. On what ap
pears to be tolerably good land—land, whichmost old.
¢ country farmers would bring readily to a high state
t¢ of fertility, miserable crops are raised, while pative
¢ cattle and horses of inferior and unimproved types,
¢ predominate.” This is a pill unsugar-coated that
may requirc many ¢fiorts to swallow, but as it cannot
be controverted, it must necessarily ba taken. We
hope it may serve as an incentive for our co-workets
in that province to furbish their weapons afresh, and
do battle until they have brought about a reformation
of present conditions. But it must not be forgotten
that Quebec has some very enterprising breeders.
Coming to Toronto, the same writer gives equally
frank expression to his views, but they are highly
complimentary to Ontario herds. ¢ Ihardly expect-
¢ ed to see so many high-class stock at any paint of
“my journey as camec before the judges here.
¢ They were, indeed, wosthy of any country
¢ in the world.” This does not call for comment fur-
ther than to say that it should be higbly valued by
Ontario stock-breeders, and especially by those who
had representatives of their herds among the animals
that gave rise to such 2 remark from one so well
fitted as Mr. Macdonald to pass judgment on anything

telating to stock or farm.

Objectionnble Advertisements.

I like your JOURNAL very much for many réa-
sons, but especially because you think enough of your-
self and JOURNAL to avoid many trashy and injurious.
advertisements which many editors publish for the sake
of the few ill-gotten pence received from vampires of
different kinds.

Warwick West, Ont.

We are continually receiving very flattering testi-
monizals from ocur many coreaspondents as regards our
advertisements, but we have retrained from present-
ing them to our readers, deeming such action unncc-
essary. It has always been our endeavor in the past
and shall ever be so in the future, to refuse space io
our journal for advertisements other than those-
known to be,reliable and of a pure and healthy char-
acter.  We have, however, scen several advertise-
ments that were refused space in our columns appear
in other Ontario farm papers. We feel that in keep-
ing our standard ever on high we shall not only make-
our columas better advertising mediums, but shail
also aid our readers in distinguishing between that
which is reliable and worthy of their patronage and
that of a questio’ -ble character and worthy of their-
censure.

Joun D, Fraser.

-

Pure-Breds vs. Scrabs,

We understand it is the intention of Prof. Shaw, of
the Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph, to carryon
a series of tests with pure Shorthorns and scrubs to-
ascertain the relative cost of keep and retumns in the
production of beef. He proposes to select two pare
Shorthorn calves and two scrubs, males, ahd the for-
mer of faulty colors, that the first cost may be re—
duced, and to keep an accurate record of the amount
of food fed and the cost of the same uniil they are-
three years old. |

One pair of each wiil be fed oa skim-milk and one
onnew milk. Heis desirous of stcuring the calves.
at zp age as near the birth period as possible, and is.
on the look out for them now.

We can readily conceive the immense value of such
atesttothe province. Some argue that the great dif-
ference in the results in beefing animals is in the feed
alone. If so, those men who lay out large sums of
money in the improvement of their stock should be
shown their folly. If, on the other hand, scrub stock
will not lay on beef as pure-breds, and if they will not
give so large returns for the feed, it should be proven.
beyond the possibility of contradiction.

Another valuable element in the proposed test is
this, that it will determine the exact cost of produc-
tion of beef with an accuracy that has never been
given to the world before, and also the quantities-
of faod consumed.

The experiment is to be repeated until there is no
room to doubt the accuracy of the conclusions
rived at.

Fair Criticism or Adulation—which Is.
it to Be?

In preparing the deszription of a herd or of the live.
etock shown at an exhibition, two courses are open
to the writer, and he may adopt cither without doing:
violence to truth, The first is, to say not a word in
reference to anything that is defective about the herd-
or cxhibit, or any animal in either; the second is to-
speak of both just as they are. Now if the question.
were pat to our readers, which of these methods is.
preferable, we belicve there is not a man of them,.
from Newfoandland to Vaacouver, but would answer,.
the latter. The wosld expects truth, however widely
its inhabitants swerve from it in their individual deal-
ings, and.the generations of the living will never be




