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been suffered 1o pass away without some authen-
tic record of the principles that guided him, and
the means by which his objects were accom-
plished.

The ouly memoir we have of Robert Bake-
well is a fugitive paper in the Gentleman’s Ma-
gazine, from which every writer has borrowed.
Robert Bakewell was born at Dishley, in Leices-
tershire, about 1725. Having remarked that
domestic animals in general produced others
possessing qualities nearly similar to their own,
he conceiverd that-he had only to select from the
mest valnable breeds such as promised to return
the greatest possible emolument, and that he
should then be able, by careful attention to pro-
gressive  improvement, to produce a breed
whence he could derive a maximum of advan-
tage. lle made excursions into different paits
of England, in order to inspect the different
breeds, and to select thase that were best adapted
to his purpose, and the most valuable of their
kind ; and his residence and his early habits
disposed him to give the preferance to the long-
horn catile.

We have no account of the precise principles
which guided him in the various sclections

jwhich he made; but Mr. Marshall, who says
that he “was repeatedly favored with opportn-
nities of making ample observations on Mr.
Bakewell’s practice, and with liberal communi-
cations from him on all rwal subjects,” gives us
some clue.  He speaks of the general principles
of breeding, and when he does this i connec-
tion with the name of Bakewell, we shall not be
very wyong in conclinding that these were the
principles by which that great agriculturist was
ufluenced.

“The most general principle is beauty of form.
Itisobservalle, however, that tlus principle was
more closely attended toat the outset of 1mprove-
ment (under an idea, in some degree falsely
grounded, that the beanty of form and utinty are
lseparable) than at present, when men, who
iave long been conversant in practice, make a
distinction Letween a + useful sort? and a sort
which is merely « handsome.”

- “The next principle attended to is a propor-
tion of parts, or what may be called utility of
fomy in distinetion frombeauty of form ; thus
the parts which are deemed offul, or which bear
12n mfetior price at market, should be small in
-Proportion to the better parts.

“A third principle of improvement is the tex-
tre of the muscular parts, or what is termed
fishya quality of jive ‘stock which, familiar as
tmay long {ave heen to the butcher and the
¢ensumer, had pot been sufliciently attended to
by breeders, whatever it might have been by
Gaziers.  This principle involved the fact that
the grain of the meat depended wholly on the
brecd, and unt, as had been before considered, on
Yesize of the animal. Bt the principle which
earos<ed the areatest share of  altention, and
Flach, ahove all aothere, is entitled to the
frazier’s attention, i fattening quality,or a
Tl prapensity 1o aequive a state of fatuess at
# carly age, when in full keep, and in a short

space of time ; a quality which is clearly found
to be hereditary.”

Theiefore, in Bakewell’s opinion, everything
depended on breed ; and the beauty aud utility
of form, the quality of the flesh, and the propen~
sity to fatness, were, in the oftspring, ihe natural
consequence of similar qualities in the parents.
His whole attention was centered in these four
points; and he never forgot that they were com-
patible with each other, and might be occa-
sionally found united in the same individual.

Improvement had hitherto been attemnpted by
selecting females from the native stock ot the
country, and crossing them with males of an
alien breed. Mr. Bakewell’s good sense led
him to imagine that the object might better be
accomplished by uniting the superior branches
of the same Dbreed, than by any mixture of for-
eign ones.

"On this new and judicious prineiple he started,
He purchased two long-horn heters from Mr,
Webster, and he procured a promising long-horn
bull from Westmoreland. To these and
their progeny, he confined himself ; coupling
them as he thought he could best increase or
establish some excellent puint, or speedily re-
move a faulty one.

As his stock increased, he was enabled to
avoid tise injurions and enervatling consequence
of bieeding too closely «in and in.” The breed
was the same, but he could interpose a remove
or two between the members of the same family,
He could prescrve all the excellences of the
breed, without the danger of deterioration; and
the rapidity of the improvement which he ef-
fected was only equaled by its etent.

Many years did not pass before his stock was
uarivaled for the roundness of its form, and the
smallness of its bone, and its aptitude to acquire
external fat ; while they were small consumers
of food 1 propurtion to their sise; but, at the
same time, their qualities as milkers were very
considerably lessened. The grazier could
ot too highly value the Dishley, or new Lewes-
ter long-horn, but the dairyman, and the little
farmer, clung to the old breed, as most useful
for their purpose. .

It was his grand maxim, that the bones of an
animal intended for food could not be too small,
and that the fat, being the most valuable parl of
the carcass, could, consequently, not be too abun-
dant. In pursuanceof this leading theory, by
inducing a preternatural smalinessof bone, and
rotundity of carcass, he soughtto cover the benes
of all his animals, externally, with masses of
fat. Thus, the entirely new Leicester breed,
from their excessive tendency .o fatten, produce
too small a quantity of catable meat, and that,
too, necessarily of inferior flaver and quatuy.
They are in general found defective in weight,
proportionably to their bulk, and, if not thorough-
'y fattened, their flesh is crude aud without tla-
vor; while, if they be so, their carcasscs
produce little else but fat, @ very consilerable
part of which must be soldat an inferior price,
to make candles instead of food, not to forget the
very great waste that must ever attend the con-
sumption of over-fattened meat,



